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The Department of Overseas Trade 


(Development and 


Head Office -— 
39, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1, 
‘Telephone No.: Victoria 9040. 


Telegraphie Address: ‘* Advantage, Vic, London.” 
Cope: A.B.C. (5th Epition). 


Intelligence). 


City Office -— 
73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2, 


Telephone No.: London Wall 4712. 
Telegraphic Address: ‘*‘ Advantage, Stock, London.” 





A CLEARING HOUSE FOR INFORMATION, 


Assistance to British Traders. 





Through the wide ramifications of its overseas intelligence 
service the Department of Overseas Trade receives a 
constant flow of valuable information from all important 
overseas markets, covering all commercial subjects of 
interest to British traders engaged in export trade. This 
information is collated and is sent to any British trader 
likely to be interested. 

Special enquiries are instituted in response to direct 
requests for information, if such information is not already 


‘in the possession of the Department 


As indicating the nature of the information which the 
Department is in a position to supply, mention may be made 


“of the following:—Foreign and Colonial contracts open to 


tender, and other openings for British trade; existing and 
probable future demiand for specific lines of British goods; 
the extent and nature of competition and the best methods 
of meeting it; usual methods of business, terms of credit, 
payment, etc. ; agency conditions; Customs Regulations and 
Tariffs; Regulations covering Commercial Travellers, 


‘Certificates of Origin, etc., sources of supply, prices, etc., 


of trade products; Shipping and Transport, etc. The 
Department also supplies lists of names of likely importers 
of British goods or of firms or individuals considered suit- 


able to act as representatives or agents of British firms. 


CO-OPERATION WITH THE COMMERCIAL 
COMMUNITY. 


The aim of the Department is to co-operate as closely as 
possible with the commercial community in its efforts to 
rebuild and, where feasible, to increase its pre-war export 
trade. Officers of the Department, both from Overseas and 
from Headquarters, visit periodically Chambers of Com- 
merce in the industrial centres of the Kingdom, in order 
to keep in close touch with business men. 


FOREIGN COMPETITION IN OVERSEAS 
MARKETS. 


For a trader successfully to compete in foreign markets, 
it is necessary that he should know the goods which com- 
petitors are offering. The Department has, therefore, 
formed a very extensive collection, which is being constantly 


‘increased, of samples of foreign competitive goods and com- 


mercial products. Over 70,000 such samples are now avail- 


‘able for inspection by British traders at the Department’s 











4 4Showrooms, 5 to 8, Old Bailey, E.C. Advertising plays 4 
large part in export, as in home trade, and the Departmen 
has collected over 16,000 foreign trade catalogues (including 
German and Austrian) which may also be inspected at the 
above address. The collection has been efficiently indexed 
under both Articles of Manufacture and Names of 
Manufacturers. 


THE BRITISH TRADER ABROAD. 


Representatives of British firms when travelling abroad 
can obtain much valuable information from a man who is 
in close daily contact with the commercial life of the country 
concerned. British firms should, therefore, instruct their 
travelling representatives to call upon H.M. Commercial 
Diplomatic Officers in foreign countries, or H.M. Trade 
Commissioners in the countries of the impire, who will give 
them first-hand unbiased information, and will do all in 
their power to assist them in their business. 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS. 


The Department organises fairs and Exhibitions at which 
British traders have the opportunity of displaying their 
goods before buyers of all nations At the best-known of 
these Fairs—the British Industries Fair—held during 
February and March of 1920, British manufacturers are 
cstimated to have taken orders amounting to over 


£10,000,000. 
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 


One of the most important services rendered by the 
Department is the supply of confidential information 
regarding trade openings and other matters likely to be of 
interest to manufacturers and merchants. This is done 
chiefly by means of the Special Register, concerning which 
details are given below. 


APPLICATIONS. 


Any British trader desiring business information regard- 
ing conditions in any overseas markets, or upon any specific 
point, or who desires to take advantage in any way of the 
facilities offered, should communicate witb or apply 
to:—Department of Overseas Trade. 35, Old Queen 
Street, London S.W. 1. 














OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 


facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 


they become public property. It is also a vehicle for cir- 
culating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic “and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
‘quickly as possible after its receipt. 





The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of £2 4s. 6d. per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the “Board of Trade Journal’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 
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The Denes, of Trade. 


COAL. 
THE WEEKLY OUTPUT. 


Provisional figures for the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 13th November are 
given below. 

The output of coal for the week amounted to 4,775,600 








tons, normal working conditions at the mines having 
been restored after the recent strike. For the corre- 


sponding week in 1919 the output was 4,679,402 tons. 


28rd Oct. 30th Oct. 6th Nov. 13th Nov. 











Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland 1,300 1,500 31,400 225,000 
Durham - ae 1,300 —- 89,700 614,900 
Yorkshire = = 400 600 145,400 807,300 
Lancashire, Cheshire, 
and North Wales 300 500 63,700 452,300 | 
Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester ; 200 100 54,300 603,100 
Stafford, Shropshire, 
Warwick, Worceste1 1,100 900 64,700 383,400 
South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire 4,700 300 153,300 934,700 
Other English Dis tricts 100 100 31,900 111,400 
Scotland 3,100 100 121,900 643,500 
Total ne - 12.500 4.100 799,300 4,775,600 


FIFTY-TWO WEEKS SUMMARY. 
The total since 15th 


production weekly of coal 


November, 1919, is given below :--— 
1919. 1920. 
Tons. Tons. 

November 22nd 4,767,578 Mav 15th ...... 4,860,668 
November 29th 4,762,729 May 22nd ...... 4,830,707 
December 6th 4,808,524 May 29th ...... 3, 199, 947 
December 13th 4.886.156 ‘une Sth ......... 4,718,183 
December 20th 4,910,106 June 12th ...... 4,769,824 
December 27th 3,352.603 June 19th ...... 4,875,737 
June 26th ...... 4,685,52 
1920, July 38rd __...... 4,734,651 
January 5rd 3,494,712 July 10th ...... 4,676,328 
January 10th ... 4,540,723 July 17th ...... 4,665,546 
January 17th 4,902,906 Julv 24th ...... 4,284,419 
January 24th 4.851.521 July 3lst...... 4,565,200 
January 31st 4,866,066 August 7th ...... 3,086,700 
February 7th ... 4,846,167 August 14th 4,595,200 
February 14th 4,897,311 August 21st 4,697,200 
February 21st 4,855,845 August 28th ... 4,590,600 
February 28t! 1,835,928 September 4th 4,750,900 
March 6th . 4,852,427 September 11th 4,606,800 
March 13th 1,900,640 September 18th 4,692,900 
March 20th 1.872.642 September 25th 4,834,000 
Mareh 27th 1.879.192 October 2nd _ ... 4,702,800 
April 8rd... 3.979.747 October 9th 4,713,100 
April 10th ...... 3,337,793 October 16th 4,611,600 
April 17th ...... 4.833,072 October 28rd 12,500 
\pril 24th 989.666 October 30th 4,100 
Mav Ist |! 564.564 November 6th 756,300 
May St] 1.674,302 November 13th 4,775,600 
OUTPUT FOR FIRST THR EF QUARTERS, 1920. 
We give helow the figures of coal output for the 
first three iarters of the current vear, and the average 
number of persons employed during each quarter:— 
Output Average number of 
Quarter ended. in tons. persons emploved. 

51st March, 1920 62.103.000 ... 1,188,500 

301) th June, 1920 98,166,000  ... 1,200,300 

39th September, 1920  59,467.000 ... 1,207,800 





PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 
CENTRAL COMMITTFE. 


The el »yenth meeting of the Hosik ry Sub-Committee 
of the Prices Committee was held on 15th November. 
when a discussion took place on the general position 
with regard to the Profit-Limiting Scheme which has 
heen submitted bv representatives of the industrv. 











THE BOARD OF TRADE—continiued. 

The fifty-first meeting of the Standing Committee oy 
Trusts was held on 16th November, when Major J. J). 
Birchall, M.P., and Mr. David Gilmour, O.B.E., wer, 
appointed as additional members of the Standing 
Committee. ; 

Me ~— of Sub-Committees took place on the same 
date as follows:— 

as Sub-Committee (Trusts).—Tenth meeting. Con. 
sideration was given to further particulars w hich have 
been received in connection with the alleged existence 
of a combine. 

Cement and Mortar Sectional Committee of the 
Building Materials Sub-Committee (Prices and Trusts), 
—Twenty-eighth meeting. The Report was approved 
and signed by the members present. 

Yeast Sub-Committee (Trusts).—Seventh meeting. 
Further evidence was taken and it was decided to pro- 
ceed with the preparation of the draft report. 


Meetings of Sub-Committees took place on 17th 
November, as follows: 





Cables Sub-Committee (Trusts).—Second meeting, 
Evidence was taken. 

Dyes and Dyestuffs Sub-Committee (Trusts),— 
Sixteenth meeting. Consideration was given to the 
draft report. ° 

Wool, Tops and Yarns Sub-Committee (Prices),— 


Ninth meeting. A further discussion took place on the 
information which has been received. 


The forty-fourth meeting of the Standing Committee 
on Prices was held on 18th November. Mr. William 
Gibson was appointed as an additional member of the 
Committee. 

Mectings of Sub-Committees 
November, «sg follows :— 

Boot and Shoe Repairs Sub-Committee (Prices)— 
Third meeting. Further evidence was taken. 

Dyeing and Cleaning Scheme Sub-Committee (Prices 
and Trusts).—Second meeting. Evidence was taken. 

Motor Fuel Sub-Committee (Prices).—Twenty-ninth 
meeting. The second Report was approved and signed. 

Meat Sub-Committee (Trusts).—Twenty-fifth meet- 
ing. Further evidence was taken in connection with 
the enquiry into bacon. 


took place on 19th 





_DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 





FARMING IMPLEMENT AND HOUSEHOLD 
UTENSIL CATALOGUES FOR SOUTH 
AFRICA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Capetown reports that 
he has received a request from a co-operative under- 
taking at Port Elizabeth for a full range of catalogues 
of all kinds of farming implements and household articles 
likely to be required by farmers. These catalogues 

should be accompanied by specifications and full par- 
ticulars of the goods mentioned, together with the 


lowest prices for which same may be shipped f.0.b. 
nicarest port. 
H.M. Trade Commissioner adds that the firm was 


recently registered with a capital of £1,000,000, with 
power to increase to £3,000.000. and that there is every 
possibility of it doing business on an exceptionally large 
scale in the future. “He expresses the hope that U nited 
Kingdom firms will do their utmost to furnish the par- 
ticulars asked for and quote competitive prices. 

The name and address of the firm may be obtained 
by United Kinedom firms interested on application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street. Westminster, S.W. 1. 

ENGINEERING ACTIVITIES IN TRINIDAD. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner for the British West 
Indies has forwarded a Report regarding recent enz2il- 
eering activities in Trinidad. ; 

The Report furnishes particulars of the formation 
new companies to carry on the business of marie 
encineering, oil-well drilling and the execution of public 





————___ 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 





works contracts in ‘Trinidad, and should prove of interest 
tg Lritish manufacturers of marine engines, oil-field 
and machine shop equipment, etc. 

~ A copy of the Report will be supplied to United King- 
jon firms on application to the Enquiry Room, Depart- 
vent of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, S.W. 1. 





BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR 
ITALY, 

The Department of Overseas ‘Trade has been informed 
‘hat the British Chamber of Commerce for Italy has 
emoved trom 75, Via Nazionale, Rome, to 288, Via 
sicilia, Rome, 

COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS VISITING 
HUNGARY. 

The following particulars have been supplied by th 
British Comm: Commissioner at Budapesih with 
, view to the visiting 
Hungary :— 

The solicitation of orders bv 
n Hungary is permitted :— 

1. For any class of goods from tradesmen who. in the 
ordinary course of business, make use of the goods in manu- 
facture or for resale. 

9. From tradesmen for office and warehouse fittings and 
requisites, business books, shelves. safes, typewriting 
machines, etc., for the use of the tradesman in his business. 
8 From farmers who, within the limits of their business, 
carry on some branch of manufacture, mill, distillery, starch 
factory, manufacture of dairy produce, etc. Solicitation of 
these orders, however, is confined to such goods as can he 
employed or sold by the farmer within the limits of the said 
manufacture. 

4, Orders may be received from any person, and for any 
srt of goods, irrespective of their destination or employ- 
ment, on express invitation in writing for strictly defined 
articles. 

5. Orders may be solicited for the articles specified below 
from any person, whether making use of the goods in manu- 
facture or for re-sale or not, viz., literary and artistic 
products. (Enlarged or diminished photographs and repro- 
ductions of photographs on enamel are now not considered 
articles of art.) Articles of certified ‘‘Shome’’ industry. 
instruments and scientific apparatus, sewing machines, the 
larger agricultural machines for threshing, sowing, and 
mowing ; also traction engines, steam ploughs, steam pumps, 
and mill plant in general (in the case of orders given by 
mall farmers for machines mentioned under this item, the 
kgislation of the order by local authorities is necessary) : 
plant for the transmission of electric power and for general 
dectric lighting, telegraphs, and stamping seals. 

The solicitation of orders by commercial travellers in 
Hungary is prohibited in other cases than those specified 
above, 

SamPpLeS IMPORTED BY COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS. 

An agreement between the British and Austro-Hun- 
rarian Governments signed on 15th February, 1897, 
provides that samples imported by British commercial 
travellers into Austro-Hungary are exempt from import 
duty, subject to the fulfilment of certain formalities to 
ensure their being re-exported or placed in bond. 

The traveller must deposit the amount of duty which | 
would be leviable, or give security therefor, and on the | 
te-exportation of the samples, provided that this takes 
place within twelve months and that certain Custom 
formalities have been complied with, the duty deposited 
is refunded or the security discharged. Goods carried 
by commercial travellers as samples must not be sold. 
Samples of prohibited goods cannot be imported unless 
the Ministry of Finance gives an import permit. 

Passports, RouTes AND FACILITIES. 

Passports for travellers going to Hungary must by 
vised by the Swedish Legation in London, at 73, Port- 
lnd Place, W. 1. The British Military permit is no 
longer required. 

Particulars as to the best routes to be taken, and the 
various Hungarian banks which would provide the usual | 
facilities. may be had on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade. 35, Old) Queen Street, West- 
mnster, SW. 1. 
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CATALOGUES, ETC., FOR ROUMANIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bucharest calls the attention of 
British firms to the desirability of sending booklets, 
catalogues, literature, etc., to Roumania as “* Printed 
and Commercial Papers,’’ instead of by parcels post, as 
considerable delay occurs in the delivery of packages 
sent by the latter service. 

The limit of weight for Printed and Commercial 
Papers is 41b. 








COMMERCIAL DIRECTORY OF BAGDAD 


AND BASRAH. 

A limited number of copies of the Commercial 
Directory of Pagdad and Basrah have been received by 
the Department of Overseas Trade from the Office of 
the Civil Commissioner in Bagdad, Mesopotamia. 

The directory is divided into two parts, Bagdad and 
dasrah, each part consisting of an alphabetical list of 
business firms and individuals, together with a classified 
trade index, 

Copics of the directory may be obtained by United 
Kingdom firms interested on application at the Enquiry 
Room, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S8.W. 1. 


— $$$ Se 


CATALOGUES FOR QUITO. 

H.M. Consul-General at Quito has notified the 
Uepartment of Overseas Trade that he has received en- 
quiries from local firms for the following :— 

Cattle and live stock. 

silk, cotton and woollen goods. 

Ready-made clothing. 

Silk and cotton goods, hats, cashmeres, etc. 

Electrical material and tools. 

Distilling machinery. 

Leather and boot-making articles. 

Harvesting machines. 

Cloths, leather, footwear, and wallpaper. 

Machinery for the manufacture of 
biscuits, ete. 

Pins, needles, thread, etc. 

Printing outfits, bookbinding machines, etc. 

The Consul-General suggests that catalogues should 
be lorwarded to the enquirers, whose names will be 
furnished to United Kingdom firms interested on appli- 
cation to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. 


confectionery, 





TRADE WITH MEXICO. 


H.M. Vice-Consul at Guadalajara states that the 
import of goods into Mexico via Veracruz and Tampico 
is impossible at present, owing to high railway freights 
and the impossibility of getting cars, but, if goods are 
shipped through the Panama Canal, Western Mexico 
offers a huge field for British enterprise, 

Complaints have been received by the British Vice- 
Consul at Guadalajara that British goods cannot be 
delivered because of the home demand, and it is evident 
that if foreign markets are to be retained, this policy 
must be altered. . 





CYCLE CATALOGUES FOR URUGUAY. 

A despatch has been received from H.M. Minister 
and Consul-General in Montevideo, in which it is stated 
that he has been approached for catalogues of British- 
riade bicycles. H.M. Minister desires to receive cata- 
logues and literature (preferably in triplicate) for dis- 
tribution amongst firms in Uruguay likely to be 
interested in cycles, and for filing purposes in the 
Legation. 

Catalogues, ete., should be addressed formally as 
follows:—-H.B.M. Minister and Consul-General, British 
Legation, Montevideo. 

It is, of course desirable that catalogues should be in 
the Spanish language, with weights and measures 
given in the metrie svstem. 


- 
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Special Articles. 





TRADE BETWEEN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM AND INDIA. 


THE CHANGED CONDITIONS. 








(By Thomas M. Ainscough, O.B.E., H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner in [India and Ceylon.) 


In May last, on my return from India and Persia, 
I wrote an article in the ‘‘ Journal ” de aling with the 
principal factors affecting British trade with India at 
the close of the war. During the past six months I 
have had the opportunity of visiting the principal indus- 
trial and commercial centres in this country, of con- 
ferring with the leading Chambers of Commerce and 
Trade. Associations, of visiting over fifty works of 
various kinds, and, most important of all, I have had 
the privilege of interviewing and exchanging views with 
over 500 individuals and firms interested in trade with 
India. The first-hand knowledge which is acquired on 
a tour of this kind, and, above all, the insight into trade 
problems and difficulties as they affect the producer and 
eumee in this country are invaluable to an overseas 
officer representing the Department of Overseas Trade 
in a market like “India. which--as is wel! known—is 
the greatest outlet in the world for British manu- 
factures. 

During the past six months a complete change has 
come over the economic situation in the United King- 
dom and in India. In both countries the wave of post- 
war industrial and commercial activity and expansion 
has largely spent itself, and the inevitable backwash 
has set in after a period of artificial prosperity and in- 
flation. In both countries the aftermath of war has 
brought almost gereral financial stringency and restric- 
tion of credit. This, in turn, should act as a wholesome 
purge and should clear the w ay for a resumption of 
more stable and permanent trading relations. Prima 
facie, the enormous economic strength of both countries 
is at present prevented from making itself felt in an 
impoverished world, clamouring to be rehabilitated, by 
reason of certain artificial, and it is to be hoped tem- 
porary, factors, which must be removed before either 
country can resume that position in the economic world 
which is due to it by reason of its innate strength. 

It may not be out of place in this article, written on 
the eve of my departure for India, to record a few of 
the more striking impressions of the industrial position 
in this country as it appears to an observer from over- 
seas. A brief outline will then be given of the present 
difficult position in India. 
note of warning to those firms who may already have 
heavy commitments in India, or who may contemplate 
making further shipments to that country. 


THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The two outstanding facts which are brought home 

to the visitor to industrial Britain at every turn are :— 

1. The enormously increased capacity for out- 

put in the works of the country to-day as compared 
with 1914. 

2. The serious actual reduction ir the output, 
which is being made despite the increased facilities 
above mentioned. 

On all sides, but particularly in the iron and steel, 
engineering and allied industries, one finds new and 
remodelled plants, improved and better laid out build- 
more efficient machinery, tools and equipment, 2 
more scientific works organisation, and a broader out- 
look on the part of the management and technical staff. 
The war ne enabled many of the older concerns to 
remodel their plants on modern lines and to bring them 
on a par with the most approved and efficient practic 
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which are equal to, and in many cases are in ‘adtvance, 
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maximum output which it is possible to obtain in retuy 
for the most economical expenditure on standing 
charges. The steel capacity of the country has been 
increased by well over two million tons per annum, 
and the engineering shops are fully equipped to trang. 
late this weight of steel into machinery and other forms 
of manufacture. 

Passing trom the production to the distribution of 
goods, one finds every effort being made to improve the 

sales organisation, and to dev elop overseas trade. Many 
prominent manufacturers are setting up their own 
branches and distributing organisation in the Empir 
and in foreign countries. Others are selecting promin. 
ent merchants and are entrusting the whole of thei 
foreign trade to them. In other cases, the needs of 
each market are carefully investigated and a suitable 
method of representation is adopted, which may differ 
in each case, but which is peculiarly adapted to the 
needs of the country. In almost every case I haye 
found a quickened interest in foreign trade and 4 
realisation of the call for the exercise of as great care 
and trouble in the development of the selling side of 
the business as in that of the works management. No 
is this spirit confined to the manufacturers. The great 
merchants of the City of London, Manchester, Bir. 
mingham and elsewhere are extending their activities 
to new fields, are forming fresh connections, are send. 
ing their representatives to study the new conditions 
in the great markets, and, on the whole, are showing 
themselves ready to meet the intensified foreign com. 
petition of the future. 

One feels that the British producer has hitherto 
never been so well equipped to supply the world with 
his goods and to extend his trade, and yet it is realised 
that the most is not being made of these oppportunities 
and that not only is progress not being made, but the 
tendency is retrograde, owing to the reduction in out- 
put and the consequent increased cost of our manuv- 
factures. The reasons, of course, are many: general 
war-weariness ; dissatisfaction on the part of a large 
section of labour with the existing industrial system: 
a fixed standard of earnings in the minds of many, 
beyond which they consider the extra remuneration is 
not worth the added effort; difficulties in securing 
material; difficulties in some cases in obtaining trans- 
port. Neither the employers nor the employed are 
whelly to blame, but the fact remains that as a result 
of this primary fact the greatest use is not being made 
of our industrial equipment, the prices of British goods 
are steadily soaring until in many cases they are becom: 
ing non-competitive and are being undersold by 
American, Belgian and even German _ productions. 
One hears frequently of contracts being placed in India 
and elsewhere for British plant even at higher prices 
than are quoted by competitors, simply because of our 
reputation for superior quality and durability. This 
may be flattering and may continue for a time, but 
it would be unsafe to assume that this will be a pe- 
manent state of affairs. The same factors which have 
brought about a reduction in output have also caused 
a certain reduction in the standard of quality and finish 
in some cases, and although overseas buyers during the 
past vear or so have accented faute-de-mieux ‘ War 
Quality ’’ and ‘* War Finish,’’ they will not do so when 
better articles can be obtained from our competitors. 
SITUATION, 


UNREALITY OF PRESENT 


Were it not that the present state of affairs must be 
a temporary phase there would be cause for greater 
anxiety. It should be remembered, however, that the 
longer we delay arriving at a sound and stable industrial 
position. the greater inroads will be made into. our trad 
throughout the world. The war has taught us the 


bitter lesson that it requires great efforts to regain groun 


which has heen lost to an adversary. In India. 
American competitors have made sation ible progress, 
both during and name the war, and are eonsolidating 
th DOs 1 The longer the present etate of (lis- 
organisation at home persists, the oreater will be the 
efforts required to dislodge our rivals. The preset 
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wosition in British industry is unreal and cannot en- 
jure. On the one hand we have a highly efficient 
machine, and, what is more important, the will and 
spirit on the part of its proprietors and skilled engineers 
+o make it wield greater power in the world than it 
nas hitherto done. On the other hand we have, rightly 
y wrongly, a strong feeling on the part of the workers 
what they do not secure a sufficient share of the pro- 
juct of the machine. The result is lack of co-opera- 
“ion. a sense of antagonism, flagging interest in the 
york, constantly recurring disputes and diminished out- 
put. The great advantages which we possess of modern 
slant, improved organisation, and economical working 
ave never realised. Prices rise steadily until they reach 
, point where foreign trade is impossible, and where, in 
free trade country, the corrective of cheaper imported 
«ods begins to be operative. This, in turn, brings 
shout short time, unemployment, stagnation and want, 
and in time would bring thig country to the status 
ofa third-rate Power. Happily, it is not too much to 
-xpect a very different result. It would appear that 
ye are passing through the greatest industrial revolu- 
tion in our history. After the upheaval of the war, 
our Whole industrial system is in the melting pot. 
Yorees have been unloosed, many of them destructive 
and dangerous, but on the whole aiming at a more 
equitable and stable adjustment of the rights of the 
ypartners in industry. If the problem is handled rightly 
and with good will on every sfde, and if the difficult 
transition period is bridged without disturbance, then 
is it too much to hope that British industry may reach 
, position of equilibrium which will rest on surer and 
more permanent foundations than any in the past, and 
that the country will go forward through a period of 
ndustrial and commercial progress which will transcend 
ill previous records? The United Kingdom has hitherto 
od the way in truly democratic institutions. 


THE Corron INDUSTRY. 


The menace to the availability of sufficient raw 
material in face of the increasing consumption of raw 
cotton in the United States and a tendency towards 
reduced American cotton crops, is one which I am 
happy to observe is engaging more serious attention 
in Laneashire, and the efforts of the Empire Cotton 
Growing Committee to stimulate the supply within the 
Fmpire are receiving wider recognition. The competi- 
tion of the Indian and Japanese mills, based largely on 
Indian cotton, may present a more serious problem in 
the future, if the high price of American cotton becomes 
established, particularly in view of the fact that in the 
case of the great consuming markets of India and 
China there is a maximum limit above which the con- 
sumer cannot afford to pay the price for good quality, 
and he therefore falls back on the coarser but cheaper 
‘oth woven in Eastern mills. This process of sub- 
stitution ig already going on in India, and is only 
limited by the present capacity of the Indian mills. 
I have little doubt that the cotton industry, with its 
usual grit and determination, will face and deal with 
these problerns of the future. It is desirable, however, 
to emphasise the need for vigilance and accurate in- 
vestigation of the position in the great Eastern markets, 
and in this connection it is to be hoped that the pro- 
posed Lancashire Mission to the East will materialise 
iiring the coming year. 

The position of the great majority of our industries 
has completely changed during the past six months. 
In May last they were, on the whole, engaged for a 
long period ahead. and manufacturers were faced with 
the problem of allotting a certain proportion of their 
utput to foreien trade, not only with a view to 
stabilising the exchanges, but also to enable us to 
maintain our position in overseas market, and to meet 
the many complaints from foreign buyers that their 
interests were being neglected. The outlook to-day is 
very different. With few exceptions, the industries of 
urgently need profitable business. It is 
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lifficult at the moment to see where an adequate volume 
ot orders is to come from until existing stocks of goods, 
purchased at high prices, are cleared into consumption, 
and until quotations are reduced to a level of prices 
which can be paid without stint by an impoverished 
world. 

INDIA, 

India, also, is passing through a very dithcult period 
of financial stringency and acute trade depression, It 
is well known that India emerged from the war in a 
nore prosperous condition than ever before. High 
prices were realised for her produce, which reacted on 
the prosperity of the ryot and largely offset the rise in 
the cost of living. The cotton, jute, tanning, mining 
and other industries passed through a period of unpre- 
cedented prosperity. The Government of India adopted 
the policy of a direct stimulation of domestic industries 
with a view to making the country more self-contained 
in respect of men and material. Both Europeans and 
Indians applied themselves whole-heartedly to the task 
of building up great and prosperous industries, and the 
relmarkable industrial boom of 1919 indicated the high- 
water mark of a period of phenomenal prosperity, great 
expansion and dangerous inflation. 

The early months of 1920 witnessed a decided set- 
back, and the period which follows has been almost 
entirely dominated by the fluctuations of exchange. In 
the early months of the year exchange rose steadily 
until it reached the high level of 2s. 10d. T.T. This 
acted ag a very severe check on the exports of Indian 
produce, and when to this state of affairs was added 
a period of stagnation in the produce consuming markets 
of the Continent of Europe and the United States, the 
effect on Indian prosperity was very great. Produce 
prices fell, exports were restricted, and the balance of 
trade gradually veered. against the country. On the 
other hand, the high rates of exchange stimulated the 
imports of goods from this country and from America. 
India had been starved of imported goods for five years, 
and the opportunity was taken of placing the accumu- 
lated orders at such a favourable exchange. These 
orders were executed and the goods have been shipped 
throughout the past summer, and are still being shipped 
to India in enormous quantities. Consequently, the 
balance of, trade has moved still further against India, 
and has gradually brought down exchange rates until 
the rupee stood as low as 1s. 7d. during October. Im- 
port dealers, therefore, are faced with a fall of 40 per 
cent. in exchange, and the prices of goods expressed in 
rupees have not advanced to anything like the same 
extent. Consequently, the bazaars are unable to pay 
the prices asked, and rather than face the heavy loss, 
dealers in some cases are cancelling, or endeavouring 
to cancel, orders, and are making every endeavour to 
postpone facing their liabilities in the hope that ex- 
change may rise and so reduce their losses. 

Another complexity in the eyes of the Indian dealer 
is the fixing of the rupee by the Currency Commission 
at a rate of ten to the gold sovereign. In face of this 
Government order he fails to understand how it can 
be possible for the rate of exchange on the pound 
sterling to fall so low. The result is that we find im- 
portant bodies, such as the Delhi Sundries Mercantile 
Association, unanimously passing a resolution to the 
effect that payment of foreion bills will be stopped 
until an exchange rate is in force at the minimum rate 
of two shillings to a rupee. 

To make matters worse there is a great shortage of 
ready money in the bazaars, and heavy losses have been 
sustained by many individuals owing to the slump in 
the share markets. Large amounts of Indian capital 
were forthcoming last year for industrial ventures of 
all kinds, and the prices of shares rose to absurdly 
high levels. The inevitable reaction haz taken place, 
and very many operators find that they are financially 
crippled. Mcreover, as is only to be expected, credit 
is severely restricted, and the banks in India are foreed 
to curtail their advances until there is a freer liqui- 


dation of goods. 
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Throughout the whole of the East, from Bombay to 
Yokohama, there is at the present time a very Serious 
state of congestion of trade, with severe financial strin- 
gency. India, considered statistically, is in a much 
stronger position than certain other Eastern markets, 
and, if only the goods could be moved up country and 
cleared into consumption, confidence would soon be 
restored. The consuming districts in the Mofussil are 
not heavily stocked, but they simply cannot afford to 
pay the prices asked by importers in the ports. Until 
dealers are willing to face their losses and liquidate 
their stocks, which were bought at the top of the 
market and at a much higher rate of exchange, It Is 
difficult to see how any improvement in the situation 
can be effected. 


WARNING TO Export HovusgEs. 


In the meantime the greatest care should be taken 
by exporting houses in this country not to add to the 
present difficulties by shipping goods which they may 
have reason to fear will not be taken up. The Eastern 
banks are carrying a very heavy financial burden in al! 
countries of the East at the present time, and it is 
incumbent on the exporter in this counry to realise this 
fact and to modify his commitments as far as possible 
until the position improves. There has been a consider- 
able amount of business done with small Indian 
traders during the past two boom years by firms in the 
United Kingdom, who have had little experience oi 
the dangers and pitfalls of the market, and it is 
primarily to thém that I would address this warning. 
When markets are good and prices rising, drafts are 
taken up and all is well. In a crisis such as the pre- 
sent, however, many of the lesser Indian firms get 
early into difficulties, and the shipper finds himself 
saddled with a cargo of goods in some up-country 
station which he can only dispose of at a heavy loss. 
Still worse, where D/A terms have 
eranted he may have to face a loss of the whole value 
of the shipment. It is extraordinarily difficult in 
India to obtain a current and accurate report on the 
financial] standing and integrity of a small Indian im- 
porter, particularly when he resides in one of the smaller 
Motussil stations. He may be worth five lakhs of 
rupees one day and be insolvent the next, and even 
though it may be established on good authority that he 
has a substantial capital, one can never ascertain what 
commitments he may have already made. India is one 
of the most dangerous markets in the werld for a new 
firm to trade with unless it has either good agents in 
the country or maintains its own travelling represen- 
tatives. ‘To all firms I would emphasise the fact that 
the greatest caution must be exercised to-day in the 
transaction of business with small Indian companies. 

Despite the present difficult position in India, which 
I feel convinced is a temporary one, being due partly 
to the fluctuations of exchange, partly to a natural 
reaction after a great industrial boom, and mainly to 
depressed and uncertain world conditions, I still believe 
that the general state of the country is good, and there 
is Cause for some optimism in viewing the future. The 
present monsoon, although it cannot be termed an ex- 
cellent one, is a fair average, or what would be ealled 
in India ‘‘a twelve anna monsoon.’’ The country is 
still short of a great variety of goods, notwithstanding 
the present stocks in the ports, but purchases have been 
withheld owing to high rupee prices at the current rate 
of exchange. When the present abnormal situation is 
cleared, as I hope and believe it will be before next 
spring, I look forward to India continuing along the 
path of material progress in which she has made such 
great strides during the past few years, and I have little 
doubt that British trade will be able to maintain and 
extend its position and will materially contribute to 
the prosperity of a new and transformed India. 
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FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


ANALYSIS OF WEIGHT AND VOLUME, 
1914 AND 1920. 


\WWe have published from time to time analyses of 
the overseas trade of the United Kingdom by value and 
by volume, and have shown comparisons between the 
after-war and the pre-war trade upon a common basis 
of 1918 values. The caleulations have been made br 
the Statistical Department of the Board of Trade. Caj. 
eulations upon somewhat similar lines tor the foreign 
trade of the United States have been undertaken by the 
Statistician of the National City Bank ot New York, and 
the results are now before us. Mr, O. P. Austin, the 
Statistician, explains his methods. He observes that 
quantities are not given for all merchandise imported 
into and exported from the United States, but as regard; 
three-fourths of the foreign trade, quantities are stated. 
and it is possible in every case to determine the per. 
centage of increase in quantity, item by item, of the 
articles thus enumerated as entering or leaving the 
country. The units of quantity in most Cases are 
pounds, but other units are employed, such as gallons, 
barrels, bushels, numbers of locomotives or automobiles, 
and of the square yards of textile cloths. In order to 
arrive at a quantitative total for the fiscal year ended 
30th June, 1920, and té compare it with a corresponding 
total tor 1945-14. Mr. Austin has adopted the bold and 
laborious device ot reducing al] specified quantities toa 
common basis of pounds weight. This has necessitated 
expert estimates of the number of pounds represented by 
the various non-pound units. 
QUANTITY AND VALUE, 








With this method, he says, of estimating the. actual 
increase in quantity of merchandise entering and leaving 
the country in 1919-1920 as compared with 1913-1914— 
by reducing to the common unit of pounds all articles 
in Which quantities are in any way stated by the official 
figures (which, as already indicated, form three-fourths 
of the total value of the imports and exports, respee- 
tively)—it is possible accurately to determine the 
iucrease in quantity of the merchandise which can this 
be reduced to the common basis, and, at the same time, 
measure the increase in valuation of the articles in which 
quantities are shown; and also to determine the value 
which these respective articles would have shown in 
1919-1920, item by item, if valued at the 1913-1914 price 
per unit of quantity. This process, while involving a 
very large number of calculations, shows that the number 
of pounds of merchandise exported in 1919-1920 (includ. 
ing all articles in which quantities can be shown) was 
only 85 per cent. greater than in 1913-1914, while the 
stated value at the 1919-1920 price was 225 per cent. 
sreater, an increase of 35 per cent. in quantity exported 
and an increase of 225 per cent. in stated value. On 
the import side, the percentage of increase over 1913: 
1914 is much greater than on the export side, the total 
number of pounds imported (so far as can be determined 
by including all articles in which quantities are named) 
show an increase of approximately 75 per cent. i2 
number of pounds when comparing 1919-1920 with 1913- 
1914, but an increase of 250 per cent. in value. 

WEIGHT IN PounpDs. 

The following figures show the weight in pounds of 
goods imported and exported during 1919-20 and 1913- 
14 (for which weight can be stated) :— 


Percentage 
Weight in pounds. of 
1913-1914 1919-1920 increase. 


Imports 34,992 000,000 57 978 000,000 65:6 
Exports ..... 110,409,000,000 148,693,000,000 34:6 
VALUES AT 1913-1914 Prices. 

The following figures show the declared values o 
imports and exports in 1919-20 and 1913-14 for which 
quantity is shown and the value of 1919-20 quantities 
at the prices of 1913-14. About 70 per cent. ot the total 
trade of the two vears is represented :— 
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Value of 1919-20 


Percentage quantities at 





stated value of articles for 
which weight is shown. 


1914. 1920. of 1913-1914 prices. 

Dols. Dols. Increase. Dols. 
1,163,000,000 3,599,000 ,000 243-9 1,977 ,000,000 
1,667 ,000,000 5,474,000,006 224-4 2,308,000 ,000 


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN QUANTITY AND PRICE. 

Mr. Austin examines the above figures as follows :— 

It will be seen that for the principal articles in which 
quantities can be shown, the number of pounds of merchan- 
ise imported increased about 66 per cent. when comparing 
the fiscal year 1919-1920 with 19138-1914, but that the valua- 
tion of these same articles increased 244 per cent. in the 
ame period, while in the exports the quantities show an 
merease of 35 per cent. and the valuation 225 per cent. A 
till more striking evidence of the fact that the increase in 
quantity of merchandise imported or exported falls far 
below the increase in stated value is shown by an examina- 
tion of the final column of the table, which states the value 
at which the 1919-1920 quantities of merchandise imported 
or exported would have shown if stated in the valuations ot 
1913-1914. It will be seen that the 1919-1920 imports (for 
which weights are shown), which were valued at 3,998,900 ,000 
dols. in 1919-1920, would have cost at the 1913-1914 prices 
only 1,977,200,000 dols., and that the 1919-1920 exports (for 
which weights are shown), stated at 5,474,000,000 dols., 
vould have amounted to only 2,308,000,000 dols. if exported 
at the 1913-1914 prices. Assuming that a similar relation 


, of 1919-1920 prices per umit of quantity occurred in those 


articles in which weights are not shown, it would appear 
that the total imports into the United States in the fiscal 
vear 1919-1920, valued at 5,239,000,000 dols., would, if stated 
at the 1913-1914 prices per unit of quantity, have amounted 
to only about 2.600,090,000 dols., and that the total domestic 
exports of 1919-1920, which were valued at 7,950,000,000 
dols., would, if stated in 1913-1914 prices, have amounted 
to only about 3,340,000,000 dols., suggesting that our total 
foreign commerce in 1919-1920, which totals (including 
foreign merchandise re-exported) 13,350,000,000 dols., would, 
if stated at 1913-1914 prices, have amounted to but about 
§,000,000,000 dols. 

The extent to which this increase in stated values of both 
imports and exports is due in large degree to higher prices 
is illustrated by a comparison of the average import and 
export prices of certain important articles in 1919-1920 with 
those of 1913-1914. Of raw silk, for example, the average 
import price in the fiscal year 1913-1914 was 3:42 dols. per 
pound, and in the fiscal year 1919-1920 averaged 9-29 dols. 
per pound. Of goat skins, the average imported price in 
1913-1914 was 26-2 cents per pound, and in 1919-1920 95:7 
cents; in hides of cattle, the 1913-1914 average import price 
was 18-6 cents, and in 1919-1920 34:4 cents per pound. Of 
coffee, the import price in 1913-1914 averaged 11-1 cents per 
pound, and in 1919-1920 21-9 cents per pound. In manila 
hemp, the average import price of 1913-1914 was 196-82 dols. 
per ton, and in 1919-1920 265°33 dols. per ton; of tin, the 
average import price advanced from 39-4 cents per pound 
in 1913-1914 to 56-2 cents in 1919-1920; of clothing wool, the 
import price in 1913-1914 was 25 cents per pound, and in 
1919-1920 53 cents; and in raw sugar, the average import 
price stood in 1913-1914 at just 2 cents per pound, and in 
1919-1920 averaged 9-05 cents per pound. On the other hand, 
certain equally important articles of import, notably rubber 
and jute, show lower prices in 1919-1920 than in 1913-1914. 

On the export side the increases in price per unit of 
quantity were equally startling. Wheat exported in 1913- 
1914 averaged 95 cents per bushel, and in 1919-1920 2-50 
dols. per bushel. Corn exports in 1913-1914 averaged 75 
cents per bushel, and in 1919-1920 1-65 dols. per bushel ; 
bituminous coal advanced from an average of 2°49 dols. per 
ton in 1913-1914 to 5-76 dols. per ton in the exports of 1919- 
1920; raw cotton averaged 12:8 cents per pound in 1913-1914, 
and 39-2 cents per pound in 1919-1920, while prices of cotton 
cloths exported in 1919-1920 showed a corresponding increase 
as compared with 1913-1914. Sole leather, of which the 
export price averaged 25-6 cents per pound in 1913-1914, 
stood at 49-5 cents per pound in 1919-1920; and boots and 
shoes, which averaged 1:80 dols. per pair in the exports of 
1913-1914, averaged 3:90 dols. per pair in 1919-1920; leaf 
tobacco, in which the average export price in 1913-1914 was 
121 cents per pound, averaged 42:9 cents in 1919-1920; and 
illuminating oils. which averaged 6:4 cents per gallon in 
1918-1914, averaged 13-9 cents per gallon in 1919-1920. 


No ApnormMat INCREASE IN QUANTITY. 
The general effect of the comparison seems, in 
4 . . . = ° 
Austin’s view, to justify the assertion that the 
centage of increase in quantity of both imports 
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exports was little greater in the 1914-20 period than 
in the 1908-14 period, which was itself considered to 
be a period of slowly advancing prices. The quantity 
of imports apparently increased about 70 percent. in 
the six-year period, 1914-20, and approximately 60 per 
cent. in the six-year period, 1908-14, while the quantity 
of exports increased approximately 33 per cent. in the 
1914-20 period and 25 per cent. in the 1908-14 period. 
GENERAL CONCLUSIONS. 

The main conclusions to be drawn from the statistical 
examination are given in the following words: 

The fact that the big increase in our export figures is 
chiefly due to high prices, while startling to those who felt 
a pride in the growth of our export trade, and especially 
the large excess of exports over imports which we have main- 
tained for many years, is not so surprising when we con- 
sider that the United States is reaching the stage reached 
by all tully-developed nations in which her population is 
consuming a steadily increasing percentage ot her own 
products and bringing in larger quantities of manutactur- 
ing material and tood, especially of the tropical and sub- 
tropical character not readily produced in our own temperate 
zone country. Our imports of tropical and sub-tropical 
products, nearly all of a class absolutely required for manu- 
facturing or tood, have grown from 750,000,000 dols. in 
1913-1914, to 2,800,000,000 dols. in 1920. This tremendous 
increase in imports of this character—a class of merchan- 
dise which we do not readily produce in our own temperate 
zone climate—consists largely of the material required by 
our manufacturers or as food for our growing population. On 
the other hand, our exportation of domestic products for use 
in manutacturing steadily falls off in quantity because of 
the increasing demand of our own manufacturers therefor, 
while the share of our foodstuffs, especially wheat and meats, 
which we can spare for other parts of the world, after meet- 
ing the demands of our growing population, steadily declines. 
These conditions, to which we are arriving through the 
growth in our population, and increasing activity of our 
manufacturers, are the perfectly logical explanation of the 
fact that the percentage of increase in our imports in the 
1914-1920 period has been far greater than the percentage 
of increase in our exports, though it is not improper to add 
that the excess of exports over imports in the fiscal year 
1920 still stands at 2,872,000,000 dols., as against a high- 
water mark of 666,000,000 dols. prior to the war. 

While the fact that the quantity of merchandise enterimg 
and leaving the country in the period which we have. looked 
upon as one of tremendous commercial growth is thus 
apparently tar below .that indicated by the figures based 
upon inflated values—in fact, seems to show a percentage of 
increase in quantity little more than prior to the war, we 
may still congratulate ourselves upon the fact that the 
growth in quantity exported has been far greater than that 
of any other country of the world, and the percentage of 
growth probably greater than that of any of the great com- 
mercial nations. Figures recently compiled in Great Britain 
show that despite the big increase in the valuation of her 
export trade, the quantity exported still falls below that 
of the years immediately preceding the war, and this is true 
in a much greater degree with the continent of Europe, 
whose exports in quantity at the present are far less than 
that of the year preceding the war, while our own, as above 
indicated, are approximately 33 per cent. greater than at- 
the beginning of the war. Statistics of the trade of 19 
principal countries, compiled by the Supreme Economi 
Council, show that the quantities of merchandise moved in 
their foreign commerce in 1919 aggregated only about two- 
thirds as much as in 1913, though the valuation in 1919 far 
exceeded that of 1913. 

Still another feature upon which we may congratulate 
ourselves with reference to the substantial gains in quanti- 
ties both imported and exported, while in most countries 
of the world there has been a fall, is the fact that the increas- 
ing imports are largely in the interests of our manufac- 
turers, as the increase in exports consists almost exclusively 
in manufactures, the quantity of foodstuffs showing marked 
declines, and that of manufacturing materials materially 
less in 1919-1920 than in the year preceding the war, while 
manufacturing material imported shows large gains in 
quantity, indicating that of the increase of 33 per cent. in 
quantity of merchandise exported, manufactures form a 
very large share, thus assuring to labour as well as the capital 
engaged in manufacturing a permanent growth in the ex- 
port trade, while most of the other parts of the manufactur- 
ing world still show a fall-off in quantity, as compared with 
the year preceding the war. 
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Amports (VALUES oF 1919-20 REDUCED TO LEVEL 


OF 


1913-14.) 


We give for comparative purposes figures of the ten 
principal United States imports of Food, Raw Materials 
and Manufactures in 1913-14 and 1919-20, and a column 


showing tiie values at 
imports :— 


1913-14 prices of the 1919-20 


Value of 

















1919-1920 
Value (U0U omitted) imports at 
1913- 
1913-1914. 1919-1920. 1914 
prices. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Foodstutis— 
SN - * edeiacanmsiuindikiniae 102,436 688,127 151,744 
DE: . . sXuitumcbubibbnkgiownhen 110,725 310,702 155,865 
EE: ss cenditse eniiaalouibaidiie’ 16,735 25,800 17,984 
rrr meee eee 20,798 72,946 46,942 
Bleats, fregh — ............. 17,079 9,947 5,240 
irra endbacan 24,120 53,250 21,100 
Fruits and nuts ......... 39,100 105,400 79,900 
DIL. ° Anenasvenesades 8,400 39,200 13,600 
Vegetable oils ............ 20,200 115,000 62,100 
Food animals ............ 18,697 45,081 12,387 
 <~einapigescensnts 378,290 1,461,453 562,462 
Increase in value _............ 286°3 per cent. 
Manufacturing Materials— 
SND? aed leaadidideed andes 19,457 156,918 01,797 
WTS .noccccacsessosconsvees 54,350 86.630 47 302 
se 97,828 437,951 161,244 
T°? —_‘soaeniubehaembenesae 53,191 212,848 95 349 
ae ac cdneenninl 71,220 274,156 335,168 
IIL. * osathaieitianlabbmbiaanailagid 120,290 376,892 167,700 
rer 35,029 78,164 54,711 
RE i ©6iRiendnibbineebicdeainhas 39,422 73,641 01,581 
BE -  cavukwncuabbe verre 54,300 89,300 63,500 
Soda, nitrate............. 17,950 40,315 28.445 
ae eernenne ener 563,037 1,826,815 1,056,797 





Increase in value 


Manufactures— 


224-3 per cent. 














Cotton cloths -............ 11,845 44 O90 24 545 
Cotton yarn ............. 3,877 19,510 5,412 
Woollen cloths .......... 12,794 12.858 5,258 
NN a aie winapiuiee 11,038 88 020 43,239 
CIC. 2 culais cinsineisiinio 4,627 5,280 3,098 
ane 440 845 1.664 
a eo eee eer 814 1,252 41] 
Paper, printing _....... 11,076 51,210 25,135 
MD -- isirdandenatngens 17,100 53,400 24,900 
NE dasnisenneeonciee 3,461 13,477 3,797 

> ociiibininbniebcatelanen 77,407 289 942 137,419 

Increase jin value ............... 275°7 per cent. 


Exports (VALUES OF 
OF 
The following figures 


1919-20 REDUCED TO LEVEL 
1913-14). 
of Exports correspond with 


those given above for Imports :— 


Value of 














1919-1920 
Value (000 omitted) exports at 
1913- 
1913-1914. 1919-1920. 1914 
prices. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Foodstuffs— 
ee | re 156.900 756,000 311.000 
Ey meee) eer 176.500 614,400 978 000 
NS Ra 1.341 104.862 58.995 
RSE 2 ae Ce nea ree 8 265 26 280 12.175 
Fruits and nuts. ....... 15.600 41.500 19.200 
PO ee em 1,840 131.771 52 274 
I as 21.768 30.711 11.982 
TOEEORS  cccvccorecconse 9 600 91.700 10 500 
Vegetable oils .......... 15.200 88 AND 12.200 
Food animals _........... 515 11.522 5,516 
ener eres 400.429 1,777,046 771.842 
Increase in value ............... 344-2 per cent 





a — 








eg 7 








SPECIAL ARTICLES—coniinued. 





Manufacturing Materials— 











COO, CO ccveccscses. 610,475 1,381,707 454 395 
DE Shitsbnewnsuida canes 128,137 127,913 92,278 
Nickel, oxide, etc. ...... 9,403 1,144 779 
re errr 53,903 271,941 76,315 
Hides and skins ....... 2,807 10,689 3,406 
PRR Ree fer 6,516 71,404 12.616 
BE, © piace ra iicis 1,502 4,207 2,673 
TL.  sscxcunamibtinbanawnnden 8,790 26,189 21,300 
ere caaie 11,217 24.848 6,132 
err reer rr cere 3,401 4.579 3,29! 

MEE, anccanddinersscienns 839,111 1,884,621 673,187 

Increase in value ............... 124-6 per cent. 
Manufactures— 

Locomotives _............ 3,093 42 979 13,698 
eS 10,259 32.207 16,782 
Steel bars. ............... 7,392 53,843 95.041 
Steel billets ............... 1,042 17,887 6,417 
IE ncvenccacdccsnve 3,643 34,205 15.748 
Leather, sole ............ 7,475 35,406 18,31] 
Cotton cloths _........... 28.844 211,958 60,776 
Binder twine ............ 9 4296 9 805 5,100 
Automobiles —............. 26 400 150,400 90.000 
ela pees 3,382 9 599 4496 

RCN Serene eres 101,556 598,289 256,369 

Increase in value ............... 195-3 per cent. 


THE EXPORT OF AMERICAN COAL, 


A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES. 

Mr. J. W. Alexander, Secretary of Commerce, United 
States, has written a Memorandum setting forth the 
principles which, in his view, should govern the export 
of coal from the United States. He points out that 
an abundant supply of coal for domestic industries and 
public utilities is the first requisite, and that, from the 
national point of view of the United States, ‘‘ coal is not 
a particularly desirable commodity for export.’’ The 
Secretary of Commerce explains his meaning as follows: 

COAL NoT A DESIRABLE EXxxporr. 





“It is a raw material, and its export brings profit 
only to those immediately concerned in the industry, 
It is far better to export coal in the form of manufac. 
tured commodities than in its raw state. If coal is 
utilised for power in the manufacture of finished pro- 
ducts the labour and capital engaged in producing coal 
will receive the same return as if the coal was shipped 
overseas, Jn addition, the labour and capital engaged 
In the manufacture of finished commodities will also 
share in the profits, and the national gain will be s 
much greater. It should also be borne in mind that the 
export of coal on a large scale means the depletion of our 
reserves and the mining of coal at an increasing cost 
of production. When vegetable products, such as cotton 
and grain, are exported, there is no depletion of our 
reserves, as another season brings forth an additional 
crop. It is true there is some depletion of the soil, but 
this is readily remedied by scientific methods of agr- 
culture. The export of coal, however, takes away just 
so much of the product as is nearest the surface. The 
cost of production increases, and there is a tendency to 
bring lower-grade coal into the market. It has fre- 
quently been pointed out that the total exports of coal 
forr. only a small percentage of our total production. 
but the coal that is exported comes almost entirely from 
the Appalachian field, which also supplies the most 
highly developed industrial districts. 
development of the export trade from this field is likely 
to result in an increased price to domestic consumers 
who are manufacturing for home consumption and 
foreign trade.”’ 


“he tao extensive 


ADVANTAGEOUS Coan Exports, 

This statement of general principles is qualified by 
pointing out that while coal is not a profitable com- 
modity for the United States to export, there are 
markets to which it may profitably be exported with 4 
view to developing foreign trade or the mercantile 
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marine. The United States are the natural source of 
coal for those countries lying to the south, where local 
coal production has not been developed. Coal may 
also form an advantageous outward cargo for ships trad- 
ing With countries to which other outward cargoes are 
lacking. It is better to load coal than ballast 
and outward going coal tends to lower inward 
reichts. But this employment of coal to reduce 
shipping freights on inward raw materials involves very 
dose co-operation between coal producers and the 
shipping interests. While there is a shortage of coal in 
Furope it is proper, in Mr. Alexander’s view, to supply 
American coal to Kuropean manufacturing countries, 
but he does not consider that American coal producers 
aan obtain any permanent footing in Europe. 
Economic Export Po.icy. 

The Secretary for Commerce concludes his state- 
ment as follows :— 

Some of the producers of coal who read this article 
(“Commerce Reports’’) may think that I lack sympathy for 
the development of the coal industry. If I have laid down 
sme principles which seem to discourage the export of coal, 
[do so because I believe that these principles form part of a 
sund national economic policy, and I believe that coal pro- 
ducers will benefit in the long run more by a sound economic 
export policy than by a procedure that might for a short 
time promise to yield larger profits. What is best for the 
country as a Whole will, in the long run, be best for every 
industrial group. The primary interest of the coal producer 
isin furnishing coal to domestic consumers at as low a rate 
as possible. The development of foreign markets for manu- 
factured goods will inevitably result in a stable domestic 
market for coal. I am sure that no coal producer would 
advocate the inefficient and wasteful use of coal in our 
domestic industries merely because such a use would cause 
more coal to be consumed, and would probably increase the 
price. For the same reason I do not believe that coal pro- 
ducers will favour an indiscriminate export policy. When 
normal conditions are restored we should limit our en- 
deavours to export coal to countries that are our natural 
markets and to countries needing coal to which our vessels 
sil in ballast. After the present shortage has been met we 
should leave the European field to European producers. We 
should use coal to develop our merchant marine and our 
foreign trade. Cheap, efficient, and accessible coal is one of 
the foundations of industry. Such a basis for our manufac- 
turers will greatly assist them to penetrate into foreign 
markets, and the industrial activity thus promoted will result 
in both direct and indirect profit to the coal producer. 


———— 


Notes on Trade. 


(While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Requla- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
leqal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. | 











AGRICULTURAL WEALTH OF CANADA IN 1919, 

The gross value of the agricultural wealth of Canada 
in the year 1919, which has been estimated by the 
Dominion Government at 7,379,299,000 dols., is made 
up. states H.M. Trade Commissioner at Winnipeg, as 
follows :— 


Dollars. 
Agricultural production 1.975.841 ,000 
Value of farm lands ...... 2.792 229,000 
0 ererrererrrrererer 927,548,000 
Implements —.............0000: 387.079 ,000 
Farm Jive stock ........... 1,296,602 ,000 





IMPERIAL SHIPPING COMMITTEE. 

The Imperial Shipping Committee met, under the 
Chairrnanship of Sir Halford Mackinder, on Thursday, 
I8th November, and took the evidence of Mr. H. F. 
Carey, of the T.ondon Assurance Cornoration, nominated 
by Llovd’s Committee, to give evidence in respect to 
the adjustment of claims for loss of or damage to goods 
cattied by sea, in connection with the question of the 
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limitation of shipowners’ liability. Mr. J. S. 
McConechy, the Joint Honorary Secretary to the Man- 
chester Association of Exporters and Importers, also 
gave evidence on the same subject on behalf of the 
Manchester Association. 

On the next day the Committee took the evidence 
of Mr. W. C. Thorne, Solicitor to the Mersey Docks 
and Harbour Board, in respect of the Port of Liverpool. 





RESEARCH WORK IN BRITISH COLONIES 
AND PROTECTOUORATES. 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies has appointed 

a Committee consisting of 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Chalmers, G.C.B. (Chairman), 

Sir H. Birchenough, Bt., K.C.M.G., 

Sir J. Rose Bradtord, K.C.M.G., C.B., F.R.S.., 

Sir W. Fletcher, K.B.E., F.R.S., 

Professor E. B. Poulton, F.R.S., 

Sir D. Prain, C.M.G., C.1.E., F.R.S., 

Sir H. Read, K.C.M.G., C.B., 

Sir S. Stockman, 

Sir A. Strachan, K.B.E., F.R.S., 

Mr. A. B. Acheson, Colonial Office (Secretary) ; 
to cousider and report what steps can be taken to secure 
the assistance of the Universities of this country in 
carrying out the research work which is essential to the 
protection of the inhabitants of the Colonies and Pro- 
tectorates from disease and to the successful develop- 
ment of their veterinary, agricultural, and mineral 
resources, 





TOGOLAND—SALE OF PROPERTIES OF LATE 
ENEMY SUBJECTS. 

The Crown Agents for the Colonies notify for general 
information that it is proposed to sell by public auction 
at Accra, in about four months from the present date, 
various properties of late enemy subjects situate in 
that portion of Togoland mandated to His Majesty. 
Full particulars will be available shortly, and may be 
obtained from the Controlling Officer, Enemy Property, 
Aecra, Gold Coast. 





LIVESTOCK ENTERING OR LEAVING MOROCCO 
(French Zone). 


The “‘ Bulletin Officiel ’’ of 7th September contains a 


copy of an Arrété Viziriel of 7th August, modifying the 
, , 

charges in the French Zone in connection with the 
inspection of livestock entering or leaving the country. 

A copy of the above, in French, may be consulted by 
British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, S.W. 1. 





CONTROL OP WHEAT AND FLOUR IN 
ROUMANIA. 

By a Ministerial Decision which came into force on 
Ist November, the flour mills of Roumania, states the 
Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Bucharest, 
are to mill only one quality of flour, which will con- 
sist of the whole wheat except 23 per cent. of husk 
and 2 per cent. loss, leaving 75 per cent. flour. An 
exception to this rule is to be made, however, in the 
ease of certain of the larger flour mills, which will 
receive the authorisation of the Under-Secretary of State 
for Reconstruction and Approvisionment to mill flour 
of luxury quality representing 5 per cent. of the wheat 
stocks. It is stated that this luxury flour will be sold to 
the pastry cooks at a minimum price of 4 lei per kilo- 
sram, while any surplus will be exported against com- 
pensation. 

The 5 per cent. quota of flour of luxury quality is 
declared purchasable only by the State, which reserves 
to itself the right of sale. 

It is also reported that the Council of Ministers has 
decided to immobilise the wheat crop of the entire 
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country. ‘The measure, if taken, will prevent any portion 
ot the wheat crop being moved trom its present place of 
storage or warehouse save with Ministerial authorisation. 





ADVERTISING IN NORTHERN SIAM. 

A report has been received from H.M. Consul, 
Chiengmai, Northern Siam, on the subject of pub- 
licity and advertising in that district. He states that 
no attempts at extensive or systematic advertising of 
foreign manutactures have hitherto been made in 
Northern Siam. Only one firm appears to advertise to 
any extent. Their posters appear in all the principal 
towns of the district. They are gaily coloured, bear- 
ing pictures specially designed for use in Siam, e.g., 
elephants and Siamese mythological beings, with 
Siamese letterpress, 

H.M. Consul was informed that the result of these 
advertisements, on which a great deal of money was 
expended, have fully justified the outlay, both im 
Southern and in Northern Siam. He states that us a 
veneral rule the inhabitants of Northern Siam possess 
characteristics which would render them susceptible to 
the influence or suggestion of suitable advertising. 

They are, though in some ways conservative, by no 
means prejudiced against foreigners or foreign goods ; 
thev are easily influenced, and readily attracted by 
novelties. There is no caste system, and hardly any 
advertisement would be likely to cause offence. 

Against this, it must be said that a large propor- 
tion of the population, including most of the women, 
are illiterate, and that few of the older generation can 
read Siamese, but only the local Lao characters. Adver- 
tisements designed for Siam as a whole would, there- 
fore, be unintelligible to a majority of the inhabitants 
of the North. 

It must be borne in mind that, though the population 
of the district is about 1,400,000, only a small propor- 
tion of these use goods of foreign origin to any consider- 
able extent. H.M. Consul is, however, of opinion that 
advertising, suitably carried out, might, in the case of 
certain classes of goods, be found worth while—for 
such commodities, for instance, as tobacco (cigarettes), 
soap, patent medicines, cutlery, ete. 





PAPER FACTORY CONCESSION IN ECUADOR 

Information has been received from H.M. Represen- 
tative at Quito to the effect that the Government of 
Ecuador are prepared to grant valuable concessions to 
British capitalists to establish a paper factory in 
Ecuador, where large virgin forests are stated to exist. 
It is understood that the concession might also include 
the construction of a railway through the forest district. 
The Ecuadorean Government are also stated to have 
under consideration the immediate construction of a 
Customs House and Wharf at Guavaquil. No further 
information is at present available, but enquiries could 
be made on behalf of any firms interested, on applica- 
tion to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. 


TAX ON TRADERS AT RIGA. 

H.AL. Consul at Riga states that the Latvian Depart- 
ment for Direct Taxation is considering the introduction 
of a regulation under which a special tax will have to 
be paid by foreign traders who import goods into Latvia 
and are exempted from the ordinary trading taxes 
through selling their goods ex ship or warehouse. The 
proposed special tax on such firms is to be 50 per cent. 
of the duty on the goods or in the case of duty free 
articles 1 per cent. ad valorem. 

It would seem that this regulation is proposed with 
the object of protecting local merchants. The antici- 
pated revenue to the State from this special tax 's 
assessed at 44 to 60 million roubles annually. 


aE ww 
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Exhibitions and Fairs, 


| EXHIBITION OF SAMPLES OF FOREIGN 
HOSIERY. 

A small range of samples purchased in the C Canadian 
and Norwegian markets in October was exhibited in the 
Board Room of the London Chamber of Commerce oy 
L5th, 16th and 17th November. 

The exhibits were as follows: 

















an 
| 
| Country of | Country of 
Description of Goods. Manufacture. | Sale. 
' 

46 samples of vests, jerseys, Norway, Switzerland,| Norway. 
pants, stockings, combina- United States and| ; 
tions, ete. Japan. 

17 samples of men’s and United States and | Canada. 
women’s underwear, men’s, Canada. 
women’s’ and children’s 
hose, gloves, jerseys, ete. 

ct) 


the Exhibition differed in many respects from that 
held in Leicester two months previously, and was of 
much narrower range, but the attendance during the 
three days was most s satisfac tory. 

Gne of the most important features was the large 
number of enquiries the representatives of the Depart. 
ment of Overseas Trade received during his visit, con. 
cerning prospects for trade in various markets, tarifis, 
type of goods required in certain countries, ete. Appli- 
cations received from firms for the n: imes of buyer 
an agents abroad were forwarded cach evening to 
headquarters for necessary action, 

A special feature was made of enquiries that had 
recently reached the Department from overseas firms 
who wished to be put in touch with United Kingdom 
hosiery manufacturers. Extracts from these enquiries 
were placed in a prominent position, and those to whom 

the notices were of interest were invited to apply for 
firther particulars. As a result a large number of 
firms announced their intention of submitting samples 
at once. Firms who are re prese nted in these particular 
rearkets have also instructed their representatives to 
follow up the enquiries without delay. The effort of 
the Department in actually placing good openings before 
iceal manufacturers was keenly appreciated by all visit- 
ing the show. 

On the finai day sevcra! members of the Hosiery Trade 
Union visited the Exhibition, T hey were creatly in 
terested in the exhibits and stated their sotinfactie 
when informed of the number of firms who were follovw- 
ing up the openings for trade mentioned above, and 
who had applied for names of agents in overseas 
markets. 


LONDON EXHIBITION OF FRENCH FOOD 
AND WINE. 

The French Commercial Intelligence Department, 
1538, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 4, announces 
that an Exhibition of French Food and Wine will be 
held in London from 23rd November to 7th December. 

Among other groups te be represented are :—Food pre 
ducts, fruit, chocolate, preserves, canned and _ bottled 
e0ods, jams, ete.: French and Alsatian wines, liquews, 
table waters, etc, 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

EXHIBITION OF THE BRITISH INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL ABT— 
217, Knightsbridge, S.W.7. 

GLASGOW SHIPBUILDING, ENGINEERING, AND ELECTRICAL 

EXHIBITION— 
Kelvin Hall, November 8th-December 4th. Apply J. M. 
Freer, Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. 

Tue Cycre anp Motor-CycLte SHow— 
November 29th-December 4th, at Olympia. Organised 
by the Cycle and Motor- Cycle Manufacturers’ and 
Traders’ Union, Ltd.. The Towers, Coventry. 

INTERNATIONAL ADVERTISING EXHIBITION— 





White City, November 29th-Decemher 4th. Apply to‘- 
S. G. Houghton, 167, Strand, W.C.2 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS —continued. 





Toy AND Fancy Goops Exu1siITIoN— 

King’s Hall, Manchester, January drd-14th, 1921. 

EFFICIENCY EXxHIBITION— 

lympia, February 10th-26th. Apply to Organising 
Secretary, ‘‘ Daily Mail’’ Efficiency Exhibition, 130, 
Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 

BRiTisH INDUSTRIES FarR— 

White City, London, February 21st-March 4th, 1921. 
Birmingham, same period. 
Glasgow, February 28th-March 11th. 

CLOTHING, OUTFITTING AND WOOLLEN TRADES EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, March 8th-18th. Apply to :— 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 

DRAPERY TEXTILE AND WOMEN’S Wear EXHIBITION— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, April 4th-15th. Apply to :— 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 

[INTERNATIONAL BUILDING TRADES EXHIBITION— 

Olympia, April. Apply, Directors, 43, Essex Street, 
Strand, W.C.2. 
Guascow BAKERS’, GROCERS’, 

Trapes ExHIBITION— 
Kelvin Hall, April 5th-15th, 1921. 
INTERNATIONAL RUBBER EXHIBITION— 
London, June, 1921. 

LONDON FAIR AND MARKET— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, July 4th-15th, 1921. Apply 
to :—International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 


CONFECTIONERS AND ALLIED 


OVERSEAS. 
San Pavuto (Brazit)— 
British Chamber of Commerce Exhibition (Glass, Pot- 
tery and Earthenware), October 1st-December Ist. 


AMSTERDAM— . 
International Sports Exhibition, November  16th- 
December Sth. Apply to :—Secretariat Internationale 


Sporttentoonstelling, Paleis Voor Volksvlijt, Amsterdam. 
Hanor (TONKIN) ANNUAL FarR— 
December Iist-15th. 
BrussELS Motor SHow— 
December 10th, 1920. Apply to:—Secrétariat General, 
, Rue de Namur, Bruxelles. 
AUSTRALIAN Motor SHow— 
Sydney. January 7th, 1921. 
MHLWAUKEE SHOE ExpositTion— 


January 10th-13th, 1921. Association of National Shee 


Retailers. 
Ceryton Motor SHow— 
Colombo. January 22nd-29th. 


DetH1 Motor SHow— 
February 7th. 
Lyons Farr— 
March Ist-15th. (Building, engineering, hardware, 
metallurgy, agricultura! machinery and foodstuffs.) 
WITSWATERSRAND AGRICULTURAL SHOW (INCLUDING 
MACHINERY AND Motor Sectrons)— 
March 23rd-28th. 
PEKING INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION— 
March, 1921. 
BrusseLS COMMERCIAL FAIR (INTERNATIONAL)— 
April 4th-20th. Apply to :—Foire Commerciale Bruxelles, 
Grand Place 19, Bruxelles. 
Bare SAMPLE Farr (StH Swiss)— 
April 16th-26th. 
Atgiers AGRICULTURAL SHOW AND ExutIpITIon Fatn-— 
Apply to:—M. Celestin Granier, Commissaire Général, 
4, Rue Maréchal Bosquet, Algiers. 
GHENT INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURAL AND 


TION 
Spring, 1921. 
Buenos ArRES— 
International Dairying Exhibition, May 8th-27th, 1921. 
Apply to:—The Manager, Argentine Rural Society, 
Sarmiento 834, Buenos Aires. 
Lima CENTENARY CELEBRATION— 
International Trade Exhibition, June-October, 1921. 
Urrecat Fair— 
September 6th-16th (all manufactured goods and inter- 
; national). 
NETHERLAND FAst INDIAN Farr— 
September 19th-October 9th. Apply to:—Fair Authori- 
ties, Menadostraat, Bandoeng, Java, Netherland East 
Indies. 


BuILDING EXHIBI- 





TRADE TOURS. 
Trade Tours are under organisation by the Department of 
Overseas Trade, as follows :— 
To the British Domin‘ pns, leaving early in 1921. 
To South America 


To Far East 
To United States 


Full particulars may be had on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 


\ Vo follow. 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. °% 


BRITISH INDIA. 
PURCHASE OF GOVERNMENT STORES. 


The Stores Purchase Committee was appointed by the 











* Government of India towards the close of last year to enquire 


and report on the measures needed to enable Government 
Departments to obtain their requirements as far as possible 
in India; to devise the necessary organisation; to suggest 
the nature of its internal and external relations; and to 
indicate the modifications necessary in the Stores Purchase 
Rules. 

In the course of its enquiries the Committee considered it 
necessary to make a comprehensive survey of the subject 
matter, and its investigations have, therefore, had reference 
to the general question of the supply of stores of all sorts 
for Government Departments, railways, and quasi-public 
bodies ; and have comprised a review of the conditions govern- 
ing the purchase both of indigenous and of imported stores, 
as well as of ships. 

GOVERNMENT FAcToRIES AND PRIVATE ENTERPRISE. 

Consideration of the practice of Government with regard 
to the maintenance of factories and Departmental workshops 
indicates the necessity for the adoption of a more consistent 
policy of reliance, in ordinary cases, upon private enterprise, 
although the Committee recognises that Government factories 
may properly be retained in some cases on grounds of con- 
venience, and, in others, of expediency. 


Position oF LocaL GOVERNMENTS. 


In view of the tenor of the Reforms Act, the Committee 
considers that local Governments should, in tuture, be free 
to deal as they wish with purchases ot stores of indigenous 
origin or local manufacture for their own requirements. 
Having regard, however, to the influence which the adoption 
of a sound policy, in respect of the methods by which im- 
ported stores are procured, may be expected to have upon the 
industrial development of India, the Committee considers 
that the purchase of imported stores should continue to be 
controlled by the Government of India, so far as regards 
policy, though not as regards the precise mechanism utilised. 


Stores oF INDIAN ORIGIN: BARREN PoOLicy. 

Regarding stores of Indian origin, the principal ground 
for complaint is that the expressed policy of Government in 
favour of the purchase, by preference, of such stores, rather 
than of imported articles, is defeated by the prevailing lack 
of information amongst Government Officers of the available 
resources of the country; by their difficulty in making the 
close comparison of price now required; and by their defec- 
tive equipment. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INDIAN STORES DEPARTMENT. 


The remedy is to be found in the establishment of an 
expert purchasing agency in India, equipped with facilities 
for knowing the manufacturing resources throughout the 
country; able to purchase efficiently in the various markets 
of India; and competent to carry out such inspection as 
may be necessary. The Indian Stores Department, the 
establishment of which is thus indicated, must have authority 
and facilities to ensure that orders shall be placed in India 
for goods of local production whenever possible, and that 
imported stores shall only be purchased when suitable Indian 
goods are not procurable. 


ASSISTANCE FOR INDIAN INDUSTRIES. 


The Committee considers that, in addition to providing in 
this manner for the full utilisation of existing industries in 
India, Government inust further give them practical en- 
couragement, especially in the initial stages of their enter- 
prise, and must assure them of a reasonable measure of pro- 
tection against outside competition. The measures 
advocated include guarantee of orders and placing at 
favourable rates; favourable railway charges; fiscal policy to 
protect local industries; and adoption of a conventional 
rate of exchange for comparison of prices quoted for in- 
digenous and imported goods. 

The Committee considers that the conditions under which 
contracts are placed in India should be assimilated to those 
attaching to contracts entered into by the Director-General] 
of Stores, India Office, which at present are in some respects 
more favourable to the British manufacturer. 
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i{ESTRICTIONS. 

The purchase of such stores as are not procurable of local 
manuiacture is regulated artificially by rules, the effect of 
which is practically to prevent, in ordinary cases, such stores 
being purchased in India from dealers or others. The Com- 
mittee agrees that the time has come when such artificial 
restrictions should be abolished, and that it should be open 
to officers responsible for the purchase of imported stores to 
take advantage of the cheapest available market in which 
suitable articles can be obtained, having due regard to the 
convenience of rapid supply and other special advantages. 


ImporTED Stores: REMOVAL oF 


ficient arrangements for inspection are also of great im-, 


portance, adds the Committee. 


ENCOURAGEMENT OF SHIPBUILDING. 

For the encouraging of shipbuilding the Committee recom- 
mends the liberalisation of the existing rules governing the 
supply of ships for the Public Service, with a view of utilis- 
ing the capacity of Indian shipyards and of promoting their 
development. 

REVISION OF StorES RvtEs. 

Having regard to the relaxations which will be desirable 
with the alteration in conditions in India in future, and to 
the complicated nature of the existing rules governing the 
purchase of stores for the Public Service, the Committee has 
recast the rules with special attention to the provision of a 
clear enunciation of the policy of Government; to making 
effective the intention of giving all reasonable preference 
to the products of Indian industry; to the substitution for 
existing arbitrary restrictions, of a more businesslike 
Jatitude in regard to the channel of supply of goods: of 
foreign origin; and to the exercise of judgment in the com- 
parison of competitive tenders. 


Estimatep Cost oF THE SCHEME. 


The details set out by the Committee show that the addi- 
tional net annual cost of the Indian Stores Department may 
be estimated at Rs.14,60,000, a figure which represents only 
about 2 per cent. of the value of the stores whick the Com- 
mittee anticipates will be handled each year. Even if the 
ratio of the cost of the Department to the value of stores 
handled should prove to be appreciably higher than antici- 
pated, it is still very unlikely that it will reach an unreason- 
able figure. 


Notre.—Attention may here be drawn to the Special 
Article by Mr. Thomas M. Ainscough, O0.B.E., H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner in India and Ceylon, published in this 
issue of the “‘ Journal ”’ (see pages 624-626). 

Mr. Ainscough, who has recently made a tour of the 
principal industrial and commercial centres of the United 
Kingdom, dwells particularly upon the changed conditions 
of trade between the two countries, and after dealing with 
the position brought about by the aftermath of war, issues 
a timely warning to United Kingdom export houses on the 
subject of the shipment of goods to India. H.M. Trade 
Commissioner concludes, however, on a note of optimism 
as to the future, the present difficult position in India being, 
in his opinion, purely temporary and mainly due to the 
depressed and uncertain world conditions. 





AUSTRALIA. 
BULK HANDLING OF WHEAT 


(From the Imperial Trade Correspondent.) 
; ADELAIDE. 





The question of the bulk handling of wheat has come very 
much to the fore in Australia. The New South Wales 
Government have already built a terminal elevator at 
Sydney, and the scheme includes elevators at country receiv- 
ing stations. 

The maximum receiving capacity of the Sydney elevator 
is 80,000 bushels per hour. The grain can be binned direct, 
or part of it passed over the cleaning machines, which have 
an aggregate capacity of 36.000 bushels per hour. Shipments 
to ocean vessels can be made at the rate of 60,000 bushels 
per hour, and the stream can be split up into four, thus 
feeding to four different vessels simultaneously. The drying 
plant will be capable of handling from 500 to 750 bushels 
per hour, according to the amount of moisture contained 
in the grain being treated. It is expected that the terminal 
elevator will be completely equipped during 1921, but it is 
sufficiently far advanced to enable it to be used during the 
coming season. . 

The total storage provided at the 70 country stations wil] 
he 15,400,000 bushels at one filling, and when the complete 
facilities have been provided, it is anticipated that each 
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plant will be filled and emptied three times during the 
course of a season’s working. 

In South Australia a company is being established unde, 
the name of the Farmers’ Bulk Grain Co-operative Society, 
Ltd. It has the support of the Government, who, it jg 
stated, prefer to see the work of bulk handling of wheg 
carried out by a co-operative society rather than by the 
Government itself. It is proposed to have an Agreemens 
with the Government, and the Government will build rollin 
stock to meet the altered conditions of handling. Sufficien; 
capital, 1t is stated, will be subscribed to enable the com. 
pany to commence operations without delay. The share 
capital of the company is £500,000 in shares of £1 each, 

In West Australia the Westralian Farmers’ Co-opera. 
tive Society have launched a similar scheme to the one 
mentioned for South Australia. 


a 


rn ae em 


CANADA. 





COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY IN ONTARIO 
DURING OCTOBER. 
(From the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
Toronto. 


The Canadian Bank of Commerce reports that for the first 
time since the war labour in Canada has to seek employ- 
ment; until now the supply has not been equal to the 
demand. There has been at the same time a marked 
diminution in the demand for many classes of commodities, 
and this, with greater efficiency in production, now 
that labour is more abundant, will accentuate the 
trend towards lower prices. In the absence of any marked 
changes in wage schedules, however, and with only a slight 
surplus of labour on the market, it would appear that the 
decline in prices cannot be rapid. 

Retail merchants in all parts of the Dominion continue 
to purchase on the basis of their day-to-day requirements, 
and, as a rule, are taking steps to reduce their stocks to 
contorm to the situation. Public discussion of the down. 
ward trend of prices in the case of certain commodities has 
left an impression that the country has entered upon a 
sharp decline in all markets. This view has apparently 
heen accepted by a large section of the general public, but 
does not appear to be justified so long as wages, transporte 
tion charges, and other factors in the cost of production, 
remain on their present basis. 

Slackness exists only in a limited number of industries; 
the majority continue active and have orders on hand 
which will keep them busily occupied for some months. It is 
obvious, however, that output is nearer the point at which 
it will be equal to demand than has been the case for some 
years. This is due in a measure to the moderating of 
demand, a tendency which may be reversed by the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of this season’s crop. Cognisance must 
also be taken of the fact that labour generally is becoming 
more settled, so that there is less industrial strife. 


EXTENT OF UNEMPLOYMENT. 


The Department of Labour states that at the beginning 
of September the percentage of unemployment among trade 
unions was 3°16, as compared with 2-64 at the beginning of 
the preceding month, and 233 at the beginning of 
September, 1919. According to returns from over 5,000 firms 
the volume of employment in Canada showed a very slight 
decline during the first half of September, with a recovery 
during the latter half. 

The Government Employment Bureau in Toronto reports 
that there is a steady increase in the laying-off of skilled 
workmen, and practically no demand for them, for ut- 
skilled and semi-skilled workers the demand exceeds the 
supply. The lumber camps, railroads, and mines all require 
men. The Secretary of the District Trades and Labour 
Council, Toronto, places the number of men and wome? 
laid off in Toronto in the past three months as betweet 
20,000 and 25,000, which is the highest figure mentioned 
by any of the local organisations. 

“The automobile and allied industries are all working short 
time and discharging employees. The unemployed in other 
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workers, 
jewellery workers, factory and boot and shoe workers. 
The Canadian Credit Men’s Trust Association states that 


industries consist of garment workers, piano 


Toronto and Ontario advices generally report an improve- 
ment in business excepting in men’s clothing. Dry goods 
are fairly active, hardware and kindred lines are also fairly 
good; ladies’ wear of different characters, fair; boots and 
hoes. both ladies’ and men’s, appear to have brightened up; 
men’s outfittings are fair to slow. Retail conditions through- 
out Ontario are not very good. In fact retailers have much 
lificulty in inducing the public to purchase anything like 
normally, and there is much complaining. 
DEMAND FoR AGRICULTURA! MIACIEINERY. 

The President of the Cockshutt Plough Company has stated 
that the demand tor the company’s products was large 
throughout its past financial year, and the output was only 
prevented from being even greater by lack of labour and 
materials. Important plant extensions are now in progress 
at Brantford, Ontario, to permit of increased output. The 
subsidiary companies also had a very successful year, work- 
ing to capacity, with one of them unable to cope with the 
husiness offered it, and 
increased facilities, 
Wagon Company’s plant at Petrolea, fully equipped with 


consequently foreed to consider 
This company was offered the Petrolea 


modern machinery, and it has secured it under lease, with 
an option to buy. The plant is now being worked, and as 
son as a full supply of material can be secured, will be 
operated to capacity. 

AUTOMOBILES IN THE PROVINCE. 

The number of automobiles of all kinds in Ontario has 
increased by over 30,000 during the past year. Official 
figures have not been published, but it is understood that 
the total registration at the Department of Highways of 
passenger cars this vear numbers 155,000, of motor trucks 
and commercial vehicles 15,800, and of motor cycles 600, or 
a total registration for Ontario of all kinds of motor vehicles 
of 174,800. A year ago the figures were: Passenger cars 
127,860, motor trucks 11,428, and motor cycles 5,516; total, 
144,804. 

Assuming the population of Ontario to be about 2,750,000. 
the Province has one automobile to every 15 persons. It 
is anticipated that the Ontario Government’s revenue this 
vear from motor vehicle fees will be aimost 2,000,000 dols. 

Motor Veuicite IMeports From THE UNITED STATES. 

During the four years ended 3lst March, 1920, the im- 
portations of passenger automobiles into Canada _ totalled 
45,6383, valued at 35,829,393 dols.. of which cleven were 
from Great Britain, one from an unnamed country, and the 
remainder from the United States. 

Cror Estimates For 1920. 

The following comparative statement of crop yields and 

of dairy output was issued during the month :— 


1919, 1920. 

(estimated) 

Bushels. Bushels. 
a aa aia a 196,361,000 289,490,000 
ciao ie coal 111,436,000 556,719,000 
I acid phic eaaials 56,381,400 164,257,000 
NN, iii aiananilaneans 104,000,000 140,000,000 
DD .. cunseinnadessaionsncees 2,000,000 2,600,000 

Dols. Dols. 


1 .JOO.000 
1.000.000 
900 OOD 
9NG 000 
3.000 000 
Pounds. 
150,000,060 
L00 002 O00 


3,500,000 
1.500.000 
250.000 
1 000,000 
3,500,000 
Pounds. 
170,000,000 
105.000 000 


Peaches (value) .......... 
Grapes (value) 
Pears (value) 
Plums (value) 
Small fruits (value) 


*“eeeeveeeeeee 
eevee eeeeeerene 


Cheese 
Cream 
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New INDUSTRIES IN ONTARIO. 

The Canadian Fulton Motors is establishing a plant in 
St. Catherines, Ontario, to employ 1,000 persons. ‘This will 
he the largest number employed at any plant in that city. 
The company has purchased the Marathon Company’s 
factory and will enlarge it to suit its requirements. 
Canadian Fulton Motors is capitalised at 200,000,000 dols. 
The company will build its own bodies at St. Catherines. 

Canadian Edison Phonographs, Limited. the Canadian 
branch of the Edison Company, of Orange, New Jersey, has 
purchased a large factory building in St. Thomas, Ontario, 
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for the manufacture of phonograph cabinets and phono- 
graph mechanism for the Canadian trade. It is expected 
to turn out the first Canadian-made Edison Phonograph 
early next year. | 





SIERRA LEONE. 





EXPORTS OF NUTS AND NUT 
(Prom the Chief of Customs.) 
FREETOWN. 


OLS. 


Among the features of the export trade of Sierra Leone 
in 1919 were the increases in the shipments of palm kernels 
and palm oil, as compared with the previous year. Exports 
of the former in 1919* totalled 50,662 tons, valued at 
£1,191,607, against 40,816 tons, valued at £683,137 in 1918, 
while the shipments of the latter showed remarkable expan- 
sion at 828,750 gallons, valued at £115,515 in the year under 
review, compared with 260,442 gallons, valued at £33,748, 
in 1918. 

Conditions in 1919 were generally much more favourable 
than in 1918 to the harvesting and forwarding of palm 
kernels. Shipping facilities were more regular, and at no 
time was there any serious lack of labour such as that 
experienced during the influenza epidemic of I918, when 
industry was almost paralysed for a period of two months. 


TRANSPORT CONDITIONS. 


Although vessels were not so plentiful as in 1913, nor 
freight space offered so freely, the quantity shipped in 1919 
exceeded exports in 1913 by 1,421 tons. The value of 1919 
shipments was £270,664 greater than those of 1913. 

The year’s shipments thus showed a full recovery to the 
pre-war average, and the development of roads in the 
Protectorate, by means of which produce may be more 
readily collected, will tend to further extend exports. Un- 
certainty of transport by rail is a factor which affects the 
receipt at Freetown of produce for shipment. The im- 
possibility of replenishing rolling stock during the years 
of war has proved a heavy handicap on railway energy. 


STRIKING INCREASE IN Pat Orr, Exports. 


The enormous increase in the shipments of palm oil in 
1919, as compared with previous years, was certainly satis- 
factory, although it is felt that, as in the case of kernels, 
the output might still be enlarged. 

From the time of decontrol prices were at a high level 
in the European market, and the stimulus of the cor- 
respondingly high local price had a tonic effect on supplies. 

In the Report for 1918 it was suggested that the low 
prices paid for palm produce were provocative of apathy 
on the part of farmers and small traders. 


Future oF Patm Orn TRADE. 


It is prophesied in some well-informed quarters that the 
barring of trade spirits from the Colony will lead inevitably 
to a. greatly increased consumption of palm wine, that this 
will affect adversely future crops of fruit and yield of oil, 
and that exports will suffer in consequence. . 

A later year may see the fulfilment of this prophecy. 
Mainly owing to transport difficulties not all of the fruit 
that ripens is gathered. and it is possible that in the past 
a sufficiency of wine has been drawn [rom palms, the product 
of which could not be utilised. As such fruit must in any 
case have been left ungathered, the export trade has not 
hitherto felt, in any apparent way, ill-effects from the 
unavoidable waste. 

Should tapping operations be extended to meet a wider 
demand for palm wine, there will be created an additional 
unharvestable area, barren and valueless to the trade of 
the Colony. This must retard the development of trade in 
palm produce, the commodity on which the prosperity of 
the Colony so largely depends. 

Kora Nuts: Ccrntivation anp Exports. 

Reports indicate that, in general, much greater care and 
attention are now devoted to the cultivation of kola. To 
this must be largely attributed the advance in quantity 
shipped, which in 1919 reached 2,995 tons, valued at 
£417,378, as compared with 2,302 tons, valued at £397,726 
in 1918, and 1,865 tons, valued at £328,003, in 1913. Plant- 
ing proceeds steadily. It is to be expected, therefore, that 
each succeeding vear will witness an increase in the number 
of fruit-bearing trees. While this will not entirely prevent 
a fall in exports in the inevitable years of scanty crops, it 
must still provide certain insurance against acute scarcity. 


CoursB oF Prices 1n 1919. 


The bulk of the trade in kola nuts is in the hands of 
Svrian merchants, and the anti-Svrian demonstrations of 
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July, 1919, interfered seriously with the movements of the 
product. Losing the impetus of Syrian competition, prices 
fell as low as £2 per measure of 176 lb., and for some time 
did not rise above £4 per measure. It is not surprising, 
therefore, to find the average price for the year 1919 dis- 
tinctly lower than that for 1918, or £11 and £13 10s. per 
measure respectively. 

Apprehension is felt in some quarters that when the 
extensive plantations at Grand Bassam (Ivory Coast) reach 
maturity, and their fruit enters into competition with the 
kola of Sierra Leone, exports of the latter will suffer very 
severely. The kola nut grown in Sierra Leone, however, 1s 
recognised as the best of 1ts kind produced on the whole 
of the West Coast of Africa, and said by competent judges 
to be unsurpassed in piquancy and delicacy of flavour. 


—— 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
PUBLIC WORKS SCHEMES. 


Shorily before the Union Parliament rose it adopted the 
Report on Irrigation Schemes, which, in the case of the Bon 
Accord project (or the Aapies River), to the immediate north 
of Pretoria, made the strong recommendation that a com- 
mencement should be made therewith, and that £70,000 
should be granted for the purpose. This money has now been 
received, states a local journal, and the Irrigation Board has 
appointed an engineer for the construction works. 








THe Bon Accorp Dam. 

The sanction of the Acting Governor-General having been 
received and the money having been transferred, everything 
is in order for final arrangements to be made as to the build- 
ing of the Bon Accord Dam. Its length will be 3,700 ft.. 
and the height above ground level 58 ft. The estimated 
capacity is 415,000,000 cubic feet, which, after the allow- 
ance for evaporation and absorption, works out at 2,700 
acres available for irrigation. The Engineer sees no reason 
why the dam cannot be built to hold 650,000,000 cubic feet, 
which wou'd mean another 1,000) acres capable of being 
irrigated, end consequently lower rates, 

Kiectric CaBbie ror JOHANNESBURG. 

On the advice of the Tramway and Lighting Committee 
a recommendation has been made to the Johannesburg Town 
Council that £40,094 be spent in the purchase of electric 
cable. 

Pusrtic Works at Dursan. 

The ‘‘Natal Advertiser’? reports that the Government 1s 
likely to undertake considerable expenditure on public works 
in Durban, apart from the erection ot public offices in the 
main street. It is stated that the construction of a new work- 
shop for the railway has been decided upon, while the Govern- 
ment’s intention to proceed with its own scheme for generat- 
ing and supplying electrical power must mean that a large 
electrical station wili be built at Durban. Then the con- 
struction of the graving dock at Congella is being proceeded 
with, although it is rumoured that there is a likelihood of 
this work being let out to contract, instead of being com- 
pleted. as it was started, departmentallv. 


ST 





TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 


There was a marked improvement in the conditions of 
trade during the year ended 3lst March, 1920, states the 
Comptroller of Customs, Dar-es-Salaam, in his Trade Report 
for that period, published as a Supplement to the Official 
Gazette of the Tanganyika Territory. This followed the 
termination of the local campaign and the improvement in 
shipping facilities. The most noteworthy feature of the 
report is the amount of trade done under very adverse con- 
ditions. 

A considerable amount of specie was paid out by the 
military to the natives, and this kept the import trade 
going, the small Indian trader having penetrated right 
across the country to the Lake; and it is understood that 
none of the thousands of rupees are now unspent. The larger 
Indian firms at Zanzibar mainly took the risk of backing 
these smaller men, which no European firm could do in the 
absence of any Jegal protection. 

With the knowledge that the civil courts will soon be set 
up, European firms are establishing a number of branch 
houses, and it will be interesting to see what changes this 
will make in next year’s figures, especially with regard to 
Zanzibar. : 

Tt is impossible to make any proper comparison with pre- 
war figures, as during the year under review not only has 





1919-20. 
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a large portion of the country been under Belgian rule, jy; 
since 1913 the population has decreased, and very probably 
only 50 per cent. of the natives have been supplied in 199) 
as against 1913. The fluctuations of exchange also make jy 
exceedingly difficult to state what the rupee was worth, and, 
more than anything else, the inflated value of all produce 
render a comparison with conditions under German ryk 
impossible. 
ImMpoRTS. 

The value of imports, exclusive of specie and inclusive of 
Government imports (Rs.427,954), was Rs.17,376,405, 
compared with Rs.15,116,097 in the previous year. — The 
values of the principal items of import, as compared with 
the previous vear, were as follows :— 


1918-19. 1919-20, 


Rs. Rs. 
Cotton plece-goods ‘sisewies 7,035,925 8,314.98] 
eel eee iat acid bet 1,064,433 765,760 
Other foodstuffs  ............. 1,472,666 2.238 645 
EE = skcdashaiperesuernenees 316,692 082,533 
RORER  nisicscssseness een 588,412 477,228 
EE = kvasadincwphveuniedanes 323,960 410,495 
SE § - Biksiganusaripeonnnncenens 339,712 546,750 
Wines and beer ............. 177,182 272.398 


Imports oF Cotton PiEcrE-Goops. 

The value of cotton piece-goods accounted for 48 per cent, 
of the total imports. <A considerable amount of plece-goods 
was disposed of locally by the Salvage Commission, and cop. 
sequently reduced the imports by approximately Rs.10 lacs. 
Unbleached cottons represented 48 per cent. of the total 
value of cotton piece-goods, and were of Indian and 
Japanese manutacture. The Indian market is favoured hy 
its proximity to this territory and the prompt execution of 
orders. Other cottons were manufactured mainly in the 
United Kingdom, 

Rice Imports. 

The importation of rice was considerably reduced, owing 
partly to the increased cost in India and exchange difficul. 
ties, and to the increased local production. There seems no 
reason why this territory should not in course of time 
produce enough rice for local consumption as well as for 
export to neighbouring territories. 
l‘OODATUFFS. 


Iwports oF OTHER 


The increased value of imports of other foodstuffs was di 
partly to importations by the Administration for distriby- 
tion in districts which were famine-stricken during the earlier 
part of the vear, and to the increased cost of sugar. and 
other articles. | 

DISTRIBUTION OF Import TRADE. 


The value of the import trade was distributed between the 
following stations :— 


Rs. Per cent. 

Dar-es-Salaam —................ 7 003 587 40-3 
RE ” chuhiuendenGenmhansammontves 3,777 481 21:7 
nus ckdadenenbudcacdeece 2,708,196 15°6 
Bukoba ooo... eee ecceec eee eee. 1,467,902 8:5 
PEER ererrereerene irene 984,948 57 
Other stations ................ 1,434,29] 8-2 

ae 17 .3876,405 100-0 


I-xPortTs. 
The value of exports (exclusive of re-exports Rs.1,445,91)) 
was Rs.19,940,156, as compared with Rs.10,114,366 in the 
previous year. The main items of export were as follows: 


Tons. Rupees. 
ee 16,744 6,543,372 
Ib. 
PETE cacdcubinaiinneaiacuanen 1,629,851 935,009 
cwt. 
SE ace niieierwnnes 78,890 3,407,010 
Skins (sheep, goat) ...... 1,897 437 ,680 
ae 106,615 1,581,461 
ware | Whedibeseubacns 78,530 2,807 ,608 
Ground nuts —.......cee eee. 16,485 269,002 
Bc ssehipatiane-©\ . Slender 11,05] 598,963 
RRR ereenner an eye nee 231,624 1,363,777 
Sr eerecenne ran arate 5,481 364,819 
TEE -caicsiatecetbuonbbendein 33,076 525,748 
Export oF Sisau Hewr. 

Shipping facilities were afforded whereby it became 
possible to export accumulated stocks, At the close of the 
vear under review about 2,000 tons were awaiting 
shipment. The output of sisal has since been restricted by 


the decrease in the home market values and the curtailment 
in development of enemy-owned plantations which are 1 
be liquidated. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE 





GRAIN Harvest AND Export. 


The harvest of grain, mainly millet (mtama), was very 
large, and the export exceeded that of 1912 (1,131 tons), and 


1913 (1,361 tons). Favourable markets were found in 
Zanzibar, British East Africa, and Aden. Should favour- 
able prices continue, increased production may be 


gnticipated. 
DisaAPPOINTING Rick SEASON. 

Owing to short rains the rice crop was disappointing and 
only 270 tons were available for export to neighbouring 
territories. The cultivation of rice has been largely extended 
since the last harvest. 


SHIPMENT OF HIDES AND SKINS. 


The export of 4,190 tons (hides 3,945 tons, skins 245 tons) 
exceeded the pre-war statistics of 2,944 tons in 1912, and 
3456 tons in 1913. It must be borne in mind that the out- 
put from the Ruanda and Urundi Districts, in Belgian 
occupation, is not included in the exports from this Terri- 
tory, but is included in the pre-war statistics of exports. 

INCREASED PropvucTion oF Copra. 

The production ot copra has oreatly increased, Not only 
did the quantity exported (exclusive of exports from Mafia) 
attain the pre-war Icvel, but a large quantity was used in 
the manufacture of oil for local consumption and for the 
manufacture of soap. 


OPPORTUNITY For ExtTenston or O11 PRovtUctTIoON. 


The export of coconut oil amounted to 13,827 gallons, 
of a value of Rs.45,000. A favourable opportunity is offer- 
ing in this Territory for the establishment of mills for the 
expression of oils from the various oleaginous nuts and seeds 
which are obtainable, and for the manufacture of soap 
on more modern lines than now exist. Soap is largely 
imported from Zanzibar. where it is manufactured mainly 
from the raw materials obtained from tlus territory. 

CoFrrEE SHIPMENTS. 

Exports of coffee were 47,030 cwt. in excess of the pre-war 
record of 31,500 ewt. established in 1912. Coffee is largely 
grown in the Bukoba district by the natives and in the 
Arusha and Moshi districts on established plantations, 
40,850 cwt. being exported from Bukoba and 37,426 ewt. from 
Moshi and Tanga. 

FaILuRE OF GrouNpNUT Crop. 

There was a failure of this crop owing to the small rainfall 
in the Mwanza district and shortage of seed. The cultiva- 
tion of groundnuts has since been considerably extended, 
and a large harvest is anticipated in the current year. 

PRODUCTION OF GHEE. 

The tavourable prices obtaining in India afforded an 
opportunity to the local industry to increase its output, and 
the quantity exported was increased by over 100 per cent. 
on that of the previous year. Ghee is produced mainly in 
the Mwanza, Tabora, and Dodoma districts. With the 
exercise Of more care in the preparation of this article, a 
considerable reduction should be effected in the importation 
from India. 

te-Exports. 

The total value of re-exports amounted to Rs.1,445,912. 
Qf this amount re-exports to Belgian Occupied Territory 
were valued at Rs.399,369, and re-exports of specie (Indian 
currency), to Zanzibar and British East Africa at 
Rs.464,000. The balance mainly represented stocks sold 
locally by the Salvage Commission, which are not included in 
the import. statistics. 

DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE. 


The total value of the import and export trade for the 
year under review was Rs.37,316,561 (exclusive of specie). 
As in the previous year the bulk of the import trade was 
distributed between Zanzibar, British Kast Africa, and 
British India. The credit system, extending to 90 and 120 
days’ credit, obtaining in British East Africa and Zanzibar, 
favoured trade with those territories, but when Civil Courts 
are established and legal security is obtainable the European 
Wholesale houses in this territory should he in a position to 
divert the trade with British East Africa and Zanzibar to 
direct trade with the European markets. The increased 
shipping facilities direct from India to Europe will, doubt- 
*ss, in the near future, reduce the value of the trade with 
the adjoining territories. The export trade is gradually 
being extended direct to the Kuropean markets. 

TRANSIT TRADE. 

The value of the transit trade to and from the Belgian 
Congo and Belgian Occupied Territory was Rs.1,480,007, 
imports contributing Rs.647,989, and exports 2s. 832 018. 
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Imports consisted mainly of cotton piece-goods and 
exports chiefly of hides and skins (Rs.638,225), and ivory 
(Rs.168,354). 

SHIPPING MOVEMENTS. 

During the year under review 59 ocean-going vessels of 
193,440 net tonnage entered and cleared the ports of the 
Territory. Of these, 44 were of British nationality, their 
net tonnage amounting to 154,432. The remainder included 
seven Italian vessels of 16,833 net tonnage, and six Portu- 
guese vessels of 19,280 net tonnage. 

GENERAL ACTIVITIES. 

Several European firms were established in the Territory 
during the year. Pending the liquidation of enemy proper- 
ties and the opening up of the agricultural, mining, and 
other industries, efforts are being made to secure a more 
intimate knowledge of the classes of goods suitable for the 
trade, Chambers of Commerce have been inaugurated at 
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanga, Mwanza, and Bukoba, and a branch 
of the Standard Bank of South Africa, Ltd., was opened 
at Bukoba during the vear. 


EUROPE. 


ROU MANIA. 


INDUSTRIES OF THE PRAHOVA VALLEY. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 


BuCHAREST. 








The Prahova Valley, from Campina up to Comarnie, and 
thence over the Pass through Bustoni, Azuga, and Predeal 
to Brashov, is generally considered to be one of the most 
prosperous agricultural parts of Roumania, comparing very 
favourably with certain districts in the Banat of Craiova, 
Campina is a petroleum-production centre of some import- 
ance, but as all the companies operating have offices either 
in Ploesti or Bucharest, it is of little interest to British 
exporting houses. 

CAMPINA. 

The territory from Campina up to Breaza de sus is 
renowned as being one of the principal centres of the cottage 
industry, manufacturing from cotton yarns the peculiar cloth 
called Roumanian panza. The peasant women of this part 
of Roumania are also exceedingly skilful in the use of the 
needle, and their embroideries form an exportable article 
which has found a market in both Paris and London. They 
embroider lengths of panza shaped in the characteristic 
Roumanian fashion for ladies’ dresses, blouses, ete. All 
these communities up the whole line of the Prahova appear 
to be exceedingly prosperous. Large numbers of houses of 
bricks and cement are being built by the peasantry im the 
lower valley, and in the upper valley of stout timber brought 
down from the Carpathian forests. The people are hard work- 
ing and industrious, and are evidently enjoying an after- 
war prosperity which has not been conceded to many other 
parts of this country. 

The cultivation, especially in the upper valley, runs 
towards orchards and much more mixed farming than is the 
case in the vast plains of Roumania, where the cultivation 
is usually only of maize or wheat. The fruit, vegetables, 
and farm produce produced in the upper valley evidently 
has its effect on the physique and general appearance of 
the people, and they are sturdier and healthier-looking than 
the men of the plains. 

This population provides a market for small shelf iron- 
mongery and household requisites of nearly all kinds; in 
addition, coarse woollen cloth, and, of course, the hard yarns 
necessary to the cottage industries, as well as a certain 
amount of silk threads used in embroidery work. The loca\ 
merchants purchase their imported goods in Ploesti from the 
wholesale dealer, and in Buchgrest. 


AZUGA. 


At Azuga there are, besides two saw mills, a brewery, 
two cement and lime factories, one glass factory, a textile 
factory making woollen cloth, and a champagne factory. 

All of these institutions are in need of supplies in order 
to resume their normal pre-war output. 


BrRASHOY. 


The town of Brashov is now the wholesale and intermediate 
market where Bucharest and Galatz importers sell to the 
Transylvanian merchants through wholesale dealers. It is 
not the only town in Transylvania doing this intermediate 
business. Sibiu, Arad and Cluj must also he included in 
this category. Brashoy has been for centuries an exchange 
market for merchandise going both east and west over the 








o 
Qe 
Oo 


THE BOARD OF 


NovEMBER 25, 1920. 


TRADE JOURNAL. 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—coniinued. 





Carpathians. It still retains a good deal of trade, and the 
incorporation of the previous Austro-Hungarian provinces 
into Greater Roumania will undoubtedly increase its im- 
portance in the tuture. To-day the town has a population 
ot about fifty thousand inhabitants, and it is a prosperous 
market place, more especially for textiles of all kinds. In 
addition, it is a grain and produce market for the surround- 
ing agricultural districts. Trade is carried on nearly 
exclusively in the German language, as the population con- 
sists as to the majority of German-speaking Saxons. 

At the moment the flow of business is naturally somewhai 
impeded by the recent withdrawal of the kronen currency 
and its contingent hardships, one ot which has been the 
almost practical elimination of small currency up to 100 lei. 
Despite this fact, Brashov is well worth a visit on the part 
of the representatives of British firms coming to this country, 
more especially those interested in any branch of textiles— 
cotton and woollen, haberdashery, millinery, chemicals and 
drugs, iron and steel trades, tools, etc., also of representa- 
tives of firms interested in supplying machinery and tools for 
the various industries of Transylvania. 

Brashov is also a financial and banking centre for the 
eastern part of the Ardeal. Many of these banks are old- 
established Saxon institutions, and enjoy the confidence and 
support of their compatriots, the majority of whom are 
industrialists, merchants, and representatives in the small 
towns of this part of the country. 





SWITZERLAND. 


CUSTOMS RECEIPTS, JANUARY-OCTOBER. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
BERNE. 





The Swiss Customs receipts for the month of October show 
an increase of approximately 29 per cent., as compared with 
those for October, 1919, the figures being respectively 
8,726,147 frs. and 6,113,970 frs. 

The increase in receipts for the ten months, January- 
October, over the corresponding period of last year, proves 
to be 33 per cent., at 78,175,371 frs., as against 51,581,447 
frs. It may be noted that the percentage increase in the 
receipts has been diminishing notably during last quarter, 
when compared with 1919. For the first three months of the 
year it was 136 per cent., for the first eight months 89 
per cent., but only 33 per cent. for the whole ten months. 





NEW PRODUCE AND COMMODITY 


EXCHANGE. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
BERNE. 


A Bourse suisse du commerce—the first commodities 
exchange in Switzerland—has been opened here. Some 
three hundred persons were present at the ceremony, among 
whom were to be found members of federal, cantonal, and 
Bernese delegations, as well as various delegates represent- 
ing industrial and commercial organisations and Chambers 
of Commerce, both Swiss and foreign. 

This new Exchange, which groups around it some six 
hundred business undertakings, will fill a long-felt want in 
the economic field, and will certainly contribute to the 
favourable development of commercial relations, not alone 
among Swiss firms, but also between these latter and business 
houses abroad. Its activities will be manifold, but its principa! 
object is to serve as a daily meeting place for business men, 
one day of the week being set aside for foreign visitors. 
Moreover, it will serve as an intermediary for business 
transactions in return for an ordinary broker’s fee, and wil! 
receive offers and demands for goods, both of Swiss and of 
foreign origin. An efficient information service has been 
organised. Current rates of exchange on the money market. 
shipping information and reports on the general economic 
situation, are first posted up in the Hall of the Exchange, 
and then published in a condensed form in the weekly bulle- 
tin of the organisation, which is to appear simultaneously 
in French and German. Finally, members of the Exchange 
are entitled to the use of all the principal Swiss and foreign 
commercial publications, directories, and code books. which 
are placed at their disposal free of charge at the offices of 
the Exchange. 

The General Secretary has modelled the organisation on 
the English Exchanges. Last year he made an extensive 
tour in Great Britain, for the purpose of studying the 
methods of English Produce Exchanges. 
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AFRICA. 
CY RENAICA. 


EXPORT TRADE. 
1. M. 











AND 1O19, 


IMIPORT 
(f’rom Consul.) 
BENGASI. 

The value of imports into Cyrenaica during 1919 wag 
£1,113,097, compared with £955,781 in 1918. Export during 
the same periods were valued at £142,290, against £76,994 
respectively. 

CuiEF Sources or Imports 1n 1919. 

Over half the imports, in point of value, came from Italy 
in 1919, goods from that country being valued at £660,034 
The United Kingdom was second on the list, however, with 
£128,554, followed by the Netherland East Indies with 
£98,910, and India and Ceylon with £81,711. 





MOROCCO (French Zone). 
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY RIGHIS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Dahir 
promulgated on 16th October, 1920, bringing into force iy 
Morocco (French Zone) the Arrangement 





Internationa 
signed at Berne on 30th June, 1920, relating to the pr 
servation and restoration of rights of industrial property 
affected by the war. 

A further Dahir promulgated on the same date repeals q 
previous Dahir of 7th October, 1918. 

The texts (in French) of the Dahirs may be consulted in 
the Patent Office Library, 25, Southampton Buildings, 
) 


Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 2. 


a 


PROBABLE RESUMPTION OF TRADE 
THROUGH AGADIR. 

According to the local press, the road between Agadir and 
Mogador is now open and safe for traffic, as a result of the 
submission of the last fraction of the Ida ou Tanan tribe. It 
is considered that this development should hasten the open- 
ing of the port and district of Agadir to commerce. 


—__ 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 











PICKING HOPS BY MACHINERY. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 
San FRANCISCO. 


Hand picking of hops has been the method of harvest 
in all countries since hops were first grown, for while 
machinery gradually supplanted hand labour in the harvest 
ing of most agricultural crops, no successful machine wa 
devised for gathering hops until a San Francisco inventor 
constructed a hop-picking machine, which, it is claimed, does 
the work perfectly. | | 

The first machine was built several years ago. Its base 
idea was found to be correct in principle, and from time ® 
time improvements were devised, and the United State 
Government has granted a dozen or more patents to the 
inventor covering all the processes of hop picking if 
machinery, while several more are now pending, 

Hop-picking machines have been installed on all the 
inventor’s hop ranches, of which there are many in Cal: 
fornia, Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia, doing 
practically all the hop harvesting formerly done by hand, 
and carrying out the work better, quicker, and_ cheapét. 
Similar machines have been installed on the hop ranches 0 
many other growers on the Pacific Coast and in Australia, 
and have given satisfaction from every standpoint. _ 

As evidence of the rapidity with which the hops are picked 
by the machine, it may be noted that in a single-unit plant 
the cleaned hops came through the filling chute so fast that 
thev could be sacked at the rate of abot 100 Ib. per minute 
or about three tons per hour. ‘To operate this plant, a 
h.p. electric motor furnished ample power, and about twent 
attendants were required to watch the various functions # 
the machine, from the attaching of the vines to the sacking 
of the cleaned hops. Most of these attendants were womel 
or young girls, some being mere children. For attaching the 
vines to the conveyor belt, and for looking after We 
mechanical end of the machine, men are required, as well as 
for filling and tying the heavy sacks. This same plant, how- 





1920, 


GASI. 

19 wag 
during 
276 904 


n Ltaly 
60,054, 
r, with 
$s with 


Dahir 
ce ip 
yement 
1e pre 
"( yperty 


deals g 


lted in 
Idings, 


lir and 

of the 
ribe. It 
pe open- 


SCO. 
vestilg 
- while 
arvest- 
ne was 
iventor 
dd, does 


Ss hasie 
time t 
States 
to the 
ng by 


all the 
n Call- 
| doing 
- hand, 
hea per. 
ches of 
stralia, 


picked 
t plant 
st that 
ninute, 
,, ae 

twent! 
jlons of 
sacking 
womel 
ing the 
ter the 
well as 
it, how- 














CE” 

















NovEMBER 25, 1920. THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 637 
| 
IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—coniinued. Fin an C e an d B ki g 

ever, in an actual field test, picked more hops in a single dav ss r 
than did 200 hand pickers working in the same field for the 
same number of hours. BULGARIA. 

(Note.—H.M. Consul-General states that he saw the TAR AM : 9 TTWA 
machine at work last year and again this year, and was SaSATION OF COMPANTES. 
satisfied that it accomplishes all that the inventor claims. (Krom H.M. Commercial Commissioner.) 

a bale of 90 Ib. within one minute. Soria. 





He timed the output 
To enable the machine to be used it is necessary, however, 
that the hop vines be grown on a trellis, and not on poles. 
(nited Kingdom firms interested can obtain the name and 
address of the patentee, and may consult the Report of 
H.M. Consul-General at San Francisco, for full particulars 
of the machine, on application to the Enquiry Room, 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street. 
London, S.W.1] 


LATIN AMERICA. 
BRAZIL. 


SAO PAULO COFFEE SITUATION. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy.) 
Rio DE JANEIRO. 


The production of coffee in Sao Paulo during the 1918-1919 
gason amounted to 7,397,560 bags, as compared with an 
average Of 9,002,921 bags per annum over the twenty years 
1998-1918. The average price realised for last year’s coffee 
was 18-94 dols. per 15 kilogs, against an average of 8-65 dolls. 
per 15 kilogs. for the period 1898-1918. 

During the war period exportation decreased owing to 
transport difficulties; stocks were for the most part held in 
the producing countries, so that the consuming markets 
ould not cope with the demand and speculators could not 
entrol prices. Another reason for high prices was the pur- 
chase by the Sao Paulo Government of 2,949,454 bags, while 
the damage caused by the frost in 1915 in Sao Paulo, 
Parana, and the South of Minas Geraes also contributed 
to raise prices and to reduce the crop for the season ending 
Nth June, 1920. 

Wortp’s VISIBLE SupPPLy. 

The world’s visible supply on 30th June, 1919, not includ- 
ing the stock in hand of the Sao Paulo Government, was 
7,266,000 bags. 

The 1919-20 crop is estimated as follows :— 








Bags. 
See Paulo atid Parana — ....c.....cccccssss-. 3,000,000 
Minas Geraes, Rio de Janeiro, and 
EE ME pkcscdinnvbneionsecnvemiudenns 3,500,000 
Other countrieS —...............ccccccecccccccecs 4,000,000 


Deducting, the world’s average annual consumption from 
191-1918, 17,210,944 bags, there is left an estimated world’s 
tock on 30th June, 1920, of 555,056 bags. 


The 1920-21 crop is estimated as follows :— 


Bags. 
Sao Paulo and Parana _..................06:. 6,000,000 
Minas Geraes, Rio de Janeiro, and 
ere ic cuninidnanaainininn 3,500,000 
 .  suniphesesbanednetsowcns 4,000,000 


Estimating the year’s consumption at 17,210,944 bags. 
this would leave a difference to be made up of 3,155,888 
bags. Deducting the stock in hand of the Sao Paulo 
Government of 2,949,454 bags, there would be a difference 
lacking, and presuming the above stock of the Sao Paulo 
Government to have been used) of 206,434 bags. 

During the period 1901-1918 (18 years) the world’s 
ninimum annual consumption was 15,270,000 bags, and the 
maximum annual consumption (1910) 18,800,000 bags. In 
1918 the consumption was 17,500,000 bags. 

In the crop year before the frost the vield of Sao Paulo 
ind Parana was 7,397,560 bags. In the following crop year 
'Le., after the frost) it was only 3,000,000 bags. It does not 
“em probable that Sao Paulo will produce 6,000,000 bags 
this crop year (the second after the frost). 

n the assumption that the world’s stocks are used up, the 
following figures are obtained :— 


Estimated production 1921-1922. Bags. 
0) OS Pa 12,000,000 


Minas Geraes, ‘Rio de Janeiro and 
Espirito Santo (after two good crops) 2,000,000 








Other countries ooococecccoccceccceccececccce ee. 4,000,000 
18,000,000 
Probable en er Ee 17.000,000 

ae ee 1,000,000 





which came into 

as published in its finally amended 

form, shows material reductions in the scales of taxation. 
For companies engaged in 


The Law on the taxation of companies, 
operation on 6th August, 
banking, commerce and in- 
surance, the scale of taxation ranges from 10 per cent. on 
revenues equally up to 8 per cent. of the paid-up capital, 
to 20 per cent. on revenues exceeding 50 per cent. of the 
paid-up capital. 

For companies engaged in industry, mining, agriculture, 
etc., the range of taxation is from 8 to 20 per cent., also 
according to the proportion of revenue to paid-up capital. 

For co-operative societies and companies, taxation ranges 
from 6 per cent, on yearly profits up to 25,000 leva, to 16 per 
cent. on yearly profits exceeding 1,000,000 leva. 

Among some of the principal provisions of the new Law 
are the following :— 

Ait. 3.—In imposing the tax on banking, commercial, and 
insurance companies, the reserve capital of limited liability 
companies is included in the foundation capital. 

Art. 4.-In the taxable profits in the account of companies 
are included dividends, sums placed to reserve or remaining 
undistributed, or carried forward for the next year’s profits, 
amortisation of more than 2 per cent. of the valuation of 
4 per cent. on other buildings, 
and other movable property, the 
same from shares and dividends which are not free of 
taxation by special law, the rent value of the company’s 
quarters, etc. The revenue derived from shares of other 
concerns subject to taxation by this Law, will not be taxed 
«a second time. 

Art. 8.—The tax on branches of foreign companies under 
public control is assessed on the profits realised in the country. 
Capital invested in Bulgaria, and the security, if any, 
deposited for its working, are considered as working capital. 
If the company does not present its accounts and balance 
sheet, the tax is assessed by the commission according to 
external evidence and by comparing it with other foreign 
and native companies, 

Art 10.—The companies tax is leviable from the beginning 
of the financial year 1920-21. As regards companies, it 
replaces the Professional Tax and the Income Tax, to which 
they are no longer subject, but it is subject to all propor- 
tional taxes and ‘‘centimes additionels’; but if greater 
they cannot in any case be allowed to exceed the tax itself. 
Should this occur, the municipalities’ ‘‘centimes additionels” 
will be reduced to bring them equal to the foundation tax. 

A copy of a translation of the Law may be consulted by 
persons interested on application to the Enquiry Room, 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 


the mortgaged building, 
6 per cent. on machinery 


em 


POLAND. 
FOREIGN CURRENCY REGULATIONS. 


Further information has been received by the Department 
of Overseas Trade from the Commercial Secretary at Warsaw 
respecting the purchase of foreign currency. 

The Law published 11th August has now been modified 
in so far as the rate of exchange is no longer fixed by a 
Committee (see Art. 2c of the regulations published in the 
“Journal”? of 30th September) but at the Warsaw Exchange. 

It has also been decided by the Ministry of Finance that 
hefore granting the permission to purchase foreign currency 
for buying wool, cotton, or other articles for the textile 
industry. the matter should be first referred to the Associa- 
tion of Textile Mills in Poland. The Ministry suggests at 
the same time that in cases when a British firm is desirous 
of selling goods in Poland, but which is not established in 
Poland or has not got an agent in that country, applications 
for foreign currency should be made not by the seller but 
by the purchaser of the goods. . 

'A further list has been received of banks which have 
heen appointed as additional exchange banks in Poland for 
the control of transactions in foreign currency. These par- 
ticulars can be obtained by application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade. 








ee eae ee ee ee eee 





th te 





638 THE BUARD OF 





TRADE JOURNAL. 





Shipping and Docks. 


CANADA, 


GOVERNMENT MERCHANT 
SERVICE 
(From the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
Toronto. 

The Canadian Government Merchant Marine is already 
one of the largest in the world operated under one house fl ag. 
There are 38 vessels now in service, and 28 more are under 
construction, so that the fleet will presently number 66 
vessels. All these ships were built in Canada. 

There is now being provided approximately a service 
every ten days trom Canadian ports to London, to Liverpool, 
to Glasgow, and a monthly service to South Wales. There is 
one ship a week to the West Indies, and one each month to 
South Africa, to Australia, and New Zealand. The service 
to India and Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, and Java, 
commenced in September, while that to Japan and China 
begins this month. 








MARINE 


— ee __,, 


EGYPT. 


CONGESTION AT ALENANDREIA. 
(From H.M. Commercial Agent.) 





C'ALRO. 

The Customs Administration have decided to build two 
new stores on Mole E at Alexandria. each of which will be 
over 4,0) square metres in area. The estimated cost is 
LES4.000. 

INCREASE OF STOCKS. 

On 15th October of the present year the bonded ware- 
houses contained 170,000 sacks of flour, 35,000 sacks of coffee. 
10,000 bales of Manchester goods, and 140,000 cases of various 
goods. 

The stocks of flour mentioned are in addition to the 
quantities imported by the Supplies Department of the 
Egyptian Government. 

On Ist November, 1919. the stocks were: 18.000 sacks of 
fiour, 7 AMM) sacks ot coffee. 2 600 bales ot Manchester woods, 
and 69.000 cases of various goods. 


er 


MEXI CO. 


PROJECTED DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
MERCHANT MARINE 


In order to encourage and develop the merchant marine 
of Mexico. the Secretary of Communications and Public 
Works hax made the following recommendations :— 

1. The right of fishing in territorial waters, which the 
Jaw reserves for Mexican boats, shall be made effective. 

2. The exclusive right of coastwise trade, which is also 
reserved by law to the national flag. 

3. Special duties on importation of materials which ; 
used in the construction of boats. 

4. The establishment of premiums for national marine 
construction, machinery, and boilers for ships. 

Reduction of the maritime and _ port 
national boats. 

}. Reduction of railroad freight rates on articles for ex- 
portation in national boats and those destined for coasting 
trade. 

¢. Facilities for the prompt clearance of boats in loading 
and unloading. 

8. Establishment of premiums for the development of 
commerce on the high seas or international commerce in 
national boats. 

9. Free importation of fuel on the Pacific coast. 

10. Facilities for the construction of storehouses for fuel 
on the coasts. 

11. Facilities for the construction of docks and port works 
for public service. 

This projected plan, after being passed by the Depart- 
ment of Communications and Public Works, has to go through 
the hands of the Secretaries of State to the President for 
his consideration and approval. 





ae 
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charges for 


CREATION OF FREE PORTS. 
(From T.M. Consul.) 
Mexico City. 

With reference to the recent Decree providing for the 
creation of free ports (see the ‘Journal’ of 7th October 
page 434), a Bill has been presented to Congress by certain 
members of the Chamber of Deputies, asking for the abroga- 
tion of the Decree on the grounds that the special powers 


granted to the President in the Department of Finance 











SHIPPING AND DOCKS —coniinued. 





were not sufficient to cover the matter in question ; ang 
further, that the Decree is ill-considered, and in any ¢ag, 
not of pressing importance, and the Legislature shoul 
therefore have an a celntnanaid for discussing the subject, 


a —~ 


SPAIN. 


DECONTROL OF SPANISH MERCHANT 
SHIPPING. 

A Decree was published in the ‘Gaceta de Madrid” 
14th September releasing Spanish shipping from control a 
establishing a Comusiesion for the Liquidation of the Mar, 
time Traffic Committee. 

The Decree annuls the Decree of 16th October, 1917, whia 
created the Maritime Traffic Committee, and that of 13h 
June, 1918, authorising the requisition of the Spanis, 
Mercantile Marine, publishe «lin the ‘‘Journal’’ of J1th July 
1918. 

A translation of the Decree may be consulted on applica. 
tion to the Shipping and Transport Section of the Pe: 
ment of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.¢ 


- — 
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Railways. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR SIX 
MONTHS TO 30711 SEPTEMBER. 

The Ministry of Transport has issued the following 
financial statement for the Controlled Railways, showing 
results of working during the six months cuided 30th 
September, 1920. The revenue figures for September reflect 
for the first time the recent increases in rates as well as in 
fares. For September the balance of revenue over expend 
ture was £4,851,485. The surplus on the month for United 
Kingdom as a whole, after providing for the Government 











vuarantee, is shown as £228,485, and for Great Britain alon 


was nearly £330,000, it being understood that the September 
working of the Irish railways throw upon the Government a 
liability of £100,000, including the guarantee, and that this 
liability is increasing. The 1 esults for October and November 
will be affected by the coal strike, so that it will be some 
time before the Ministry is able to ‘calion at all accuratels 
what the real effect of increasing fares has been. Up to the 
end of September the net Government liability for the six 
months of this financial vear was £15,640,551. 

Six months 


to 30th 
September. 
September. 1920, 
£ £ 


Receipts— 
Passenger train traffic 
Goods train traffic 
[Note.—Government traffic is 
included under the 
tive headings above.] 


63,995,118 
70,732,489 


11,121,254 
15,070,357 


respec- 


——-— — 


me oe ee ee 














ie kl 96.191.611 134,727,602 
Less expenses of collection and 
DE © Sévtidnninnabiemnimnigiaees 1,037,577 6,345 44 
Total traffic receipts ....... 25 25.1. 94,034 128, 382.115 
Mileage, demurrage, and wagon : 
i aa REE eae wen 308 Deduct 373 
Ro... iccwavecevevnceens 250,725 1,190, 
Total gross receipts 5 dicate 5 405.067 129,571,746 
The price of the * Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (7d. 


post free). Annual subscription (post free), 30s. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d, per annum. 
post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at the new Corernment Built. 
ings, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to ‘The Editor.” 
Telephone No. Victoria 3840. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addresse all com- 
munications concerning subscrintions and sales) are 
Stationery Office, Imperial TIouse, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2 or Branches (see Cover). 
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RAILWAYS—continued. 








Six months 














to 30th 
September, 
Ex} enditure— September. 1920. 
Maintenance and renewal of way £ £ 
a ia 3,101,523 17,840,397 
Maintenance and renewal of 
CE kvesnncisonesssenanes 1,160,022 23,118,805 
Locomotive running expenses... 9,019,125 29,765,339 
Traffic CXPEMSES ............ec0e.. 6,621,543 38,074,921 
ee 442,996 2,/35,601 
Law charges and Parliamentary 
ND ss cnensecdnvcsnnncensdadens 24 686 161,455 
Compensation (accidents and 
EE _sehtesisdahiisiiniiabispamiate 195,562 | 328,749 
Makes, CAROS, CEC. ...0...00cccceseees 887,585 4,712,846 
Payments under National In- 
surance Act, 1911 ............... 63,254 308,308 
Running powers ............... Deduct 229 Deduct 1,060 
Mileage, demurrage, and wagon 
BE: Sauuiipsiponiinbisiicndnabiiennaih 34,410 240,007 
PEIOOEIRMOOME —oiecscccccccvessecseces: 71,082 527 ,493 
Allowances to dependents of men 
serving with H.M. Forces 843 6,178 
Total expenditure ........... 20,622,402 118,819,039 
Balance— 
Receipts over expenditure ....... 4,782,665 10,752,707 
Expenditure over receipts ...... — _ 
(ther businesses— 
SN, stan! secon bennaidedins 5,466 Deduct 9,306 
I nd niiies cena penne vinnie 15,861 72,818 
I i ileal aonb a oduct Deduct 37,237 Deduct 257,531 


Docks, harbours and wharves... 


22,386 Deduct 683,661 





BE. dudiidieianimmabiunnedehinnttinse 62,650 

Other separate businesses ...... Deduct 306 
Total balance—- | 

Receipts over expenditure 4,851,485 


Expenditure over receipts 


Government Guarantce— 
Standard year—Proportion of 
ED: Gssaceiiapwaswnndieenes 
Interest on capital works brought 
DE nusiinanhovnninwninucinnes 


RO Re al 
Vet Government— 


Liability 9 o....eeeceeeceeeeseenseeees 


ED hah cali ieucenblindebaad 


$518,000 


105,000 


ee 


1 623,000 


—— —— ie 





228 485 


371,116 
Deduct 8,694 





10,247,449 


_—- 





25,309,000 
579,000 





25,888,000 





15,640,551 


NovEs:—({1) The figures are subject to audit, and as regards 
Government Traffic in Ireland the rates at which 
the charges are to be raised are not finally 


agreed. 


(2) No sum has been allowed for any liabilities which 
may attach to the (‘overnment in respect of :— 
Stocks of 


(a) Reptacement — of 
Materials. 
(b) Abnormal Wear 


and Tear. 


ic} Arrears of Maintenance. 





CANADA. 





SERVICES IN THE WESTERN 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 


Stores and 


PROVINCES. 


WINNIPEG. 


The Canadian Pacific Railway Company have now taken 
over the operation of the Edmonton Dunvegan and British 
Columbia Railway, which runs north-west from the city of 
Edmonton to the Peace River district (see the ‘‘Journal’’ of 
8th October, page 519). Agricultural production in the 
Peace River district has increased with remarkable rapidity 
in the past two or three years, and some anxiety was felt 
hy farmers as to the transportation of their productions to 
the varions markets. The Canadian Pacific Railway announce 
that the Edmonton and British Columbia Railroad will im- 
nediately be put into good operative condition, and all 
Peace River grain moved without delay. 

Work on the Pacific Great Eastern Railroad (owned and 


operated by the Government of British 


Columbia) from 


Vancouver to Fort George is heing pushed rapidly ahead. 
Trains are now running from Howe Sound (near Vancouver) 
for a distance of 210 miles, and an additional 84 miles will 


he in operation almost immediately. 


By December it is 


anticipated that a further 52 miles of track-laving will be 
completed, making a total operative road of 346 miles. 


ttt 
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Minerals and Metals. 


LUXEMBURG 


PRINCIPAL STEEL COMPANIES. 
(From R. F. H. Duke, Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Embassy.) 








BRUSSELS. 
The iollowing is a description of the principal steel 
companies in Luxemburg at the present time. It is 
interesting to note the development which has taken place 
in the organisation of the steel industry, as the result of 
the change of economic orientation through the withdrawal 
of Luxemburg from the Zollverein. 


The Aciéries Réunies de Burbach-Kich-Dudelange, 
generally known by its initials as A.R.B.E.D., was before 
the war almost entirely Beigo-Luxembourgeoise. This is 


the largest and richest of the Luxemburg companies, possess- 
ing lron-ore mines in Luxemburg and Lorraine containing 
GOU-8U00 million tons of ore, blast furnaces, and steel works 
at Ksch-Dommeldange, Dudelange, and Eich in Luxemburg, 
and at Burbach and Eschweiler in Germany, as well as 
collieries and refractory brick plants in Germany, and com- 
prises 23 blast furnaces, 400 coke ovens, 4 Martin plants, 
! electrical plant (at Dommeldange), and 4 rolling mills 
(totalling 30 sets). The value of its property before the 
war was estimated at nearly one thousand million frances, 
and the output of the company in 1913 was:— 


Tons. 
Te Te er ae 3,020,056 
NT AE eee eee Kee 360.305 
REEL C NE er ene 1,096,184 
Thomas and Martin steel ...... 992 433 
Blectric steel  ..............ccee wilt 11,011 
Rolled products _...........cccceees 865,628 


. 

The company has recently become interested, with the 
help of French capital, contributed by the Schneider group, 
in the purchase of the Gelsenkirchen property. 

The Dommeldange works, which are situated a few kilo- 
metres to the north of Luxemburg, are principally con- 
cerned in the manufacture of electric steel for which they 
are world famous. The works also produce big steel castings 
for engines, ships, etc., but most of their output in 
this direction is consumed by the group for their own con- 
structional purposes. No Thomas steel is manufactured at 
Dommeldange, A rolling mill is under construction. 

A feature of this factory is the establishment in the 
grounds of a special technical school, known as the Institut 
Emile Metz. This school receives the sons of local workmen 
from the age of 14, and gives them instruction for a period 
for some 16 hours a week in the theoretical and practica? 
sides of steel manufacture. The pupils are not compelled after 
finishing their instruction to take up employment at the 
factory, but are free to go to any other company if they so 
desire. The Institute is exceedingly well equipped with the 
latest laboratory plant, library, reading rooms, gymnasium, 
and a Swimming bath, and it is found that as a result of this 
free instruction and attention to the welfare and recreation 
of the pupils. that a body of workmen is created who are 
devoted to the interests of the company, and that the 
quality of the material produced by them is_ sensibly 
improved. 

The Société Métallurqiaqgue des Terres Rouges at Esch- 
Belval. These works, which are on a magnificent scale, were 
constructed in 1909 by the Gelsenkirchener Berqwerks 
Ihtien Gesellschaft, a German company having a capital of 
188 million marks, in which Hugo Stinnes was largely 
interested. The property of this company. besides large 
coal mines in Westphalia. comprised eleven blast furnaces, 
a Thomas steel plant, and twelve rolling trains, as well as 
a large iron-ore field, and their production in 1913 was:— 


Tons. 
ee NE eee ee 10,353,050 
Coke ..... 7 ee seciiecineli . 2 430,268 
SIN.” - iacinanvadanenkommaneiiens 242,626 
RAN Ee ep mer ete Lopes een oe 3.986.644 
isk aia illicit . 1,581,070 
ARES tee remeeremy tenon Sime earee , 996 333 
Rolled products — ..........ccs0s<:. 772.665 
GIRS - © secmearnancevensonrecsunt ine 156,247 


The works in Luxemburg are lavishly equipped with the 
latest machinery and cover several kilometres in each direc- 
tion, there being almost unlimited room for extension. The 
blast furnace section is capable of turning out 900,000 tons 
of pig-iron annually. The rolling mills can produce up to 
400.000 tons of rolled steel per annum 

Early in 1920 these properties, as well as those belonging 
to the company in Lorraine and at Rothe-Erde, near Aix- 








5 
r 
: 
: 
F, 
: 
; 


640 THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. NOVEMBER 25, 1920. 

















MINERALS AND METALS —coniznzed. 





la-Chapelle, were purchased by a group consisting principally 
of Schneider and other French companies, A.R.B.E.D., and 
the Banque de Bruxelles, and established with a capital of 
100 million francs under the title of the Société Metal- 
lurgique des Terres Kouges. The A.R.B.E.D. and Terres 
Rouges groups are closely allied, many of the directors being 
the same, and have recently arrived at an agreement to 
develop the organisation of purchases and sales on the lines 
already adopted by the A.R.B.E.D. group. A company has 
now been formed under the title of the Comptoir Meétal- 
lurgique Luxembourgeois, with a nominal capital of one 
million francs, of which 475,000 francs each are held by the 
two companies. This powerful combination should have a 
great effect in developing the Luxemburg iron and steel 
trade abroad. 

The Haut Fourneaux et Aciéries de Rumelange-St. 
{ngbert were founded in 1888, and ceded in 1911 to the 
Deutsch-Lwxemburgische Bergwerk und Hitten A.G., a 
powerful company of 130 million marks capital presided over 
by Hugo Stinnes, which already owned works ai Differdange, 
comprising mines, 10 blast furnaces, steel plant, and rolling 
mills, while the Rumelange-Octtange works consisted of six 
blast furnaces. These two latter establishments produced in 
1913 over two million tons of ore, 664,285 tons of iron, 
537.353 tons of steel, and 521,321 tons of rolled products. 
A feature of the Differdange works is that they are the 
only exploiters in Europe of the American ‘‘Grey’’ system 
of rolling, and produce by this process steel girders | metre 
in height and 300 millimetres in width. 

Negotiations have recently been completed for the pur- 
chase of the German company’s interests in Luxemburg, 
and at St. Ingbert in Bavaria, by the Société des Hauts 
Fourneauaz et Aciéries de Differdange-St.Ingbert, a Belgian 
group, the capital of 110 million francs being subscribed 
principally by the Société Générale de Belgique, the Banque 
d’Outremer, the Aciéries d’Angleur, and the Sociéte 
d’Ougrée-Marihaye, the German interest having been en- 
tirely eliminated. It is worthy of note that the purchase 
terms provide for a continued supply of coke from Germany 
at the rate of 500,000 tons per annum. 

The Rodange works, owned by the important Belgian 
Société d’Ougrée-Marihaye, of Liége, comprise mining 
property, 5 blast furnaces producing annually about 256,000 
tons of pig iron, a Thomas steel plant of 250,000 tons 
capacity, blooming, rail and plate-rolling plants, and con- 
structional steel works. As in the Belgian works at Ougreée, 
the lay-out of the establishment at Rodange is extremely 
neat and well arranged, conveying the impression of a 
perfect organisation. 

The Société des Hauts-Fourneaux et d’Aciéries de Stein- 
fort is of minor importance compared with the companies 
already mentioned. The originai Luxemburg company was 
bought in 1911 by the German constructional firm of Felten- 
Guillaume Carlswerk, a subsidiary of the A.E.G., who at 
once began to develop the works, which were further im- 
proved during the war by the simple process of transferring 
to Steinfort, under protest from the Luxemburg Govern- 
ment, a large quantity of plant stolen from French steel 
works in the occupied area of France. The works have con- 
sequently been under sequestration since the Armistice, and 
their production has been insignificant, 

ProsPects oF Co-oPERATION WITH ENGLISH GROUPS. 


This sketch of the main features of the Luxemburg iron 
and steel industry is sufficient to show its importance. 
Practically all the plant, as well as the coke necessary to feed 
it, has hitherto been derived from Germany, and there 
appears to be no reason why British manufacturers and coal 
exporters should not obtain a share of this business under 
the new economic orientation of Luxemburg, as well as, 
when required, supplementing home resources in construc- 
tional steel by purchases in Luxemburg. As regards the 
provision of fuel in particular, the question of replacing 
Germany might well be taken into consideration. The effect 
of the shortage upon the 1919 production of steel has been 
considerable. 

As recently pointed out by a Luxemburg correspondent in 
the ‘‘Indépendance Belge,’’ the Spa Conference decided that 
Luxemburg should receive 35,000 tons of coal per month, or 
120,000 per annum, and this figure would doubtless be pro- 
portionately diminished if the amounts fixed for France, 
Belgium and Italy had eventually to be reduced, whereas 
in order to produce 2,252,000 tons of pig-iron (the Luxem- 
burg production for 1912) the same quantity of coke 
approximately would ke required. 

It is to be hoped that this difficulty is only temporary. 
Once it is surmounted, the excellence of plant, workmen, 
and organisation possessed by the Luxemburg steel indus*ry 
is bound, given suitable economic conditions. to maintain 
the high position which the Grand Duchy held before the 


i 
F 





MINERALS AND METALS.—coni:i2ued. 


| 





war among the steel-producing countries of the world. Eyer, 
effort should be made by Great Britain, when circumstanoy 
permit, to replace Germany in the intimate relationship 9 
buying and selling which existed between the two countria; 
It is not out of place to mention in this connection the recent 
establishment by the principal steel and other works j, 
Luxemburg of a society known as the Soctété des Achats 
Commun, tor the purchase and sale of food, clothing, ang 
other necessaries of life to the workmen employed by tt 
firms concerned, and to the small retailers in the countp; 
The purchases by this company are expected to be op ap 
enormous scale, and an obvious opportunity is here afforda 
to British manufacturers of popularising their goods jp 
Luxemburg. The organisers of this company are Willing 
and anxious to buy direct in the United Kingdom on a whole. 
sale scale, subject to the prices at the present rate of 
exchange being reasonable, instead of purchasing, as ha 
hitherto been done in Luxemburg, through continent) 
agents. 








CANADA. 


GOLD, [RON AND STEEL OUTPUTS Ivy 
ONTARIO. 
(from the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 

7 | | | Toronto, 

The gold mines of the Province of Ontario are now receiy. 
ing a premium of more than a million dollars per anny 
on the gold they produce. In the district of Timiskaming 
in Northern Ontario, the gold output is being increased 
rather than otherwise. The production of gold from the 
Porcupine and Kirkland Lake fields, valued at 12,500.00) 
dols., is alone equal to nearly one-quarter of the total gold 
output of the United States. Not only this, but with suff. 
cient workmen available this output in Northern Ontario 
could be quickly increased another 50 per cent., and be made 
equal to more than one-third of the total United States 
production of this metal, namely, 50,000,000 dols. | 


TRON AND STEEL. 

favourable figures regarding recent output at the plant 
of the Algoma Steel Corporation, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, 
were presented at the annual meeting of the Lake Superior 
Corporation at Camden, New Jersey. The Algoma Corpora. 
tion is still working busily, though the rush for steel js 
visibly slackening. There are plenty of orders until the end 
of the year, at least, with prospects of large business in 
rail-making next year, although the price of rails has not 
yet been settled. 

The statement of production by the Algoma Steel Corpora 
tion submitted to the meeting referred to covered the thre 
months ending 30th September, and jis as follows, with com- 
parison with the same period of last year :— 





1920. 1919. 

Tons. Tons. 
, _disnesiianieinieas peedenanients 142,593 65,998 
SE ED: .  bnthctigs Abeba nine 116,362 50,149 
UT IR srnnisinteniveseownsnins 92,360 55,456 
ee eee lessee 52,540 33,033 
Structural steel —................ 4,107 — 
18in. merchant mill products 9,068 6,805 
12in. merchant mill products 5,046 1,842 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 
EXPORTS OF TIN, JANUARY-—-OCTOBER. 


An official cablegram from Kuala Lumpur gives.the 
export of tin from the Federated Malay States in the month 
of October as 2,837 tons, which compares with 2,734 tons in 
September, and 3,221 tons in the corresponding month last 
year. The total export for the year is 29,517 tons, as com 
pared with 31.554 tons for the corresponding period last 
year, and 31,206 tons in 1918. 

Appended are the comparative statistics :— 

1918. 1919. 1920. 





Tons. Tons. Tons. 

are 3.030 3,765 A 265 
IE icc eteshtindaeilionlie 3,197 2.734 3,014 
March _.......... sb eladtinbinediaid con 2.609 9219 2.770 
Sere an 3,309 9 858 2.606 
BE saints Aladieneleeseteias 3,332 3.407 2.741 
BE ieee ete 3,070 2.877 2.940 
niaetiniauiiniiidacie 3.373 3.756 2 824 
RPS eerie rey 3.259 2.956 2.786 
EY sinc csienianidene 3,157 3,161 2.734 
i i 2 870 3,221 2.837 
Se lia a 31,206 31,554 99 517 


-_ — 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BARBADOS. 


IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN DYE STUFFS 
ALLOWED. 

The “Official Gazette’ of 4th October contains copy of 
an Order made by the Governor on 30th September, 1920, 
suspending temporarily the restrictions on the importation 
of foreion dvestuffs into the Colony which were imposed by 
Order of 20th November, 1919. 














IMPORTATION OF COTTON SEED AND 


COTTON LINT., 

Tho ‘ Official Gazette”? of 6th October contains the text of 
4» Order made by the Governor on 2nd September, 1920, 
wohibiting the importation into the Colony of Cotton Seed 
ind Cotton Lint, unless in accordance with a permit issued 
by the Director of Agriculture and accompanied by a 
wrtificate in a form prescribed in the Order. 





COLONY OF KENYA AND THE EAST 
AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


INDUSTRIAL ALCOHOL. 
The “Official Gazette’’ of 6th October contains the text of 


, Bill to provide for the manufacture, sale, and use of 
industrial alcohol. 


eee 


EGY PT. 


MIXTURE OF DIFFERENT VARIETIES 
OF COTTON SEED PROHIBITED. 

The Egyptian ‘Journal Officiel’? of Ist November, 1920, 
contains copy of a Law (No. 41 of 1920), of 26th October, 
1990, enacting certain measures with a view to preventing 
the mixture of different varieties of cotton seed. 

Under this Law it is forbidden to mix cotton or seed of 
me variety with cotton or seed of ether varieties. ‘This 
prohibition applies to (a) all kinds of cotton from the time 
of vathering to ginning; and (b) all kinds of seed with the 
exception of seed that is to be exported, pressed, or other- 
rise used industrially, provided the destination is clearly 
established. 

The despatch of cotton seed from any Egyptian port into 
the interior of the country without the special permission 
ofthe Minister of Agriculture, is also prohibited. 

Various penalties are imposed for any infringement of 
the articles of this Law, which apply to the following varie- 
ties of cotton, viz. :— 

Sakellaridis, Pilion, 
Casulli, Voltos, Theodoron, 
Yoannovitch, Makssussi. 

This list mav he added to from time to time by the 
Minister of Agriculture. 


~ GAMBIA. 


REVISED IMPORT AND EXPORT DUTIES. 

COTTON GOODS AND GROUND NUTS. 

Information has heen received through the Colonial Office 
to the effect that the export duty on ground nuts shipped 
from the Colony of the Gambia has been fixed at twenty 
shillings per ton, and that the import duty on cotton goods 
has heen raised from 71 per cent. ad valorem to 10 ner cent. 
al valorem. At the same time all duties on foodstuffs, other 
than kola nuts, have been abolished. 





THE 


Mit Afifi, Nubari. Assili, 
Fathi, Aschmouni, 


Abbassi, 
Zagora, 











ZANZIBAR PROTECTORATE. 


RATE OF CONVERSION FOR IMPORT 
DUTY PURPOSES. 
The “Official Gazette” of 18th Octoher contains copy of 
+ Government Notice (No. 208), to the effect that on and 
tom 18th October. 1920, and until further notice. invoices 


vill be converted for duty purposes at the rate of Rs.12 to 
the £ sterling. 

















| CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—continued. 





FORBIGN. 


ALGERIA, 
PROHIBITION ON EXPORT OF WOOL TO 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES WITHDRAWN. 

The “Journal Officiel”’ (Paris) for 14th November contains 
a French Presidential Decree dated 9th November, which 
abrogates as from the date of publication the provisions of 
the Decree of 1st June (noted at page 776 of the “Board of 
lrade Journal’ for 10th June). In consequence, the export 
and re-export of wool in the mass or on the skin, and of wool 
waste (ex Tariff No. 23}, from Algeria to foreign tountries, 
iS now permitted without licence. 











~ 


BRAZIL, 
EXPORT RESTRICTIONS WITHDRAWN. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rio de Janeiro reports 
that all export prohibitions have been removed by the 
Government of Brazil as from 17th November. 

[Note.—The Brazilian export prohibitions related mainly 
to foodstuffs, the exportation of meat and sugar, for 
example, having been prohibited in March last.] 








JAPAN. 


KXNPORT PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN 
ARTICLES WITHDRAWN. 

The Commercial Counsellor of H.M. Embassy at Tokio 
reports that the restrictions on the exportation from Japan 
of the following articles were withdrawn, as from 31st 
October, by an Ordinance issued by the Department of 
Agriculture and Commerce on 14th October : — 

Pulp for paper making. 

Printing paper other than ‘‘zara’’ paper. 
Superphosphate of lime and other fertilisers. 
Barley and wheat. 

Wheat flour. 

Rice. 

Cotton varn. 








---—. 


LUXEMBURG. 


WITHDRAWAL OF EXPORT TAXES 

IRON ORES’ AND IRON WARES. 

In virtue of a Grand Ducal Decree and Ministerial Decrees, 

dated 8th November, the export taxes on iron ores and iron 

wares (see ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 4th November, 

page 507, and previous issues) have ceased to take effect as 
from 14th November. 





ON 





PORTUGAL, 


MODIFICATION OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 
REGIME: REVISED LIST OF IMPORT 
SURTAXES ON ** LUXURY GOODS,” ETC. 

The ‘Diario do Governo’”’ for 12th November contains a 
Decree (No. 7104) of the same date, which modifies the 
system of import restrictions previously in force in Portugal, 
revises the schedule of surtaxes applied to ‘‘articles of 
luxury’? and various other goods imported into Portugal, 
and abolishes the Council controlling Commerce and 
Exchange and the Banking Consortium. A full translation 
of the Decree (with the annexed Schedule), and of the 
Preamble to the Decree explaining its objects, is given 
below. 

It will be observed that the present Decree abrogates a 
large number of earlier Decrees on the subject (all of which 
have been noted in this ‘‘Journal’’? shortly after publica- 
tion), except in so far as the provisions of these earlier 
Decrees are not contrary to those of the present Decree. As 
regards the new schedule of surtaxes, it may be mentioned 
that in most cases the rates are the same as those provided 
for by the Decree of 10th May, 1919. In the case of tin, 
however, the surtax is reduced; in several cases (notably 
silks and automobiles) the rates of surtax are increased 
and under the present Decree a surtax now becomes payable 
on certain goods (including cotton yarns of the coarser 
counts) which formerly paid no surtax. 
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continued. 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES. 


TRANSLATION OF PREAMBLE TO DECREE No. 
1920. 


7104 oF 


12TH NOVEMBER, 

Various measures have been adopted by the Portuguese 
Government with a view to minimising the consequences oi 
the economic crisis which the country has suffered as the 
result of the disturbances produced in the country, as in 
all countries, by the recent war. 

Among these measures, and with the object of preventing, 
to some extent, the unlimited importation of goods without 
corresponding export and without the import being limited 
to supplying the home market with goods and products of 
there was created the 
Exchange, which hody 
requests tor the 
countries, 
such 


prime necessity which were lacking. 
Council Controlling Commerce and 
was entrusted with the examination otf 
importation of goods to be received trom foreign 
and of remittances to be sent abroad in pavinent for 
goods or for supplies to be received in future. 

As an accessory institution, and in order, as iar as 
possible, to render normal the exchange of foreign currency 
with our own, there was subsequently set up the Banking 
Consortium, whose activities were intended to put a stop to 
hanking speculations by raising the exchange to the same 
level as would result from economic law. 

In this way, by placing difficulties or obstructions in the 
way of the import of goods which were not absolutely in- 
dispensable, by controlling the proper use of capital ex- 
ported, and by reforming the methods for fixing the 
exchange, the Government adopted measures, the details 
of which it is not necessary to discuss, similar to those to be 
met with in foreign legislation. 

This organisation, however, had its weak points; it was 
a purely artificial organisation which might correspond to 
hut whose 


the needs of the country at a given moment, 
beneficial effects could not be made permanent, since in 


essence it was contrary to the free exercise of commerce and 
industry by mass fiscal measures which it 
involved. 

The Brussels Conference was generally 
return to the free exchange of goods and remittances, 
being expressed in one of the resolutions adopted. 

It is recognised that national progress and recovery trom 
the great disturbances caused by the war cannot be attained 
rable barriers between trade of various 
own case the repeated representations 
of interested classes indicate the great harm which the 
measures adopted would, in the end, have produced. 

Everything therefore points to the desirability of a return 
to the system of freedom in the exercise of commercial 
transactions. 

It would be imprudent, however, 
all the limitations which have been imposed. 
shown, the course which trade would follow is 
profitable or useful. 

It seems desirable to abolish the existing import prohibi- 
tions and to do away with the complicated mechanism for 
remitting values to foreign countries, but it nevertheless 
appears desirable to endeavour by increased taxes to cut 
down imports of articles of luxury, or articles which can be 
dispensed with, this trade being for the most part unprofit- 
able to the nation from an economic point of view. 

On this basis, and in virtue of the power conferred on the 
Government by Law 1009 of 7th Angust last. the following 


reason of the 


in favour of a 
this 


by raising Insupe 
countries, and in our 


to do away at once with 
As has been 
not always 


is decreed, on the proposal of the Ministry of Finance, and 
on the advice of the Couneil of Ministers: 
TRANSLATION OF Decrern No. 7104 l2rH NovemBer. 1920. 


helow) 
5612 of 


Art. 1.—The schedule annexed to this Decree (sce 
is to be substituted for that annexed to Decree No. 
10th May, 1919.* 

The duties and surtaxes applicable to the merchandise 
specified in the schedule below shall be paid in gold, the 
conversion of the amount due into gold being made by con- 
verting half these duties and surtaxes into pounds (sterling) 
at the rate of exc hange of the day, and converting the 
remaining half into pounds (sterling) at par (43 escudos to 
the £). Payment may be made in money or by means of 
the gold warrants (quias ouro) referred to in Decree No. 
11337 of 18th April, 1918. 

Art. 2.—The payment of duties in gold will not be en- 
forced in the case of goods imported from Portuguese over- 
sea possessions, even when such goods are subject to surtax. 

Art. 3.—The period for the ‘‘temporary importation”’ of 
motor cars is reduced to three months, and a new licence 
_ 





*A translation of this Decree was published in the ‘‘Board 
of Trade Journal”’ for 10th July, 1919 (pages 58-60). 
+See the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’ for 30th May. 1918 
(page 684). 























CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
tor *‘temporary importation” cannot be obtained until 19 
months after the expiry of the previous licence. [de Ntifica. 
tion is effected by means of the number on the engine, 

Art. 4.—The exportation from Portugal and the adjacens 
islands of foreign and Portuguese metallic ng eee of 
notes of the Bank of Portugal, by post, sea, land, r by 
hand, is prohibited. By way of exception from this pro. 
hibition persons may take out with them money withip 
the following limits :— | 

200 escudos in notes of the Bank of Portugal 
l escudo in small change (Portuguese), 
£10 sterling or its equivalent in foreign money, 

This prohibition does not apply to the export of metallic 
currency to Portuguese Colonies. whic: 4 may be effected j in 
accordance with a special Decree issued in each case on the 
advice of the Council of Ministers. 

Arf. 5.—It is absolutely prohibited to buy, 
down minted silver currency. 

Art. 6.—The Council ¢ ‘ontrolling Commerce and E xchange 
and the Banking Consortium are abolished, and the follow. 
ing Decrees (Nos. 6263, 6288, 6332, 63876, 6391, 6449, 647]. 
6478, 6635, and 6647), and Poertarias (Nos. 2090. 2094, 2112. 
2281. 2126, 2167, 2214, 2274, 2368, 2379, 2380, and 2458) ar 
revoked, except in so far as they are not contrary to the 
provisions of the present Decree. ) | 

lrt. 7.-—-Infractions of this Decree will be considered as 
contraband offences and dealt with in accordance with 
Decree No. 2 of 27th September, 1894, 

Art. 8.—The surtax of 30 cts. per kilog. established on 
the goods included in’ Tariff Nos. 111, 112. and 113. js 
replaced by that set out in the schedule below. 

Art. 9.—All legislation to the contrary is revoked, 


CONTI nued 





sell, or to melt 


SCHEDULE OF IMPORT SURTANES ANNEXED TO DECREE No. 7104 oF 121% 
0 


NOVEMBER, 1920. 


Rate of Surtar, 


Tariff Escudos. (ts, 
NO Article. per kilog, 
25 Jvory, in the rough . & 00 
35 Skins, in the hair, even ‘if cut out for ‘use in the pre par: ition 

of manufactured articles not specified (in the Tariff) .. 2 00 

: ad 1 valorem, 

38 Pearls 2 per cent, 
per kilog, 

46 Camphor. refined en is - 0 30 
76 Volatile oils, not spec ifie d (in the T: ariff) - ; 1 Th 
83 Mineral waters (including weight of interior packing) = 0 15 
ad valorem. 

91 Precious stones 2 per cent, 


per hilog. 
93 Marble and alabaster, sawn .. 0 02 
111. Tin, cast. unwrought, or in scrap a * 0 10 
éx 112 Tin. rolled or in wire . a re - a - 0 10 
N OTE.—Rolled tin. weighing not more than 1 kilog. 
per 15 sq. metres, is exe ait from this surtax. 
118 Tin, alloys of, for soldering .. . oid - ia 0 10 
145 Chloride of sodium .. re - - - 0 1 
Wool : ber kilog. 
166 Shawls and kerchiefs (lencos) of wool 2 00 
168 Braids and galloons, of wool (including we ‘ight of inte ‘rior 
packing, excepting. however, boxes made of pastcboard 


cardboard, or wood) a 60 
170 Carpets, rugs and stair carne ts of wool. dve d or prin ited .. ) 50 
172 Fabries of wool, not specified (in the Tariff): 
Weighing to the sq. metre 300 granimes or less . , a ; an 
174 Weighing to the sq. metre more than 200 grammes .. 80) 
eDouble the 
surtax 4 
175 Fabries of wool, made up into articles, not specified (i> the sure. b 
Tariff) A ; ta oa - | the fabric 
of which 
compose od, 
ber kilog 
176 Woollen hosiery and knitted fabrics a a - 0 a) 
Salk: 
181 Shawls of silk oo - - ss ~~ ~« BB 0 
122 Braids and galloons of silk, pure or mixed (including 
° weight of interior packing, excepting, however, boxes 
made of pasteboard, cardboard, or wood) 3 A) 


183 Kerchiefs of pure silk, and those having only the whole 
weft or the whole warp of silk, or having both warp 
and weft of mixed silk. the silk threads in the latter cas: 


predominating in the texture a 46 ae 00 
186 Plush, not specially mentioned (in the Tariff), velvets, 
satins, and similar fabrics, of silk, pure or mixed a 9 0 
187 Fabrics of pure silk, not specially mentioned (in the Tariff) 15 0) 
188 Fabries, not specially mentioned (in the Tariff), having 
only the whole weft or the whole warp of silk, or having 
both warp and weft of mixed silk. the silk threads in the 
latter case predominating in the texture, also those of 
which the warp or weft is of pure silk, and the remainder 
of mixed silk’ g 0 
189 Fabrics not spec ially me entione a (in the Tariff). cont: Lining 
silk threads in less quantity than that mentioned in the 
preceding heading :- 
(a) Having the whole of either the weft or warp without 
silk, and the remainder of the fabric with less than 
50 per cent. of silk 1 00 
(b) Having the whole of e ithe T the weft or Ww: arp without 
silk, and the remainder of the fabric with 50 per 
cent. or more of silk Fe a 
(c) Having the weft and warp mixed, silk thre ads not 
predominating in the texture .. 2 00 
190 Fabrics of silk, a or mixed, made up in cravats or neck- 
cloths a es Y ee - 5 = 
Double the 
surtax ap 
191 Fabrics of silk, pure or mixed, made - into wares, not } plicable to 
specially mentioned (in the Tariff) _. } the fabric 
of which 
composed, 
per ilog. 
192 Knitted fabrics and hosiery of silk .. - ™ ~~ = 00 
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until 12 te — a. —_ Rate of Surtax. 
. q “scudos. Ss. ar a8¢ s. (ts 
enti fica. No. Article. per kilog. No. irticle. a 
me, — 0 ii i a il 389 Not specially mentioned (in the Tariff) and detached : 
Adjacent v ble <> at —_ parts of musical instruments .. ee aid 10) 
ae 193 Ble: he i . os . . . . -» 9 10 395 Stationery, articles for drawing and painting, not specially - 
Y OF of 197 D ‘i = iam °* ahi fa “ se -7 =O 10 mentioned = the Tariff), exce pting those of precious per kilos. 
by 201 y yé printe ; - - o* 0 10 metals ‘ * ; 0 10 
\ arn, twisted, counts 1’s to 40’s each 
his PTo- 205 at - + -° .. -» =O 10 398 * Watches of all kinds, with gold cases 4 00 
Withi 209 sae pO is " n so i - 10 398(a) Wrist watches with bracelets or attachments of gold or 
n 213 Dye d or pr inted y re ws od 0 10 pli itinum 4 00 
Nankeens, coverlets and mole ‘skins, of cotton (even if con- ; iia si - - ' . 
taining floss silk waste) :— ad valorem. 
218 Bleached or unbleached .. i 5 if a 15 420 Bicycles, tricycles, ete. (velocipedes) ‘a 3% 
219 Dyed or printed .. ~ ey 7" a 0 2() Automobiles ; each. 
; 990 Bombazines and velveteens a 0 10 Complete (execpt those for carrying goods) up to 18 H.P. 500 00 
Cotton bobbinet, fine tulle, gauze, and simila ar fi ibric ‘Ss! 99 e = - over 18 H.P. -1000 00 
metalhir 99) Unbleached or bleached... wn on oe 0 50 Incomplete : chassis, with engine, up to 18 H.P. .- 250 00 
ected in 999 Dyed or printed . - “ PS - 0 50 % 9 os = over 18 H.P. .. 700 00 
Cotton muslins and cambrics : ” bodies os es - oe .. 310 00 
' On the 996 Bleached = ie 7 7 a om rs 0 20 For carrying goods .. ” ? - aa .. 120 00 
927 Dyed or printed... 0 20) 7 Motor bicycles and tricycles ? + 26: 00 
to melt 230 Cotton ribbons and g galloons (including we eight of interior 427 Revolvers, complete or not. and pistols .. oe _ 2 30 
nel packing, with the exception of boxes of cardboard, per ktlog 
pasteboard, or wood) .. ‘- a ee We 0 20 429 Ww halebone — + re ‘ct ‘a a4 0 20 
xchaneo Cotton lace, insertions and edgings : Gloves of leathe r, finished or not: ber pair. 
oe 931 Bleached or unbleached... © a oe . 0 50 433. Upto3@cm.long .. yin be = ai .. O 80 
» follow. 939 Dyed or printed. f - af Q “0 434 More than 30 cm. long... is is e < 1 20 
647] 954 Fabrics of cotton damask, or made like satin, twilled or | a per ktlog. 
4. 9] 7) serge-woven and plain, open, transparent. or close- 435 Articles of ivory and tortoiseshell . 1 00 
» 2112 woven, not specially mentioned (in the Tariff), dyed or 437 Furs, finished or not, in articles for pe Tsonal adornment. 10 00 
153) are printed - aa 0 20 439 Articles of feathers... 3 00 
956 Velvety fabrics and velvets of cotton, dye d or printe - 20 | ex 444 Wood, manufactured into " furniture, turned, carved, 
to the 957 Collars and cuffs for men, of cotton (including weight of veneered, polished or varnished, upholstered except 
interior packing) ; o 20 D _ with stuffs containing silk or with leather .. -. 2 vO 
lered as senitite the 445 Wood manufactured into furniture or other articles, lac- 
red as surtax ap- | quered, gilt, inlaid, with application of fine woods, with 
ce with 258 Fabrics of cotton, made up, in articles not -” cially men- plicable to ornaments of metal, ete., upholstered with stuffs con- 
tioned (in the Tariff) the fabric taining silk or with leather : 1 00 
of which | 446 Wood, manufactured in small wares for decorative pur- 
shed on | composed. poses, turned, carved, gilt, inlaid, etc., and all articles 
113. is Linen : per kilog. of furniture not specially mentioned (in the Tariff) 
diac 273 Damasks, fabrics for table linen, and drills of linen = 20 except those of metal. ee On 
Linen muslins and cambrics : 452 Tresses and plaits of straw or imit: itions the reof for hats. , 0 20 
977 Bleached or unatonshed a oy - = — 50 455 Porcelain ware , a “a oe oe eo 50 
278 Printed or dyed it kas a 0 50 Plate glass, polished : per sq. metre 
OF 19t 279 Shawls and kerchiefs (lencos) ‘of linen a bes ae 20) 461 Not silvered ie i - ‘5 i ha 1 00 
saad 985 Linen lace, insertions and edgings .. ae ere 50 462 Silvered - i “ “ ya ” ia SH v0 
287 Linen velvety fabrics, plushes and velvets .. ms co | 50 ber kilog. 
Fabrics of linen, not Spe cially mentioned (in the Tariff): 491 Gold wares wi - ‘a - - .. 150 OO 
of Surtar 288 Bleached or unbleached ‘7 ne ia 0 30 493 Silver and anves Ww are s: : 
idos. Cte 289 + Printed or dyed . 0 40 Silver - - ae - “ .. 90 Oo 
> ha" 29) Men’s collars and cuffs, of linen (including weight of interior ; Platinum... +» ee — .. 10 OU 
| 00 packing) a «i ey 40 498 Engravings and prints of one colour, drawings of all kinds 
Double the . and music “ 3 +4 ~ ya ‘hn 
) 00 [ev ax ap- €\ oI ‘ardboard cut 101 posteards 7 a? a oi 0 20) 
niles 291 Fabrics of linen, made up in articles not specially men- plicable to 003 Playing cards .. 1 G0 
er conk, tioned (in the Tariff) .. a. os e- ee | the fabric of 504 Printed matter, loose, ¢ ngré Wings and prints in more than F 
” kilog. which com- one colour, and lithographs... - a - O 30 
) | 30 posed. 5 . each 
| a per kilog. 923 Trunks, valises, handbags and game-bags . a. ae v0 
) 15 et 294 Absorbent cotton 0 40) 926 Walking sticks, not specially me tioned (in the Tariff), 
valorem 295 ms rubber or gutta- 1 rcha, in wate rproof or clastic silk | including sword-sticks .. as ‘a /- ‘a Pe 00 
: abrics r 1 raya) per Riiog. 
agg Haberdashery (passamanaria) of all kinds (including 927 Jewellery (except that of gold, silver, or platinum), in- 
“~ weight of interior packing, excepting, however, the cluding weight of interior packing... aa os ] 00 
| 10 : boxes of pasteboard, cardboard, or wood) : wD per pair. 
= 305 Of wool, pure or mixe d 3 7 yy M i “0 531 Boots and shoes of pure or mixed silk fabrics . ‘i.e 00 
306 Of silk, pure or mixed a - - 7 me 2 00 532 Boots and shoes of leather, also top boots and le ‘goings of 
307 Of cotton, pure or mixed .. % i 0 50 leather, the leg being more than 30 cm. in he = 1 00 
10 308 Of linen or similar substances, pure or mixe d.. ree 0 50 233 Boots and shoes, not specially mentioned (in the * Tariff), 
01 | 309 Haberdashery (passamanaria), combined with gold or ’ with leather soles ] UO 
or hilog silver on iy . 8 00 534 Boots and shoes not mentioned in the prece ‘eding headings 0 00 
an. 310 Tarred fabrics and imitations the reof ie <4 a 0 05 ber Rilog. 
The surtax 536 Pocket books, cigar cases and purses, except those of gold, 
on the fab- silver and platinum 1 00 
60 ric of which 537 Cardboard articles, not spec ified (in the Tariff), ornamented 7 
50 311 Fabrics. embroidered (except with gold or silver) .. .-»\ composed or not, including the weight of the interior packing .. 0 50 
increased cach. 
80 by 20° per 539 Hats of straw and imitations thereof, not trimmed. 0 20 
hI . ~~" 7 540 Hats of straw. and imitations thereof, trimmed, for wome n 3 00 
oan £314 Fabri » a , a per ktlog. 541 Men’s silk hats ss a .- OO 80 
rtax . és 314 Fabrics of silk, combined with india-rubber or gutta- Hats, not specially mentioned (in the Tariff) : 
cable percha, made es into articles not en ially mentioned | 542 For men ie ‘ ‘3 , ie oe a. 60 
B ry seat the Tariff) 3 *. 543 For women .. ie - + a im a ; - 
whie each, | ber kilog. 
mposed, (a) Of cotton, linen, hemp, and like fabrics, and of 549 Brushes for personal use - a - ” 7. 00 
ig, (b) cr aa fo eae por thread . 1 00 | 551 Mirrors, including the frames (exce pt those of precious 
. of netted fabric of caaneiaed tamed 4 of ie eee Se Saree eh, Sane e Sees Se SE — 0 30 
00 linen, hemp, and like fabrics, or fabric of mercerised | Se -: "per sq. nadie 
(¢ thread —— with rubber or gutta-percha 1 ov 552 Mirrors, not specially mentioned (in the Tariff), including 
} unenumerated, netted or other fabrics, and of the frames (except those of precious metal) .. endian 00 
an embroidered fabrics, except those of netted or other per kilog. 
fabrics of pure silk 2 «00 | 555 Cases (estogos) not fitted up .. ” oo 
(d) Of _ or other fabrics of pure silk, embroidered | 556 Work-boxes, dressing cases, writing cases, ‘etc.. fitted up, 
~~ ws . . 3 00 with the exception of those containing articles of 
00 | per decalitre | precious metals .. 0 30 
a0 AB | 559 Flowers, artificial, roy of any kind of fabric (made up or 
2°15 = arate S i “ « “ < S a 
00 315 Brandy and alcohol, plain, in casks or demijohns .. - = 00 | ee RD GE Gienee HANS OS SES 10 00 
— | 560 Materials of any kind for making artificial flowers and . 
9 Of tiquid. Ss rate leaves .. ; 0 ol 
316 Brandy and alcohol, plain, in bottles, jars, and similar _ | 561 es eee weight) yn eh . oO 50 
fal receptacles 8 00 . 7 1] 1 on 
317 Alcoholic beverages not specially mentione d (in the Tariff 3 00 | 566 Fans of all kinds : 
00 318 ee ages not § ciall 0 ti i the if) wise N ; 571 Articles made of all kinds of paste ‘(imitations of wood, 
319 , pecially mentioned (in the Tariff) . 2 - | stucco, leather, ete.) not mentioned in any other Tariff — 
129 + e- ee ee ~ No i , ( 
(320 W Wines, i | casks, barrels, or other rece ptacles (except 572 Oilcloth for flooring ¥ a oO 30 
Ss) ee .. . . . . -- 2 00 573 Oilcloth not specially mentioned (in the Tariff) oF « © 50 
321 Wines in bottles v a 574 Articles made of oilcloth 0 40 
00 1 tpt ‘a , ee .- . .- .- . F ha ) 575 Perfumery of all kinds (including we ight of interior : 
' 399 — "per decalitre pac king) 2 Ow 
e ; oe os -s + vs -* - Pe il 20 577 Small wares, not spec ially mentioned (in the Tariff), such as 
, 3° cr Ri 1A games of every description (except billiard tables an 
00 rn Chocolate and ships’ biscuits .. . . + .. : accessories), whips aaa riding whips, toys, pipes and 
1) 346 § oe os 20 cigar-holders (with or without cases), snuft- boxes, 
rt ices, not specially mentioned (in the Tariff) .. 0 10 sks, hour-glasses, ‘ket co sseg. cages. razor 
397 imentary preserves (including the weight of inte tior — sa ange te TE ype re gone ae ye 
00 "4 packing) 0 20 — fe —_ r dusters, — ame. rosaric 8 my Fo 
5 ) similar arti entioned in 
- = 358 Sweetmeats of all kinds (ine luding the we ight of interior Tariff (except those of gold, silver oF pletinnss). in- 
ble to packing) o* oe se ‘ ee oa . tA _ cluding hate of wv yd pee 7 . , ; Z 
é . ¢ at sos W ) or packin ‘1 2 
= —_ gg gp films and sepeenten, phonege woe and = 579 Ler a og =~ pas ml it of interior packing at 
ad, Musical in struments = oo pet A 588 Covered with silk .. 4 ia ‘8 ‘a 7 1 = 
rg 388 FR Pianos ‘a - os " - ae 00 508 Other =} .: .s ’ " 
0 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES —20,1//nued 
SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE STATE. 


IMPORT OF CERTAIN GOODS PERMITTED. 

In virtue of recent Ministerial decisions, the importation 
into the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes of 
percussion caps for sporting guns, ‘‘eternit,’’ ribbons for 
typewriters, and of cotton gauze for bandages, is now 
permitted. 








SPAIN. 
IMPORTATION OF HIDES. ETC. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” for 12th November contains a 
Royal Order, dated the 10th, respecting the importation 
of dry hides and skins into Spain. In virtue of this Order 
the importation of dry hides and skins of any origin, except 
Belgian, is permitted, but the hides and skins must he 
examined by the Customs Livestock Inspector and disinfected 
under his supervision, by fumigating with: sulphur. If 
there are not adequate facilities for disinfection by this 
process, a 10 per cent. solution of slaked lime may be used. 
The expenses of disinfection must be borne by the importer. 

[t should be noted that, in virtue of a Roval Order. 
dated 4th September, the importation into Spain of the 
following is still prohibited : — 

(a) Cattle, sheep, swine, and goats from France, Bel- 
gium, Holland, Germany, Italy, Austria, Switzer- 
land, and Africa. 

(b) All kinds of animals, fresh meat, animal waste. 
horns, hoofs, hair, forage, etc., from Belgium. 

(c) Cattle, sheep, goats and swine, and wool, hair, hoofs, 
etc., from Asia, Turkey, Russia. and the Balkan 
Peninsula. 

(d) Green hides from the countries mentioned in (a) 


(b) and (c). 








TUNIS. 


RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTATION OF 
LIVESTOCK, ETC. 

Owing to outbreaks of cattle disease, a Beylical Decree. 
dated 14th October, has been issued prohibiting the impor- 
tation and the transit into Tunis of cattle, sheep, goats, and 
swine originating in any country except France and the 
French Colonies (other than French West Africa). 

Fresh meat and green or dried hides, wool, horse hair. 
and horn, originating in Belgium, are prohibited to be 
imported, as also are horses, asses, and mules originating in 
or passing in transit through Belgium, as well as straw. 
fodder, manure, and other materials which can carry 
intection. | 


i 
—— 


BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 








Swios Leport Directory.—lssued, with the approval of the 
Swiss Federal Economic Department, by the Swiss Informa- 
tion Office for the Marketing of Goods in Zurich. English 
edition. Published by Max Adolphe Jent, Geneva. 

This publication has previously been noted in the 
“Journal” (of 25th March last), and the Swiss Commercia] 
Attaché in London now announces that ceoples are ayail- 
able in English and French. British firms desiring to 
secure these should apply to the Commercial Intelligence 
Department ot the Swiss Legation, 32, Queen Anne 
Street, Ldndon, W. 1. 


COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Australia :— 
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA: 

The Budget, 1920-21. 

Report of the Central Wool Committee, for the Season 1919-1920. 
and Resumé of the Administration of the Central Wool Com- 
mittee since their appointment in November, 1916. 

Wooltops—Acreement hetween the Commonwealth Government anid 
the Colonial Combing, Spinning and Weaving Company, Limited. 
of 12th March, 1920: Report by the Central Wool Committe: 
in Relation to the Agreement, and the Prime Minister's Repl 
thereto. 





OMeial Journal f +h ' Commonw' alth Institute ( f * lence ne 
Industry (August). 
NV Pw ~ / TTH \W \LFS: 
Second and finel Renert of the Royal Commission of Fi 
‘Mr. J. L. Campbell, K.C.) into the Coal-Minine Ina: 
+h Cnal Tr Ay :? Ni Vi Sonth Walk > 
New Zealand:— 
Daily i a — n¢ aes 4h, ™m: ht ie n WwW. F. \Ia- .. \I 
—- «(of 4 P f Ger I M F 
ya, 79%. 
South Africa:— 
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Openings for British Trade 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE 





FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS, 

The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive overseas intelligence system, which comprises th 
Commercial Diplomatic and Consular Services in foreign coy, 
tries and Trade Commissioners and Imperial or other Trade 
Correspondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects , 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where it ; 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference, ap; 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written a 
plication to the Department at 55, Old Queen Street, Wag. 
minster, London, S.W.1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of , 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the following 
Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Foreign ay 
Colonial contracts open to tender; openings for British tra 
abroad; general conditions prevailing in Overseas markets. 
demand for particular articles abroad; nature and extent of 
foreign competition, and suggestions for meeting it; methods ¢ 
distribution and marketing ; credit conditions, terms of payment, 
etc., abroad; firms at home engaged in particular lines of busines: 
Foreign and Colonial importers of British goods; firms or ip 
dividuals considered suitable to act as representatives or agen: 
for British firms, Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs regula. 
tions; statistics of Imports or Exports; forms of Certificates oi 
Origin; regulations concerning commercial travellers, Consular 
Invoices; shipping and transport, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and com 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad an 
are available for inspection by British traders at 5 to 8, Oli 

iley, London, E.C.4. 

Paney> METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES, 

The Department of Overseas Trade invites applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods who 
are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connections, but 
it is desired to call attention to one or two points, the observance 
of which will facilitate the supply of the information required 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the applican: 
may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners o 
Imperial or other Trade Correspondents in the British Empire, and 
to H.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consu'ar Officers in Foreign 
Countries, but it is generally advisable to communicate in the 
first instance with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W.1, as the information -vequrel 
ig frequently already in the possession of the Department, and 
the delav involved in communicating with the Officers abroad 
can therefore often be avoided. Should the information required 
not be available in London, the Department will make all neces. 
sary enquiries abroad on the applicant’s behalf. _ ‘ 

When making application for information enquiries shou! 

‘ly specify :— = 
a The asiaten concerning which information is required. 
(2) The precise kind of goods; and asia 
(3) The particular points in regard to which the information 
is sought. _ 

By following this method of making their enquiries as specilic 
as possible applicants will materially assist the Department 1 

ainaae ek sae 


tc andeny supply thé precise information required. 





[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of - 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices # 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of — 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number am 
country. - 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to ree 
trading, reference should be made personally or by oo 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development a 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. - 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to 








Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 

BRITISH EMPIRE. 
CANADA. 


PAPERS, TWINES, SMALLWARES, ETC.—A firm of jobbers 
and commission agents in Ottawa desire to obtain the representa 
tion of United Kingdom manufacturers of wrapping and prinung 
napers. cotton and jute twines. and smallwares, on a commission 


or sales hasis. for the whole or anv part of Canada. (Reference 
No. 704.) scsuaal 
WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, UNDERWEAR, GLOVES, 


PTC.—A well-known manafacturers’ agent in Toronto desires 
to obtain the representation of United Kingdom manufactures 
if wool'en piece-goods, hosiery, and women’s underwear es 
Jovegs. on a commission basis. for Toronto and the Provinces 0 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan. Alberta and British Columbia. (Refer- 
ence N ) : 
SmnTs. UN DERWEAR. PIECE-GOODS. HOSTERY—* 
ym of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal desire to ee 

encies for United Kingdom manufacturers of shirts of all kinds, 
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hosiery, underwear, also piece-goods for makers-up, on a com- 
mission basis, for the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 706.) 

HOUSEHOLD HARDWARE.—A firm of manufacturers’ 
agents 1m Winnipeg desire to obtain the representation of United 
kingdom manufacturers of shelf or domestic hardware, cn a 
ommission basis, for Western Canada. (Reference No. 707.) 

JEWELLERY, CUTLERY.—A tirm of manufacturers’ gents 
in Toronto desire to obtain the representation of United Kingdom 
nanufacturers of jewellery and cutlery, on a commission basis, 
ior the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 708.) 

SHOE LACES.—A business man in Toronto desires to obtain 
the representation of a United Kingdom manufacturer of shoe 
laces of al! Kinds, good and medium qualities, on a commission 
basis, for the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 709.) 

HARDWARE, BUILDERS’ SUPPLIES, ETC.—A manu- 
icturers’ agent in Winnipeg desires to obtain the representation 
of United Kingdom manufacturers of hardware (heavy and Ight) 
puilders’ supplies and allied lines, on a commission basis, for 
Western Canada (Port Arthur, Ontario to Victoria, B.C.). 
Reference No. 710.) | ee 

ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES, LIGHTING SPECIALITIES.—An 
agent in Toronto desires to obtain the representation of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of electric lighting specialities (commer- 
dal only) and e%ectrical supplies, such as conduits, attachment 
lugs, snap switches, etc., on a commission basis for the whole 
Canada. (Reference No. 711.) 

PULP MACHINERY.—A firm of foundry, mill and metal 
merchants desire to obtain the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of pulp machinery, on a sales basis, for the 
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. (Reference No. 712.) 

DRY GOODS, TWINES, CORDAGE, ETC.—-A manufacturers’ 
agent in Montreal desires to obtain the representation of United 
kingdom manufacturers of woollen and cotton goods, corduroys 
and velvets, dry goods, also hemp and jute twines and cordage. 
(Reference No. 713.) | 

SYNTHETIC OILS, PERFUMERS’ RAW 
An agent in Montreal desires to obtain the representation of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of synthetic oils, perfumers’ 
raw materials, true-fruit and synthetic flavours, and colours, on 
a commission basis, for the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. 
(Reference No. 714.) 

Applications for names and addresses must he sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


MATERIALS.— 


NEW ZEALAND. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

PLANT.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Wellington reports by 
cable that the Borough Council of Gisborne are inviting tenders 
to be presented by 31st March, for the following plant in con- 
nection with the extension of their electric power stations :— 

Two turbines, each of 3,600 h.p. 
Two 2,500 K.V.A. alternators. 
Two turbines, each of 145 h.p. 
Two 100 K.W. exciters. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner is sending specifications which, when 
received, can be consulted by British firms interested at the En- 
quiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 





SOUTH AFRICA, 


STATIONERS’ SUNDRIES.—A South African agent estab- 

lished at Cape Town and Johannesburg desires to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of envelopes, nibs, penholders, 
and pencils. (Reference No. .) 

BOTTLES, TOILET SOAP.—A Cape Town agent, having 
representatives or agents in the principal towns of the Union, 
desires to secure the representation in that market of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of toilet soap and glass bottles of ail 
kinds, especially beer bottles. (Reference No. 716.) 

STATIONERY.—A Johannesburg manufacturers’ representa- 
tive desires to obtain an agency for stationery and _ writing 
pads. (Reference No. 717.) 

GENERAL MERCHANDISE AND PROPRIETARY LINES. 
—A South African business man, at present in this country, 
desires to secure the agencies in South Africa of United King- 
dom firms for general merchandise and proprietary lines. (Ref- 
erence No. 718.) 

STATIONERY LINES.—A Johannesburg manufacturers’ 
representative, who is at present in this country, desires to 
obtain the agencies of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
stationery lines, for which he has good connections. (Reference 
No. 719.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





EGYPT, 
TENDERS INVITED. 

EQUIPMENT AND CLOTHING :—The office of H.M. Com- 
mercial Agent at Cairo reports to the Department of Overseas 
Trade that the Egyptian Ministry of the Interior is calling 
for tenders for equipment and clothing required by the 
Abbassia and Khanka Asylums for one year from Ist April, 
1921. Tenders will be received at the Lunacy Division, 
Abbassia, up to 3rd January, 1921. United Kinedom firms 
tendering must have a resident agent in Fevpt. 


omen ee 
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Copies of the iorm of contract containing specification and list 
of articles required, together with the conditions of tender. 
may be inspected by the United Kingdom firms interested, on 
application to the Enquiry Office, Department of Overseas 
Trade, 55, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 

The Egyptian War Department is calling for tenders a- 
follows :— 

NAINSOOK.—16,000 yards of nainsook, cotton, white, 42 in. 
Tenders due on 8th December and to remain for seven days. 
A sample can only be seen at the office of Sir A. L. Webb. 

K.C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Westminster §.W.1. 





CEYLON. 

MUNICIPAL REQUIREMENTS.—The Municipality 01 
Colombo is desirous of getting into communication with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of the following articles :—Sweepers. 
Street waterers, sewerage cleaners, refuse removers, steam lorries 
fox transmission of road materials, road and carpenters’ tcols. 
iron pipes, lavatory fittings and sanitary ware. The Municipalit, 
would also be giad to receive schemes for the supply of cheap 
power for pumping purposes; details of the latter are at presen! 
lacking. Tirms interested should communicate direct with the 
Municipality at the Town Hall, Pettah, Colombo. sending cata 
logues and other explanatory literature. 


KENYA COLONY. 

MACHINERY, MOTOR CARS AND BICYCLES, PAINTs 
AND OILS, ENAMELLED WARE, ETC.—Two owners of up- 
country stores in the Kenya Colony propose to enter int: 
partnership and establish an agency business, with an office 
at Nairobi. One of them is at present in this country, with 
a view to getting in touch with United Kingdom firms dealing 
in agricultural and other machinery, motor cars, motor bicycles 
paints and oils, enamelled ware and other lines, who may b 
desirous of securing representation in East Africa. (Referenc: 
No. 721.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department. of Overseas Trade. 





NEWFOUNDLAND. 

PROVISIONS AND GROCERIES: INSURANCE.—An im- 
porter and exporter at St. John’s, Newfoundland, desires to 
obtain the exclusive representation of United Kingdom insurance 
companies, and of manufacturers of groceries and provisions, 01 
a commission basis for Newfoundland. (Reference No. 722.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to th: 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


RHODESIA, ETC. 
CHINA, GLASS, CUTLERY, PROVISIONS AND MOTOR 


LINES.—A Bulawayo firm desire to secure, for Rhodesia and 
the Congo, the representation of United Kingdom firms for the 
following lines:—Cheap china and glassware, cutlery, provisions 
and motor car spares and tyres. (Reference No. 723.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


ee 


SUDAN. 
SERVICES SOUGHT. 

A prominent English business man established at Khartoun 
would be glad to receive enquiries from any United Kingdom 
firms who may wish to establish connections with the Sudan. 
(Reference No. 724.) 

Applications for names and addresses must 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


be sent to the 





EUROPE. 





AUSTRIA. CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. HUNGARY. 
HBAVY CHEMICALS.—A firm in Vienna is desirous ot 


representing a United Kingdom firm for the sale of heavy 


chemicals, etc.. in Austria, Czecho-Slovakia and Hungary 
(Reference No. 725.) | 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to t! 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
BELGIUM. 
SMOKER’S SUNDRIES.—The Commercial Secretary to H.M 


“" 1 7 ih ] P ae ~+ " 7 , v7 > | cy} : 
Embassy, 8, Rue Betliard, desires to receive cutalogues 


from British manufacturers of smokers’ sundries. Firms desirous 
of responding to this enquiry are requested to forward 6 copies 
(if possible) direct. to him. (Re ference No. 726.) : 
WOOLLEN GOODS, ESPECIALLY SUTTINGS.—A_ Belgiar 
ne at Jumet desires to secure for Southern Belgium the 
roney, r agency on commission, of United Kingdom firms 
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manufacturing woollen goods, especially suitings. Corre- 
spondence in English. (Reference No. 727.) - 

COTTON PIECE-GOODS.—A British firm established in 
Brussels desires to secure for the whole of Belgium the agency 
ot United Kingdom firms manufacturing the above goods. (Refer- 
ence No. 728.) 

SCARVES, GLOVES, MEN’S TIES.—A Belgian residing near 
Liege desires to secure for the whole of Belgium and Luxemburg 
ati agency to work on commission with retail and semi-wholesale 
firms, for United Kingdom manufacturers of scarves, gloves, and 
especially men’s ties. He would alternatively act as commercial 
traveller. Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 729.) 

TOILET ARTICLES IN CELLULOID AND SIMILAR 
\LATERIALS.- A Belgian firm residing al Liege desires to 
purchase toilet articles in celluloid and similar materials, such 
as boxes for powder, soap, and toothbrushes, en his own account. 
Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 730.) 

Applications for names and must be 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


addresses sent to the 


TENDERS INVITED. 

RAILWAY SLEEPERS.—The Commercial Secretary to H.M. 
i -gation at Brussels has reported to the Department of Overseas 
‘i: ade that the Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux, 
14. Rue de la Séance, Brussels, invites tenders for the supply 
of 1.80 metres railway sleepers and other timber in veak or 
beech. For further particulars application shouid be made to 
the Société Nationale, Brussels. 

ELECTRIC CRANE.—A communicatien has received 
from the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy. Brussels, 
eaclosing particulars (with blue prints) of a 10-ton electric crane 
required by the Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux. 
Tenders for this crane are to be presented at the offices of the 
Société, at 14, Rue de la Séance, Brussels (by registered letter) 
before the 20th December, 1920. 

The blue prints and the particulars (in French) will be avail- 
able for inspection at the Department of Overseas Trade (on 
application to the Machinery Section) until Ist December, after 
which date they will be issued to Provincial firms in erder of 
application. 

COUPLINGS AND FITTINGS FOR THE BELGIAN STATE 
RAILWAYS.—The Commercial Secretary also reports that 
tenders are invited for the supply, in five lots, of couplings and 
fittings required by the Belgian State Railways. 

Tenders, it is stated, must be submitted by 4th December, 
and should be addressed to: —A.M. l’Administrateur de la 
traction et du materiel, Rue de Louvain, 13, Brusse!s, and the 
envelope should be inscribed “‘Soumission pour lentreprise de 
fournitures.”’ 

A specification (in French and Flemish) has been received and 
may be examined at the Enquiry Office of the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 5.W.1. 


ELECTRIC CABLES FOR ANTWERP DOCKS.—H.M. 
Consu!-General at Antwerp has furnished the Department of 
Overseas Trade with a specification, in French, relative to a 
Municipal Contract for the supply of various protected cables for 
use at the Antwerp Docks, for which it is stated that tenders 
will be received at the Antwerp Town Hall, up to noon on 16th 
December. The following cabies and accessories are required :— 


peen 


1. 270 metres of armoured cable 3 by 50 m/m 2 for 3 phase 
current at 6,500 volts, 50 cycles, with one junction 
box and one terminal box. 

29 1.650 metres of armoured cable 3 by 150 m/m 2 for 3 
phase current at 6,500 volts, 50 cycles, with ten junc- 
tion boxes and four terminal boxes. 

3. 360 metres armoured telephone cable with thirty con- 
ductors of 1.5 m/m 2 for alternating current, 110 volts, 
50 cycles, with one junction box. 

4. 340 metres of armoured telephone cable with seventy 
conductors of 1.5 m/m 2 for alternating current at 
110 volts, 50 cycles, with one junction box. 

5. 560 metres of armoured telephone cable with 250 con- 
ductors of 1.5 m/m 2 for alternating current at 110 
vo'ts, 50 cycles, and one junction box. 

6. 290 metres of armoured telephone cable with 500 con- 
ductors of 1.5 m/m 2 for alternating current at 110 
volts, 50 cycles. 

420 metres of armoured cable of 3 by 95 m/m 2 for 3 
phase current at 1,000 volts, 50 cycles. 

4.100 metres of armoured cable of 3 by 185 m/m 2 for 3 
phase at 1,000 volts, 50 cycles, with the following 
accessories : 

(a) 24 terminal boxes. 

(b) 20 junction boxes of T shape for armoured cables 
of 3 by 185 m/m 2, 3 by 95 m'm 2, and 35 by 
185 m/m 2. 

9 4.100 metres of armoured cable 
3 phase current at 1,000 volts, 50 cycles, 
following boxes :— 

‘4) 20 junction boxes of T shane for armoured cables 
of 3 by 185 m/m 2, 3 by 95 m/m 2, and 3 by 
185 m/m 2. 

(bh) 12 boxes each provided with a triple pole 
tionneur ’’’ of 400 amperes for armoured 
of 3 by 185 m’m 2. 

10. 12 triple pole automatic cutouts for 
ACO amperes at 300 volts, SC evel 
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| The specification (in French) can be consulted on app licatiy 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 34 a 
W estminster, S.W.1., up to 350th November. after which — 
it will be available for loan to firms who are unable to i) 
representatives to consult it at the Department. _ 





—_—$ 


DENMARK. 
SODA, SHELLAC.—A wholesale commission agent 
hagen desires to represent British firms exporting 
shellac. (Reference No. 731.) ~ 
| YARNS.—A firm of manufacturers in Copenhagen desire , 
import cotton, linen, jute and woollen yarns on their a 
account. (Reference No. 732.) ss a 
_ ENGINEERING SUPPLIES.—A firm of wholesale 
in Copenhagen desire to import engineering 
machinery, manila and wire ropes, chains, ships’ 
asbestos and rubber goods, tools, ete., on their 
(Reference No. 733.) | 
TEXTILES.—A commission agent in Copenhagen j 
of representing British manufacturers of drv goods 
and woollen plece-goods (latest designs). ‘efer 


ib 


in Copen. 
soda and 


merchants 
furnishings 
tackle, gils 
OWN account, 


S desiroys 
and COttOD 
(Reference No. 734,) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to 4 
Department of Overseas Trade. = 
FRANCE. 

GHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR DYEING. DRESSING 


BLEACHING, TANNING, ETC.—H.M. Consul-General Lyons 
reports that a hrm of agents in that city desire to represent, 
ou a commission basis, British manufacturers of chemical 
products for dyeing, dressing (appret), and bleachine textiles 
and also for tanners, etc., or they would undertake to estabiss 
a depot for goods on consignment. Correspondence should he 
in French, and the firm would undertake an agency for the 
whole of France. (Reference No. 735.) aie : 
CHEM ICALS, DRUGS AND PHARMACEUTICAL 
PRODL CTS.—H.M. Consul-General at Marseilles reports that 
a firm of agents in that town desire to represent British firms 
manufacturing, selling, and dealing, in chemicals, drugs and 
pharmaceutical products. (Reference No. 736.) 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 3 


Pa! a 7y-yrVI 4 I 4 . > ‘7 

_ RICE, COE FEE, GROCERIES.—An Italian firm established 
in Trieste desire to secure agencies for Venezia Giulia, for 
British exporters of rice, coffee, and groceries in general. The 
firm are also willing to purchase on own account. Correspondence 
in English. (Reference No. 737.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

BORING PLANT.—A communication has been received at 
the Department of Overseas Trade from the Commercial] Coun- 
sellor to H.M. Embassy at Rome, to the effect that the Ftalian 
National Fuel Board are open to receive tenders from British 
manufacturers for the following types of p!ant :— 

(1) Deep boring plant, for coal, for boring to depths of 
750 metres and up to 1,500 metres. 

(2) Borers, rotary and percussion (compound type) for lig- 
nite, for working to a depth of (a) 150 metres, and (b) 


500 metres. 
(5) Borers for petroleum, to work to a depth of over 1,00 
metres. 


Full particulars regarding the above plant have been received 
and may be inspected by British firms interested at the Depatt- 
ment of Overseas Trade. 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 
S.W.1. 





LATVIA. 

PLAID SHAWLS (WOOL OR COTTON).—A Riga firm 
(British owned) are desirous of obtaining an agency for the sale 
of plaid shawls made of wool or cotton, for Latvia. (Reference 
No. 738 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


NETHERLANDS. 

COTTON. LINEN, SILK AND WOOLLEN PikCk GOODS. 
A well-known firm of wholesale merchants at Amsterdam desire 
to represent, in Ho'land, British manufacturers of various feX 
tiles such as cotton, linen, woollens. worsteds, pile fabrics, 
velvets. silks, linings, flannels, flannelettes etc. (Reference No. 
739.) 

ELECTRICAL MACHINERY.—A well-known firm of whole- 
cale dealers in machinery at The Hague desire to obtain the 
asencv for Holland of British manufacturers of technical and 
stectrical articles and machinery. (Reference No. 740.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
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Pplicatig, TENDERS INVITED. | AFRIC 

n Stree, fF MEDICAL AND SURGICAL STORES.—H.M. Commercial | A. 

SO date Hi Gcretary at The Hague reports that the Director of the Ware- | 

LO send HF house for Medicines (Ministry of War) has called for tenders | MOROCCO. 
for the supP’y of ~ a requirements of the warehouse in PIECE-GOODS, KNITTED GOODS.—A general commission 
question ~~ we eo g i? viz., medical and surgical stores, agent established in Melilla, desires to obtain sole agencies, for 
es etc soap, glass and earthenware, paper, corks, packing at mm ges) for cotton and woollen piece-goods, also 
m , SB cnitted goods such as vests. pants. stocking :. Corres : 
in Copen, we —— ™ oo by — seer, 1920. ence in Spanish. (Reference No. 748.) gs etc. Correspond 
oda sag ihe S} te _ = Jute a) May be inspected by Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
ritish firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the Department Department of Overseas Trade. 
desire » Overseas Trade, 55, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 
lelr OWn en 
E 

rch, WORWAY. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Nishinos *NDERS IVIT : ene , 

cle, FLEGRAPH salt ae ine ae a _SPECTALITIES (MECHANICAL OR OTHERWISE).—A 

account TELE on ae sKPHONE SUPI LIES.—The Com- Boston selling agent is anxious to get into touch with United 

* Bf mercial Secretary to H.M, Legation at Christiania reports that Kingdom manufacturers of specialities (mechanical or other- 
desiroys the oe ne are calling for tenders for the wise) with a view to acting as their agents in the New England 

d cotter, & oF 900 hn a yy Sete. gl cet States, particularly _the south-eastern section, on a commission 

. 734.) ae Mar 2 — te egraph and telephone basis. (Reference No. 149.) an ; : - _ ; 

to 4 i ee a. the necessary Junction boxes. WHITBY JET NECKLACES AND BEADS.—A New York 
7 25 Terminal boxes with the necessary equipment for 20-strand firm otf dealers in jewellery and novelties, desire to get in 
cable. touch with British manufacturers or exporters with a view 
5 Junction boxes with necessary equipment for 20-ply cable. to importing Whitby jet necklaces and beads on their own 

23,000 m. armoured 12-strand telephone and block signal account. (Reference No. 750.) 
cable with the necessary quantity of junction boxes. Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 

‘SSING 25 —, boxes with equipment for 12-strand cable. Department of Overseas Trade. 

Lown All terminal boxes for indoor use and all junction boxes for ae 

present — as ill be accepted at th d tioned add 

a enders will be accepted at the undermentioned address up 

hemical 03 p.m. on Srd caechen, 1920 :—Hovedstyrets Kontor fox LATIN AMERICA. 

er Baneanliggender, Jernbanetorvet 8/9 111, Christiania. . 

wuld be ‘A copy ot og oy seen of tender, specifications, etc, (in BRAZIL. 

is Norwegian) may be memes by British firms interested or their AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A __ newly-established 
aaa ile - "a we nee of the . toe of British firm of general representatives and agents in Sao Paulo 

TICAL feaees trade, oo, Vid Queen Street, London, 5.W.1. desire to represent British firms for any classes of goods suitable 

ts that _ for the Brazilian market, and also to get into touch with British 

h firms firms interested in the importation of any classes of by-products 

zs and SPAIN. of a mong! aur industry with which they are well connected. 

yATS ee 7 oe - (fvelerence NO, ; 

to the le 2 lng, nagy nl cape eg + er Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
buttons, especially those used by tailors. (Reference No 741.) | Department of Overseas Trade. ~ . ; ; 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the SAILY AY _CONCESSION.—A_ British subject in Brazil, 
Department of Overseas Trade or who has obtained an option for the purchase of the rights to 
— build a new railway from the sea port of Iguape in the South 

51; —-----—-— of the State of Sao Paulo to the river port of Antonio Prado 

plished on the frontier of that State and the State of Minas Geraes, 

* a SWEDEN. desires to get into touch with a British financial house with a 

Fes TRANSFORMER SHEETS.—A firm of wholesale merchants vjew to the purchase of these rights and the development of 
in Gothenburg who already represent British manufacturers of the Concession, which is for a period of torty years. 

a varlous lines of electrical machinery and apparatus desire to A resumé translation of the official Decree and a plan show ing 
present British manutacturers of transformer sheets. (Refer- the proposed route for the new line can be seer on application 
ence No. 742.) | to the Engineering Section (Room 50), Department of Overseas 

STEAM FITTINGS AND MACHINERY STORES.—_A frm of | Trade. 35. Old Queen Street, Westminster, SW.1. (Reference 
wholesale merchants in Gothenburg desire to represent British | No. 752.) 

ed at manufacturers of steam fittings and machinery stores. (Reter- | $$ —- ——_—_ — 

a  } ETC.—A fi F wholesal hant CHILE. URUGUAY. 

_ 1 AUUBSSA 4S, Bb. -—A firm of wholesale merenants _ , 7 - ‘ , . ' 

ritish in Gothenburg who already represent British manufacturers of RUBBER TUBING, HOSE PIPING, ETC. ; WALL-PAPERS. 
: various lines desire to represent British manufacturers of motor —An Argentine firm of commission agents are desirous of getting 

hs of tvre outer covers, bicycle tyres and accessories, (Reference No. into touch with manufacturers in the United Kingdom of rubber 
744.) | ' tubing, hose piping, and other rubber goods ; and also with manu- 

r lige CHEMICALS.—A firm of wholesale merchants in Gothenburg | facturers of wall-papers, with a view to acting as selling agents 

d (b) desire to represent British manufacturers of heavy chemicals for | for 3ritish firms in Chile and Uruguay. Correspondence can 
the paper, pulp, glass and textile trades. (Reference No. 745.) | be carried on in English. (Reference No. 753.) | 

1,000 Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the | Applications for names and addresses must he sent to the 

. Department of Overseas Trade. | Department of Overseas Trade. 

elved Be iia a 

part- Pe OR Ee Te | CUBA 

ster, s 
SWITZERLAND. HARDWARE, HOLLOW-WARE, ALUMINIUM GOODS, 

H.M. Consul-General at Zurich reports the receipt cf the | CROCKERY, CUTLERY, LEATHER GOODS, E?C.—The 
following enquiries : | Commercial Department cf H.M. Legation at Havana reports 
RAW COCOA; PETROL, PARAFFIN, ETC.—A Swiss com- | that a well-established firm of manufacturers in Havana have 
neat mission agent, established at Zurich and claiming to have well | rer ently added a commission department to their business. They 

eee established CORMDETTOS with the Swiss factories, desires to | nter | claim extensive business connections extending over a period ol 

ence _ relation with ritish shippers, or agents lor shippers In | 20 years, and are desirous of securing agenc?cs for United King- 
London, with a view to obtaining a sole agency for the sale ot dom manufacturers of the following classes of goods :—Hard- 

the cocoa beans in Switzerland. This agent, who is also stated to | ware, hollow-ware, aluminium goods, crockery, suit cases, 
have formerly represented various Austrian refineries, desires, | cutlery, razors, leather goods, bags, trunks and leggings. (Ret 
in addition, to obtain the agency of a British company for the | erence No. 754.) : i 
“ae in Switzerland of petrol, paraffin, and kindred commodities. Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Reference No. 746.) | Department of Overseas Trade. 
PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMICALS, DISINFECTANTS. | 

DS. HOUSEHOLD HARDW ARE.—A.Swiss agent established at | 

sire durich, claiming to speak German, French and Italian and to REPUBLIC OF PANAMA. 

teX- possess experience of the disinfectant and hardware trades, The Acting British Vice-Consul, Panama City. reports the 

1CS, desires to obtain the representation for Switzerland, of British receipt of the following enquiries :— | | 

No. trms for the sale of pharmaceutical chemicals, disinfectants. and CROCKERY AND PAPER BAGS.—A firm at Panama City 
also of household hardware, electrical articles and kindred lines. ars desirous of securing an agency with a British firm. on a 

ole- us agent is particularly anxious to be placed in touch with commission basis, for crockery and paper bags. (Reference No. 

the ’ British firm who would be prepared to have stocks in Switzer- 755.) 

und ‘and, or to establish a branch office in that countrv. (Reference DRUGS.—A firm at Panama City are desirous of securing an 
No. 747 | agency for a good line of drugs. (Reference No. 756.) 

the Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Applications for names and ‘addresses must be sent to the 
epartment of Overseas Trade. Department of Overseas Trade. 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 





POSTAL SECTION 


Alk MAIL SERVICE TO PARIS. 

The Postmaster-General announces that, on and from 
Thursday, ithe 25th instant, the afternoon Air Mail to Paris 
will leave Croydon Aerodrome at 12.30 p.m. instead of 1 p.m. 

The latest times of posting for this Mail will be altered 
in consequence, and will be as follows: — 

London. (a) Unregistered letters handed over the counter 

at certain Post Offices: — 





a.m. 
General Post Office .................. 11.0 
Threadneedle Street Branch Oftice 10.45 
Lombard Street Branch Oftice 10.45 
Parliament Street Branch Office 10.25 
Charing Cross Branch Office ...... 10.45 
Western Central District Office... 11.5 
Western District Office ............. 10.45 
South-Western District Office 10.40 
South-Eastern District Office... 9.0 


(Registered letters must be handed in five minutes earlier 
in each case.) 


(6) Letters posted in public letter boxes :— 


a.m. 
District Offices (other than those mentioned above) 8.30 


Larger Branch Offices in E.C. District ................ 9.0 
Sub-Districts  .............000..200000000+.-10.0 p.m. to midnight. 


Provinces.—Only at some places in the South-East of 
England will an earlier time of posting for the afternoon 
Air Mail be necessary. Information should be sought from 
the local Postmaster. 

With reference to the announcement which appeared in 
the press on 16th instant, regarding the possibility of post- 
ing letters for transmission by Air Mail to Paris on 
Fridays in order to overtake the ordinary Mail for India, 
Egypt, etc., and in some weeks, Australia, closed in London 
the previous evening, it seems desirable to point out that 
the use of the Air Mail to Paris is of no advantage for 
packets for India which can be posted in time for trans- 
mission (without payment of late fee) by the ordinary Mail 
on Thursday night, or for Australia in weeks when no 
ordinary Mail for Australia via Suez is advertised. 

Packets for Egypt may, however, gain one or more days 
in delivery through use of the Air Mail Service to Paris 
except on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

Air Mail packets for Egypt, Aden and India, and places 
beyond, which come to hand in the Post Office after the 
despatch of Wednesday’s Air Mail to Paris, but in time 
for inclusion in the ordinary Mail despatched on Thursday 
night, will be so included, in order to avoid risk of delay, 
unless specially marked by the senders to be reserved for 
transmission by the Friday Air Mail. 

Air Mail packets for Paris and Brussels and places 
beyond, received too late for the Air Mail of any one day, 
will be forwarded by the following ordinary Mail when that 
gives a much earlier arrival than the next day’s Air Mail, 
unless the packets are specially marked to be reserved for 
the Air Mail of the next day. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 

1919—LICENCES OF RIGHT. 

Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions of 
Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned Patents were 
endorsed ‘“‘Licences of Right’’ on the 17th day of November, 
1920 : — 


———_ - — —_ — . -_ a 





No. & Year | 


of Patent. | Grantee. Title. 
22790/13 | Lueas, J. G. and 
| Another “Improvements in™ hydro- 


= 


meters.” # 
“Improvements in and re- 
lating to mechanism for 
printing telegraph systems. 


19237/14 | Marks (Morkrum Co.) 


W. Tempe FRANKs, 
Comptroller-General. 


~The Patent Office. 





| 














————————— ee 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continy, 





RESTORATION OF PATENT RIGHTS, ETC., 
IN SWEDEN. 
With reference to the Notice which appeared on page ]jg 
of the ‘‘Journal”’ of 29th July, 1920, a further Syweg 
Royal Decree (No. 662), dated 11th October, 1920, exten 
the benefits of the Law of 18th June, 1920 (No. 294), to the 
nationals of Great Britain and certain other countries, ang 
also extends the periods prescribed by Articles 2 and 7 of 
that Law, for the filing of applications by British Subjects, 
up to 10th January, 1921, inclusive. 
A translation of the Decree may be inspected in the Pate 
Oitice Library, 25, Southampton Buildings, W.C. 2, 


- 
——— 


Commercial Returns, 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 


THE WEEKLY RETURN. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exporteg 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and 47. weeks ended 18th November, 1920 :— 























| | anna | o> Sn 

| Week | 47 Weeks | Week | 47 Weeks 

' ended | ended ended ended 

— 'Isth Noy., |18th Nov., 18th Nov., |18th Nor, 
| 1920. 1920. || 1920. | J9%. 


IMPORTS. Exports. 








Bales. 





| Bales. Bales. | Bales. 
American .. eal 20,989 | 2,378,296 2.090 | 155,458 
Brazilian .. ol — | 69056 — | 4,782 
East Indian - 503} 152,171 | 695 | 56,569 
. _==—— | ).s Py ~ 6 om | 
Egyptian .. tal 6,757 324,153 | 186 | 157,702 
Miscellaneous | 14,629* — 325,3407 | 351 | 21,322 
Total 42.878 | 3,249,616 3.322 | 398,833 





* Including 293 bales British West Indian, 221 bales British 
West African, 9,695 bales British East African, and 337 bales 
Forel East African. 

+ adele 7,720 bales British West Indian, 17,579 _ bales 
British West African, 36,298 bales British East African, and 
2.538 bales Foreign East African. 





CORN PRICES. 


TATEMENT showing the average price of British Corn per quarter 
' of 8 cctualn” ammacie’ Measure,* as _ received from he, 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 20th November, 
1920, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 : — 

















| Average Price. 











| Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 

— |, a | , 
Week ended 18th November, 1920, 90 3 89 7 51 1 
— —_ wae | — 27 F 8 
i9l4 .. ee eet AD 30 3 | 68 
1) ne 7 “| 54 2 48 7 | St 
1916 tt 0 8 61 8 | 397 
917. ' 79 2 59 9 43 1 
ni 7 , 7 72 4 60 10 51 ] 

nt > a i 104 11 5d ll 


1919 
o~- ) . 4 bas \ rere retry 
- Seetion S of the Corn Returns Act, [S&2, provides thet Va Cort 
of purchases of British corn are made to the a 1 or by weight 0 
Returns in any other measure than the imperial bushe turns into the 
by a weighed measure, that officer yon ge ee ae : 
“ +. : » ease of weight or weighe rcag 
‘mperial bushel, and in the case oo vr every 
a tr ia to be made at the rate of sixty impr = pout ae and 
bushel of wheat, fifty imperial pounds for every — 11 O ’ 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


ee 





RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 


. . . ° tly igsued 

blications relating to trade, industry, etc., recen , 

by HM. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London 
W.C.2. (Post-free prices are in parenthesis.) 


Treaty Series, 1920. No. 15. Convention between | 
—- the Netherlands renewing for a further period ol 
Arbitration Convention of did) February, 1905. Signed 
20. (Cmd, 1001. iad. my. ; 
meen’ Series. ro. 16. 1 osoteneant between the United Kings - 
Portugal, respecting Boundaries in South-East Africa (from bea - the 
1 on the Left Bank of the Malosa River to Beacon No. If (cmd 
Shore of Lake Nyasa). (With Map.) London, 6th May, 1920, (Um. 
1,000.) (73d.) 
War Office. Sudan Almanac, 1921. (1s. 43d.) 


- 
Tas _ la 





the United Kingdom 
five years the 
at London, 18 
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jssued 
Londot, 


Kingdom 
years the 
ondon, 18 








